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Abstract

In this thesis a measurement framework is described which allows a coherent analysis of corti-

cal finger movement representations, human motor behavior, motor learning, and simulated

finger movements. The results obtained with this framework suggest that synergistic joint

movement patterns (modules), extracted from movements after stimulation of the primary

motor cortex exhibit similarity to the kinematic features of voluntary grasping movements.

Intensive training of a musical motor skill or short term repetitions of a single stereotyped

movement result in a skill related adaptation of the modules. However, modules, result-

ing from simulated random muscle activation patterns are not sufficient to generate human

grasping movements. The results support the hypothesis of a modular architecture of the

nervous system, including neuronal cortical networks.

Zusammenfassung

In der vorliegenden Arbeit wird ein Messsystem beschrieben, das eine kohärente Analyse

von kortikalen Bewegungsrepräsentationen der Hand und Finger, menschlichem motorischen

Verhalten, motorischem Lernen und simulierten Fingerbewegungen ermöglicht. Die erzielten

Ergebnisse deuten darauf hin, daß synergistische Kopplungen der Fingergelenke (Module),

die von Bewegungen nach Stimulation des primär motorischen Kortex abgeleitet wurden,

ähnlich zu willkürlichen kinematischen Greifmustern sind. Intensives Training musikalis-

cher Fähigkeiten oder kurzzeitiges Wiederholen einer stereotypen Bewegung führen zu einer

Anpassung der Module an die trainierte Fähigkeit. Aus simulierten, zufälligen Muskelak-

tivierungen resultierende Module sind jedoch nicht geeignet, menschliche Greifbewegungen

zu reproduzieren. Die Ergebnisse unterstützen die Hypothese eines modularen Aufbaus des

Nervensystems unter Einbeziehung neuronaler kortikaler Netzwerke.
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1 Introduction

1 Introduction

Hand movements are the most complex movements in nature. Many of our cultural and

technological achievements marking us as human depend on skilled use of the hand [263].

Tool use [167, 150], tool manufacturing [261], writing, music [5], arts, speech [188, 49, 10],

possibly our entire culture [261, 263] would not exist without the human hand and the neural

machinery underlying its control [145, 184, 31]. When we use our hand hundreds of times per

day we are not aware of having the privilege of owning the greatest and most sophisticated

motor apparatus among all species [168]. It is only when we observe the clumsy movements

of a child, or the motor challenges faced by individuals with neurological disorders that we

become aware of the inherent difficulties of motor control.

These difficulties arise from the high complexity of the human hand with 27 bones, 18 joints,

and 39 intrinsic and extrinsic muscles [151] with over 20 degrees of freedom [227], muscle force

transmissions to one or more finger or finger segments [205], tendon couplings , short and

long loop reflex pathways [212] and millions of cortical and subcortical neurons connected to

the muscles (Figure 1A and B). Despite years of research in the field of motor control and

Musculosceletal 
system

A B

Central nervous 
system

Motor behavior

Corticospinal 
tract

Spinal cord

Figure 1: (A) Dorsal (left) and palmar view of the hand system. (Images are taken from [236].)

(B) Schematic overview of the biomechanical and neuronal control architecture to gen-

erate finger movements.

recent advances in neurophysiological techniques such as transcranial magnetic stimulation

(TMS) [14], no coherent understanding of control mechanisms and the capability to acquire

and store new motor skills exists. Furthermore, as knowledge continues to grow in different

research areas such as physics of the musculoskeletal system, neurophysiological studies to

explore neural control, and investigations of motor behavior, it becomes more challenging to

link these aspects of the motor system and to maintain a cohesive framework within which to

describe motor function or to interpret the role of certain brain regions [216]. However, such

a cohesive framework is a premise to understand the human motor system and to progress

in the fields of rehabilitation [253, 64], neural prosthetics [171] and humanoid robotics [202].

Lst. für Messystem– und Sensortechnik – 1 –



1 Introduction

1.1 Aim of the thesis

The aim of this thesis was to bring together several different research areas and study the

neural mechanisms of finger movement control from neurophysiological, behavioral, and com-

putational viewpoints in a single cohesive measurement framework. To accomplish this, the

first aim of the thesis was to develop a measurement system consisting of several components

for data collection and analysis, namely� a custom developed, high resolution sensor glove to record finger movements,� an experimental setup to record and analyze finger movements after transcranial mag-

netic stimulation (TMS), a non-invasive and painless method to stimulate the human

brain (the neurophysiologial component),� a virtual-reality, sensor glove based finger movement training system with database

support (a behavioral component),� a software system to assess grasping movements (a behavioral component), and� a dynamic hand model to simulate the effect of muscle activity on finger movements

(the computational component).

While the first aim mainly was theory formation and the technical development of the mea-

surement framework, the second aim of the thesis was to apply the measurement framework

to investigate� the relationship between grasping movements and organization of the primary motor

cortex,� traces of musical skills in the central nervous system,� short term motor learning with the training system, and� the relationship between muscle activity and finger movements with the simulation

model.

All thesis related publications are listed in the Chapter ”Thesis related publications”. The

organization of the thesis to cover these points is described in the next chapter.

1.2 Organization of the thesis

The following chapters 1.3 - 1.4 explain the biological underpinnings of the human hand

from an evolutionary perspective and highlight the control problem that the central nervous

system has to solve in order to generate purposeful finger movements. These features are then

embedded in a motor control theory (Chapter 1.7), which is used as a computational model

for the analysis and interpretation of the results throughout the thesis. This theory states

that finger movements are generated by combining basic movement patterns of multiple

joints. Such basic movements will later be introduced as kinematic modules.

The remainder of the thesis is divided into two main parts. In the first part, the compo-

nents of the measurement framework are explained (Figure 2). The topic of Chapter 2.1

is the development of a high resolution, flexible and low-cost sensor glove system, which

– 2 – .



1.2 Organization of the thesis

Magnetic stimulation
Framework

Grasp Assessment
Framework

Training
Framework

Sensor Glove
System

Simulation
Framework

Description of the modular 
organisation

Training related changes 
in the modular 
organisation

Simulation of modularity in 
dependence of muscle 

activity

Differences in the modular 
organisation in 

professional musicians

Measurement framework

Figure 2: The thesis consists of two parts. The first is the technical development of a measurement

framework for finger movements (grey shaded region). The second aim is the evaluation

of the measurement framework to investigate neuronal principles of finger movement

control.

represents the basic data acquisition instrument for assessment of finger movements. The

neuro-navigation based magnetic brain stimulation environment, experimental setup and

analysis methods are presented in Chapter 2.2. This element of the measurement framework

represents the neurophysiological component to ’read out’ kinematic representations of finger

movements from the primary motor cortex. Furthermore, mathematical tools to extract and

analyze kinematic modules are introduced. The behavioral element of the framework, the

grasp-assessment system, is described in Chapter 2.3. This component allows the compar-

ison of kinematic data obtained from magnetic brain stimulation to voluntary movements

to build a bridge between motor cortex organization and grasping movements actively gen-

erated by the central nervous system. The finger movement training system, presented in

Chapter 2.4, was developed to examine plasticity effects after finger movement training in

conjunction with the brain stimulation environment. It consists of a database, and a fully

featured virtual-reality based software system to visualize, record, and analyze the perfor-

mance of subjects during training of a target movement. Finally, the first steps towards a

simulation framework for the validation of the results from the other components are de-

scribed in Chapter 2.5. In this chapter the development of a dynamic hand model controlled

by 24 muscles is explained.

The second part of the thesis (outer circle in Figure 2) consists of empirical studies to

examine the modular organization of the human CNS within the developed measurement

framework. Each chapter represents a standalone project, containing different elements

from the framework. The first study (Chapter 3.1) describes kinematic features of finger

movements after TMS in healthy adults. The results are compared to other established

methods such as functional magnetic resonance imaging. Characteristics of finger movements

with respect to random data, movements after stimulation of the brachial plexus, passive

finger movements and voluntary grasping movements are described and discussed. The

Lst. für Messystem– und Sensortechnik – 3 –



1 Introduction

second study in Chapter 3.2 addresses the effect of learning a musical instrument on the

organization of the primary motor cortex by investigating the change of finger movements

after TMS due to years of intensive musical practice. This study was conducted with the

help of professional violin players and showed that neuronal traces of motor skills can be

highlighted with the measurement framework and can be directly linked to the trained

movement repertoire. In the third study (Chapter 3.3), the developed finger movement

training system is evaluated and the effect of short term learning of complex finger movements

on the organization of the motor cortex is described. Finally in the fourth study presented

in Chapter 3.4, the simulation environment is evaluated. The kinematic effect in terms of

finger movements due to random muscle activity is investigated and compared to the results

from empirical data. At the end of the thesis (Chapter 4), the results of all studies are

summarized.

To understand the rationale of analysis and interpretation of the results, the evolutionary

development of the human hand and the neural architecture controlling finger movements

must be considered. These are introduced in the next chapter.

1.3 Evolutionary aspects of the human hand and its neural control

The human hand and its neural control architecture is not an one-off product of nature [168]

but the product of millions of years of evolution. The earliest primates in the Paleocene (65-

58 mio years ago) were equipped with five-rayed paws adapted to life in the trees, climbing

and locomotion [263]. Two critical modifications in the musculoskeletal system contributed

to the launching of the hominid line 3-5 million years ago. The first was the adoption of a

bipedal gait, and the second were subsequent changes in the upper limb, altering the reper-

toire of hand movements in ways that favored tool use [261, 263, 267]. From this period,

another one million years elapsed, until the production of tools was possible [261], a feature

discerning humans from non-human primates [150]. Thus, the anatomic development of the

hand, fingers and muscles [211] was not the only factor contributing to manual dexterity.

In support of this notion it was emphasized that different types of non-human primates, al-

though having a remarkable similar hand anatomy [184, 31, 263, 168], differ largely in their

ability to generate dexterous finger movements [184, 31]. These observations highlight the

importance of the neural machinery controlling finger movements. Especially, there is grow-

ing evidence that the expression of the motor system, especially direct cortico-motoneuronal

connections, are a surrogate marker for manual dexterity [140, 184, 145, 31].

In addition to differences in the corticospinal tract, the intrinsic organization of the primary

motor cortex presynaptic to the corticospinal tract is equally important [149]. In humans,

intracortical motor maps in the primary motor cortex have developed during evolution to

grossly somatotopic, multiple representations of movements, both repeated and highly in-

terspersed with other representations [82, 178, 266, 195, 208]. Evidence for the importance

of the full expression of the motor system comes from the observation that small infarctions

[207] or locally distinct inactivations in the primary motor cortex [35, 209] abolish dex-

terous finger movements while unskilled movements remain intact. Similar conclusion can

be derived from onthogenesis. In humans, skilled voluntary control of movements develops

post-natally with the emergence of motor skills over the first 18-24 post-natal months [73].

The increase in dexterity can be neurophysiologically linked to the emergence of motor maps

in the primary motor cortex [73, 160] and maturation of the corticospinal tract [76, 149].

– 4 – .



1.4 Synergistic nature of finger movements

Thus, in addition to neuroanatomic evolutionary changes, parallel development of the neural

system, especially the full expression and integrity of the motor system supports the capac-

ity to produce dexterous movement. As a consequence of this evolutionary development,

the resulting biological human hand retains many structural and functional features of the

ancestral appendage [211], which must be considered to understand the control mechanisms

of the human hand. These features are reviewed in the next chapter.

1.4 Synergistic nature of finger movements

Although nonhuman primates, and specifically humans are clearly capable of more sophisit-

icated finger movements, the vast majority of movements we execute simply consists of

grasping for objects [206], where fingers act synergistically with other fingers, the wrist, and

the arm. Beyond grasping, the fine finger movements used in manipulating small objects,

typing or playing musical instruments are performed less frequently. Although the fingers

are commonly assumed to move independently during such tasks, recordings show that these

sophisticated performances entail simultaneous motion of multiple digits. Even when asked

to move individual fingers, both nonhuman primates and humans show some degree of si-

multaneous motion in neighboring fingers [137, 227, 205, 71], whether moving the fingers

isotonically [96, 204] or applying forces isometrically [187, 268].

This synergistic nature of finger movements may result from biomechanical constraints such

as tissue couplings [96, 137, 211], tendon interactions [143], finger dynamics, neuromuscular

compartmentalization [211] and multi-tendoned muscles [205]. For example, in humans the

flexor digitorum profundus, the flexor digitorum superficialis and the extensor digitorum each

give tendons to all four fingers [206, 236] causing considerable co-movements of all fingers.

The independence of finger movements during voluntary control is not only modulated by

biomechanical factors but also by the spinal and cortical neural organization including con-

vergence of different neurons on the same muscle [44, 174, 82, 178, 265, 232, 104, 135, 65, 234]

divergence of the output of a single neuron to several motoneuron pools in the spinal cord

and muscles [221, 184, 208, 113, 146, 153, 74] and horizontal interconnections between neu-

rons in the primary motor cortex [105, 186, 65, 94, 72, 125, 12]. As a consequence of the

entire neuroanatomic organization, the activation of neuronal populations [94, 82, 178, 265]

or even a single neuron in the primary motor cortex [34] results in most cases in complex

muscle activation patterns and synergistic movements.

In addition to the phyolgenetic and onthogenentic development of the hand system, fast

changes in the neural system during motor skill learning or motor adaptation must be con-

sidered.

1.5 Plasticity of the nervous system

One of the most intriguing aspects of the behavior of primates is their remarkable flexibility

in motor behavior including learning of new motor skills or adaptation to novel environments.

Functional and structural reorganization of the neural system are seen as mechanisms by

which this flexibility can be expressed by the nervous system [118, 175, 172, 129, 111, 42, 39,

22]. Especially the intracortical connectivity of the primary motor cortex has been identified

as an anatomical substrate subserving motor skill learning and adaptation [118, 160, 163, 47,

40, 30, 3]. Motor maps in human primary motor cortex appear sensitive to both long-term

Lst. für Messystem– und Sensortechnik – 5 –



1 Introduction

[129, 172] and short-term experience. For example, repetition of an individual movement [47],

two movements together [110], finger movement sequences [1], adaptation to novel dynamic

environments [217], as well as peripheral nerve lesions [121, 196] or an ischaemic nerve block

[120] lead to a reorganization of the primary motor cortex.

All these findings have led to the notion that especially the primary motor cortex provides

a neural substrate for the storage of motor skills and adaptation by changing its connec-

tion pattern between regions controlling task-related muscle synergies [118, 160, 3]. While

reorganization of the spinal circuitry may also contribute to motor learning [108, 149], it is

conceivable to think of the primary motor cortex and other cortical structures as the main

substrate for dexterous finger movements and motor learning.

1.6 Synergies as the neurophysiological substrate for motor control

The enormous complexity of the biological hand and the adaptive nature of the nervous

system controlling the hand raises the question, how the central nervous system (CNS)

succeeds in generating dexterous finger movements. In essence, the control challenge is that

there are much more control variables (degrees of freedom) than are needed for the solution

of a task [20, 203]. For example, moving the hand from one point to another can usually

be accomplished by a variety of combinations of rotations at the shoulder, elbow and wrist,

and therefore a variety of muscle activation pattern [220, 78]. Bernstein gave emphasis to

the biomechanical degrees of freedom of joint space, together with those arising from the

muscles. In principle, however, the question of the coordination solution for the degrees

of freedom problem pertains to all levels of analysis of the system [170], also to the neural

level. At this level, the control problem is even more complex [213]. At one extreme there

are as many degrees of freedom as neurons. The answer proposed by Bernstein was that

the CNS groups several variables (movement, muscles, or neurons) together in functional

synergies [20]. Each synergy can then be controlled by a single command and, therefore, the

components forming a functional synergy are constrained to act as a unit. This reduction of

control variables therefore reduces the number of parameters to be controlled by the CNS.

Experimental support for synergies has been obtained during voluntary behavior through

computational analysis of muscle activities or movement kinematics in amphibians [241, 55,

52, 46, 45] nonhuman primates [36, 173] and humans [54, 53, 109, 107, 33, 197, 198, 151,

95, 189, 106, 21]. For instance, using factor analysis, the human gait can be described by

combinations of just five muscle activation patterns independent of body weight [109] and

perturbations [107]. Similarly, principal component analysis (PCA) has revealed that static

hand postures [197, 117] and entire reach-to grasp movements [151, 198] can be reconstructed

by weighted combinations of just a few main patterns of covariation in joint rotations or

muscle activation patterns. Further, neurophysiological support for a synergistic operation

of the central nervous system comes from studies employing electrical [25, 89, 166] or chemical

[194, 243] neuronal stimulation. However, with one exception [51], the evidence was obtained

exclusively through direct stimulation of the spinal cord, and most of these studies were

performed in amphibians or rats and not humans.

An important question in that context is how many synergies are present in the CNS. If

the number of synergies is smaller than the number of output variables (for example joints

or muscles), not all possible output patterns can be generated. Consider, for example,

4 synergies controlling 10 individually movable joints. Then the nervous system can only
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1.6 Synergies as the neurophysiological substrate for motor control

compute joint combinations lying in the four dimensional subspace of the 10 dimensional joint

space. As a consequence, the movement patterns the CNS can generate are constrained and

no individual movement of a joint is possible without co-movements of other joints. While

several authors argue for this or similar scenarios [78, 235, 54, 24, 23], others give the concern

that a smaller number of control elements does not solve or simplify the control problem

[139], cannot explain the abundance of human movements [20, 139], or may simply be an

artifact of optimal properties of the neural controller [239, 238, 237, 148].

Conversely, if there were as many synergies as corticospinal neurons, the activity of each

joint or each muscle could be controlled individually. This, however, does not imply that a

single signal is sent to a single muscle as often proposed or seen as an alternative to synergies.

Based on the evolutionary considerations and neural organization of the motor cortex, spinal

cord, muscles, and joints, a one-to-one relationship between neurons and joints or muscles

cannot exist [91, 211, 34]. Rather the activity of individual neurons can be flexibly combined

in a way to generate movement of only one joint or activity of only one muscle. This scenario

would provide the CNS with an enormous flexibility but also at high computational costs

and energy demands. Such a control principle would not require any type of representation

or reorganization. However, learning related effects on the organization of the motor cortex

[118] and neuroanatomical considerations clearly speak against such a control system.

The model developed and evaluated in this thesis is between these extreme positions and

combines certain aspects of both views. The argumentation is based on the principle of

economy or cost minimization [220, 218]. Here it is assumed that the neural organization

is continuously [175] pushed into a state of optimal energetic organization to account for

the individual degree of dexterity. Within this principle, the number of synergies stored in

the CNS may be larger than the number of output variables (joints or muscles), but smaller

than the number of neurons. During execution of a movement, the neural controller selects

the synergies which allow the most efficient execution of the task. For example during

grasping, mainly two synergies might be activated, one that corresponds roughly to the

simultaneous motion of all the joints in the opening and closing of all the digits and, the

other to the degree of flexion of the fingertips toward the palm or extension of the fingertips

away from the palm [197]. This explains why synergies are experimentally found in human

behavior [54], but is also consistent with the uncontrolled manifold concept [214, 139] and

optimal control theory [239]. While, in principle, more synergies could participate in a

task, they are only activated if fine adjustment are necessary [197, 210]. Consequently, the

synergies used more often to generate human behavior are more prominently (and perhaps

redundantly) represented in the motor system, while synergies that are needed less frequently

might be represented less strongly. In this way the CNS reduces computational demands

and saves energy. Motor learning or the development of finger dexterity might then result

in an adaptation of the synergistic structure to facilitate the execution of the newly learned

skill [172]. The upper limit of finger dexterity might be constrained by biomechanical and

neural couplings, as described in Chapter 1.4. Interestingly, kinematic [251] and spatial

[172, 111, 180] demands of a skill to be learned determine the amount of reorganization of

the primary motor cortex, suggesting the presence of a threshold at which reorganization of

the neural control structure is more efficient as the re-combination of the skilled movements

by existing synergies. Another prediction is that it might be possible,e.g. by motor learning

or with high concentration at very low speed (high computational costs), to compensate for

some of the biomechanical and neural constraints to move (and therefore control) each finger

joint individually [238].
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The entire concept fits into the phylogenetic and onthogenetic development of the human

hand. When the hand was used for living in the trees and grasping, the neural system was

optimized for the necessary movement repertoire, which mainly required efficient closure and

opening of all fingers [263]. A neural system which produces this fundamental mode of finger

movements with muscles moving several fingers at a time driven by a single control signal

might have been the logical and most efficient way to achieve the goals, as opposed to a

system with several channels to control each joint individually [208, 206]. During million

years of evolution, additional synergies might have been developed on top of the existing

systems, making more individual finger movements possible.

In the next chapter, these considerations are formalized and put into a mathematical de-

scription.

1.7 Definition of modularity

In this thesis an ensemble of cortical neurons in the primary motor cortex producing a certain

synergistic movement is defined as a kinematic module (Figure 3B). Within this definition,

a module consists of cortical, subcortical, spinal and biomechanical elements. Because the

primary motor cortex is one of the most important cortical areas responsible for finger

movements and can be investigated relatively easily using neurophysiological techniques

such as TMS, here the cortical contribution is restricted to this area.

A B CInput

Output Module

Figure 3: Definition of modularity. (A) The theoretically smallest cortical contribution to a mod-

ule is a single neuron in the primary motor cortex whose activity results in a certain

finger movement pattern, the output of a module. (B) More realistically, not a single

neuron but a network of interconnected neurons is the cortical contribution to a module.

(C) Different neuronal networks may overlap or share certain regions.

At one extreme (neglecting the cortical cytoarchitecture), only a single cortical neuron (Fig-

ure 3A) contributes to a module. There might then be as many modules as neurons projecting

from the primary motor cortex to the spinal cord. As a consequence there would be many

modules having the same kinematic output, i.e. a high kinematic redundancy. However,

as outlined above it is reasonable to think of neuronal networks [70], located presynaptic

to corticospinal projecting neurons as a potential cortical contribution to a module (Figure

3B). These neuronal circuits are activated during natural behavior by signals, for example

from premotor regions [66, 181] or passively by transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS)

over the primary motor cortex [116]. Thus, the kinematic output of the modules as defined

here contains information on the organization of the primary motor cortex.
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1.7 Definition of modularity

At the cortical level one network might not be completely separated from the other networks,

but instead may overlap or share cortical regions [208, 56, 77] as illustrated in Figure 3C. To

execute finger movements, the neural controller must coordinate the activity of all networks.

The effect of this coordination, the desired movement, is a blend of the outputs of the

modules activated individually. Blending may occur at all levels of the modules. First

there may be cortical interactions [70, 72] between two activated modules by horizontal

connections or convergences on pyramidal output cells. Second, interactions between circuits

of the spinal cord may occur [72]. Third, peripheral (muscle, tendons, bones, tissue, etc.)

interactions may determine the final shape of the output of several active modules. While

the enormous complexity would suppose a highly non-linear interaction between modules

[48], experimental data suggest that the combined action can be successfully treated by

linear algebra [72, 165, 243, 55], i.e. the kinematic output of the modules are scaled and

summed. Mathematically the generation of finger movements can then be written as linear

combinations of n modules:

mov(t) =

n∑

i=1

cij(t) ~mi (1.1)

where mov(t) is the configuration of the fingers at time t, ~mi is the ith p-dimensional synergy

and cij a corresponding scaling coefficient at time t. The execution of grasping movements

Module 2 . . . Module n

Behavior

Grasping

Individuated finger 
movement

Module 1

Figure 4: Principle how movements may be generated by the combination of modules. Due to

cortical, subcortical and biomechanical interactions, the kinematic output of two mod-

ules can be additively combined to generate grasping movements (left) or individual

finger movements. The thickness of the arrows indicate the size of the contribution of

a module to generate the movement.

at one time step, for example, can then be generated by a large weighting coefficient of a

module whose output is a synergistic flexion of multiple fingers and only small weighting

coefficients of other modules. Individual movements might be produced by an increase of

weighting coefficients of additional modules whose actions are blended to result only in the

movement of the desired finger (Figure 4). In this model, computational costs and energy

consumptions are reflected by the number of combinations of the modules needed for a task

and by the size of the weighting coefficient values for the modules during the behavior. Thus,

indirectly, the shape of the kinematic output of the modules determines computational costs.

According to Figure 4 (the arrow thickness encodes the size of the weighting coefficients),

grasping movements, therefore, may be executed at less costs and energy than individual
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1 Introduction

finger movements.

However, until now, no evidence for such a modular organization has been found in humans.

Critical support for this model is provided for the first time in humans in Chapters 3.1 -

3.4. In the next chapter, the development and evaluation of a high resolution sensor glove

is described. Kinematic modules will later be extracted from joint angle data collected with

the sensor glove.
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2 The measurement framework

2 The measurement framework

This part of the thesis covers the development of the measurement framework to record

and analyze finger movements. In the following chapter, the development of a sensor glove

system, the basic data acquisition instrument, is described.

2.1 The sensor glove system

Generally, sensor gloves have been used to record and analyze voluntary human finger move-

ments in healthy subjects [117, 138, 151, 197, 257] and patients [136, 137, 185]. The sensor

glove serves as basic data acquisition device for the measurement framework.

Magnetic stimulation
Framework

Grasp Assessment
Framework

Training
Framework

Sensor Glove
System

Simulation
Framework

Several groups and companies have developed [103, 226, 244, 262], commercialized or eval-

uated [63, 128, 156, 264] different sensor gloves over the past 15 years. Here, a novel sensor

glove equipped with 10 sensors for recording flexion and 4 sensors for recording abduction

movements is described and evaluated. The sensors were modified in order to enhance mea-

surement accuracy and to increase sensor linearity. Repeatability tests as introduced by

Wise and colleagues [264] yielded similar accuracy results compared to other glove designs

[63, 226, 264]. As a consequence, sensor linearization calibration time was reduced from

several minutes to ≈10 s.

2.1.1 Available sensor glove systems

In general, sensor gloves differ in several factors, namely the type of sensors used, the number

of sensors, the linearity of the sensors, the sensor resolution, the sampling rate, the data

transfer technique to the host computer, the availability for the left and right hand and the

price (see Table 1).

The first commercially available sensor glove was the VPL Dataglove (1986). In 1989, the

patent of the VPL Dataglove was bought from Mattel to develop the PowerGlove, an inex-

pensive sensor glove designed for computer games. After the production stop in the 1990’s,

the P5 Glove, a further development of the PowerGlove, was released. Additionally, sensor

gloves were developed for virtual reality (VR) applications, gesture recognition, goniometry

and the recording of grasping movements. Some of these gloves are the 5DT Glove Ultra se-

ries (5DT), the DG5-VHand, the X-IST Glove (NoDNA), the TUB Glove, the Pinch Glove,
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2 The measurement framework

Cyber Glove X-IST Glove PowerGlove HumanGlove Shadow Monitor Didji Glove

P5 Glove 5DT Glove DG5-VHand TUB Glove VPL Data Glove Pinch Glove ShapeHand

SIGMA Glove

Figure 5: Overview of available sensor gloves.

the Didji Glove, the HumanGlove (Humanware), the SIGMA Glove, the ShapeHand (Mea-

surand) and the CyberGlove (Immersion), see Figure 5. From these, several have been tested

for their applicability to quantitatively assess human finger movements for rehabilitational

purposes or for the study of motor control. In this field of application, the accuracy and

repeatability demands, which do not only depend on the technical characteristics of a sensor

glove, but also on factors such as the fit of the glove to the subject’s hand, are high [264].

For the current application the sensor glove should not only allow accurate measurements

(stability of the sensor signal, repeatability of movements), be easy to apply (comfortable

during donning, doffing and use) and rapidly calibrated, but also be available for left and

right hands and for different hand sizes. At least 14 sensors including abduction sensors

with a spatial resolution of <0.1◦ and a sampling rate of at least 40 Hz are necessary. To

maximize flexibility (for example to sample electromyographic activity and finger kinematics

with a single A/D converter) the glove should be provided with an analogous output of the

sensor signals. The requirements are summarized in the bottom line of Table 1.

None of the available sensor gloves was perfectly suited for the measurement framework.

Therefore, a novel sensor glove adapted for the current requirements was developed and

evaluated. The glove can be manufactured for different hand sizes, can detect movements

<0.1◦, and is extremely cheap. Moreover, to enhance measurement accuracy and to increase

sensor linearity the sensors were modified and adapted to the specific needs. In the following

chapters (see Figure 6) the evaluation and modifications of the sensors, the sensor glove

material, the conditioning circuits and the software interface is described in detail.

After the technical characteristics, the repeatability and the subjective comfort is assessed

and compared to other sensor gloves. Finally, further developments and optimizations are

discussed.

2.1.2 Sensor type selection

A variety of sensors have been employed to measure joint angle, including strain gauges,

fiber optics, inductive sensors, capacitive sensors, Hall effect sensors or resistive bend sensors.

Their working mechanisms are shortly summarized:
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2.1 The sensor glove system

Name No. of Resolution Sample Analog Both Different Price

sensors (◦) rate (Hz) output hands sizes

Cyber Glove II 18, 22 0.5 90 no yes no 8900 e

X-IST Glove 5, 14, 15 - 60 no yes no 2913 e

Power Glove 10 - - no - - -

Human Glove 22 0.4 - no - no -

Shadow Monitor 5 0.06 - 3 - no yes yes -

Didji Glove 10 - - no - no 3200 e

SIGMA Glove

P5 Glove 5 0.5 60 no yes no 99 �
5DT Glove Ultra 5, 14 0.2 60 no yes no 4700 e

DG5-VHand 5 - 100 no - no 785 �
TUB Glove 24 0.2 20 - 100 no no no -

VPL Data Glove 10 - - no no no 9000 e

Pinch Glove - - - no yes no 1899 �
Shape Hand

Requirements min. 14 < 0.1 > 40 yes yes yes < 1000 e

Table 1: Characteristics of available sensor gloves and requirements for the sensor glove needed

for the measurement framework.� The use of fiber optics to measure bend requires a light source such as a light emitting

diode and a photo detector. The amount of bend is proportional to the attenuation of

detected light in specially treated sections of fiber that pass over the tops of the finger

joints. Disadvantages of this sensor types include the complexity of glove construction

and price [225].� The physical construction of a typical linear inductive sensor consists of a movable

core of magnetic material and three coils comprising the static transformer [132]. One

of the three coils is the primary coil and the other two are secondary coils. When

an AC excitation signal is applied to the primary coil, voltages are induced in the

two secondary coils. The magnetic core inside the coil winding assembly provides the

magnetic flux path linking the primary and secondary coils. When the magnetic core

is displaced from the neutral position, an electromagnetic imbalance occurs, leading to

a proportional output voltage across the secondary coils.� Joint angles can also be measured by capacitive sensors, which consist of two layers

of conductive polymer separated by a dielectric. Each conductive layer is arranged as

a comblike fashion, such that the overlapping electrode surface is proportional to the

amount of sensor bending [169, 132]. The bending angle can be determined using the

direct proportionality of the capacitance and the overlapping surface of the two sensor

electrodes.� Hall-effect sensors, which detect magnetic fields, can be configured as proximity sensors

to provide a linear output proportional to distance from a magnetic source [127]. By
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Figure 6: Overview of the chapters describing the sensor glove development.

placing a series of sensors on the back of a glove in a predefined pattern, the joint angle

can be computed from the changing field strengths measured by the sensors when the

fingers bend.� Strain gages detect stretch produced by joint rotation. The design of strain gage-

based sensors consists of specially designed structures that perform in a predictable

and repeatable manner when a force, load or weight is applied. The applied input is

translated into a voltage by the resistance change in the strain gages. The amount of

change in resistance indicates the magnitude of deformation in the transducer structure

and hence the stretch that is applied [255]. Strain gages may have very high accuracy,

but are expensive and often difficult to handle [225].� Resistive bend sensors (Figure 7A) consist of thin flexible substrate that is coated with

a carbon/polymer based ink [86, 15]. When the coated film is bent, the ink separates

into many micro cracks which upon movement open and close to the specific bending

of the material causing a change in electrical conductivity [80] as shown in Figure 7B.

Increasing bend angle is generally associated with increased resistance which can be

converted to voltage signal changes by electrical circuits [79]. However, resistive bend

sensors do not allow reliable measurements due to their non-linear characteristics and

unstable behavior [225].

Conductive ink

Substrate

Conductive material

Micro cracks

A B

Deflection

Figure 7: (A) Elements of a resistive bend sensor. (B) Principle of work.

While each technology has advantages and disadvantages, resistive bend sensors were selected

for the following reasons:� Signal conditioning is simple. For the simplest circuit only one additional resistor is

needed to build a voltage divider [79].� The sensor length can be adapted by cutting the sensor and re-establishing the electrical

contacts, for example using conductive silver.
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2.1 The sensor glove system� Cost factor: The costs for one sensor amounts to only 4-10e which results in <150e

for a glove with 14 sensors.� Sensors are lightweight, improving user comfort.

Sensors from three different manufacturers were evaluated according to their signal stability

and the sensor type with best stability was used. Subsequently, to increase measurement

reliability and linearity, sensors were modified as described in the following sections.

2.1.3 Sensor stability

Because of dynamic effects of the conductive ink and the substrate of the sensor, resistance

generally does not remain stable when constantly bent to a static position. To quantify this

effect, sensors from 3 manufacturers, namely Flexpoint (FP, 2” sensor without overlaminate),

Abrams Gentile (AG) and Spectra Symbol (SS; here the plastic substrate on the back of the

sensor was thinner than in commercially available sensors) were evaluated and the sensor

type with the most stable signal was chosen. In an experimental setup, each sensor was

attached to a manual goniometer (1◦ resolution) as illustrated in Figure 8A. After remaining

in the neutral (0◦) position for 10 s, the goniometer (and with it the sensor) was bent (≈500

ms movement duration) and adjusted at a bending position of 60◦ for 40 s. Subsequently,

it was returned to the baseline position for 10 s. To quantify the step response behavior of

each sensor, the mean of 15 measurements was used. The ratios of the signal value (which

was proportional to the resistance of the sensor) as obtained immediately after the bending

(T0) and the signal value 1, 5, 10, 20 and 30 s (T1 - T5) afterwards, were calculated. All

sensors exhibited a similar step response curve as illustrated in Figure 8B, C and D.
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Figure 8: Step response of resistive bend sensors from three manufacturers.

Each sensor reached a peak resistance value just as it was bent, with an immediate decay

in resistance over time. Compared to the initial peak resistance, the resistance of the AG

sensor decayed after 30 s (T5) for 28.6 ± 4.1 % and the resistance of the SS sensor decayed
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for 13.0 ± 2.7 %. The mean decay of the FP sensor 30 s after bending was 9.3 ± 2.4 %. The

decay was highly significant different between sensors (ANOVA, F = 164.95, p << 0.001)

which could be attributed to significant differences between all sensor types (p < 0.001, two

tailed unpaired t-tests). Since the FP sensors showed the best stability, they were chosen as

the preferred sensors.

In an attempt to further enhance the sensor stability, a thin unplasticised polyvinyl chloride

(PVC) foil with a width of 4 mm and a thickness of 0.2 mm was fixed over the carbon layer on

the front side of the Flexpoint bend sensor using an instant adhesive (Pattex Plastik, Henkel,

Duesseldorf, Germany). The sensor was then turned around and flexed in the opposite

direction so that the attached plastic foil was squeezed when bent. After this modification,

which was termed Modification 1, the step response was reassessed as described above. As a

consequence, the mechanical stiffness somewhat increased but the sensor resistance decayed

for only -0.8 ± 2.2 % (see Figure 9) of the step function rise, significantly less compared to

the original FP sensor (p << 0.001, two-tailed unpaired t-test at T5). The other two sensor

types were also modified and tested but showed worse results.

Figure 9: (A) Modification of sensors. (B) Step response after modification was enhanced.

To test if this effect was specific only for the selected sensor, the resistance variation of six

additional sensors during 40 s of bending at 60◦ was tested before and after Modification 1.

The mean of three measurements before and after Modification 1 for each sensor was used

for further analysis. Additionally, to assess the change of the sensor resistance over a longer

time period, three of the six sensors were tested in a condition lasting 60 min. Here, the

sensor remained in the neutral position for 1 min, was bent to 60◦ for 58 min and finally was

returned to baseline for 1 min. Again, the mean of three measurements for each sensor before

and after Modification 1 was used for analysis. The ratios of the signal value immediately

after the bending (T0), and the signal value 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 min (T6 - T10) afterwards

were calculated.

Before Modification 1, the resistance of all six sensors continuously decreased for 6.3 ± 1.4 %

at T5 (Figure 10A and Table 2 for details for T1-T4). Three of the six sensors were monitored

during 58 min of bending. Results indicate that the resistance continuously decayed for ≈30

min (T8) and then stayed stable. At the end of the measurement, 50 min after the bending

(T10), the mean decay was 16.8 ± 4.9 % (Figure 10C). After Modification 1, the sensor

resistance decreased to -1.0 ± 0.8 % at T5 (Figure 10B), ≈6 times lower in magnitude than

the original sensors. Moreover, the resistance of three of the six sensors remained stable (-1.9

± 1.0 %) until the last measurement at 50 min (T10) after the step response (Figure 10D).

Detailed results of individual sensors are shown in Table 2.

Because this modification removed a major drawback of resistive bend sensors for reliable
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Figure 10: The change of sensor resistance was recorded before (A) and after (C) Modification

1 during 40 s of bending to ≈60◦ in six sensors (grey lines indicate the mean out of

three measurements from each sensor and black lines indicate the mean of all sensors).

Three of the six sensors were also tested before (B) and after (D) Modification 1 in a

condition lasting 60 min. In both conditions, Modification 1 considerably reduced the

decay of the sensor resistance after the step function.

measurements of human finger movements, the sensors for the sensor glove were modified

as described above and all further results are based on FP sensors after Modification 1.

A second undesired characteristic of resistive bend sensors, the non-linear behavior, was

compensated by Modification 2, which is introduced in the next chapter.

2.1.4 Sensor linearity

The procedure to establish the relationship between change of sensor signal and the bend

angle is commonly referred to as calibration and is realized after A/D conversion by software

or by manual processing of the sensor signals. The relationship is influenced by� the change of sensor resistance when bent,� the hand size of the person wearing the glove,� the transfer characteristic of the conditioning circuit and� the software mapping routines.

Linear sensors, a linear transfer characteristic of the conditioning circuit and a linear map-

ping of the sensor signals in joint angle are desirable. The advantage is that calibration can

be performed using only two values at specific joint angles. Furthermore, the sensor resolu-

tion after analog/digital (A/D) conversion is constant across the whole range of joint angles.

Resistive bend sensors generally exhibit a non-linear relationship. Therefore, an attempt was
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Original sensors

Decay after step function 60 s (%) Decay after step function 60 min (%)

T0 T1 T2 T3 T4 T5 T0 T6 T7 T8 T9 T10

t(s) 0 1 5 10 20 30 t(min) 0 10 20 30 40 50

Sensor Sensor

#1 0.0 1.6 3.6 4.7 5.1 5.2 #1 0.0 10.8 11.5 13.1 13.0 11.8

#2 0.0 0.5 3.6 4.9 5.6 6.2 #2 0.0 15.1 18.2 20.4 21.8 21.5

#3 0.0 0.1 3.5 5.7 7.4 8.1 #3 0.0 14.0 16.8 17.2 15.7 17.0

#4 0.0 1.8 4.3 5.4 6.7 7.2 #4

#5 0.0 1.0 3.5 5.2 6.0 6.7 #5

#6 0.0 0.3 1.4 1.8 3.6 4.2 #6

Mean 0.0 0.9 3.3 4.6 5.7 6.3 Mean 0.0 13.3 15.5 16.9 16.8 16.8

Sensors after Modification 1

Decay after step function 60 s (%) Decay after step function 60 min (%)

T0 T1 T2 T3 T4 T5 T0 T6 T7 T8 T9 T10

t(s) 0 1 5 10 20 30 t(min) 0 10 20 30 40 50

Sensor Sensor

#1 0.0 -0.4 -0.3 -0.6 -1.2 -1.6 #1 0.0 -1.9 -2.3 -2.5 -2.5 -2.5

#2 0.0 -0.2 -1.2 -1.4 -1.9 -2.1 #2 0.0 -2.4 -2.6 -2.6 -2.6 -2.4

#3 0.0 0.8 2.3 1.5 0.4 0.0 #3 0.0 -0.1 -0.0 -0.3 -0.7 -0.7

#4 0.0 -0.4 -1.2 -2.4 -1.6 -0.8 #4

#5 0.0 -0.8 -1.0 -0.5 -0.5 -0.4 #5

#6 0.0 -0.4 -0.6 -0.8 -0.9 -1.1 #6

Mean 0.0 -0.2 -0.3 -0.7 -1.0 -1.0 Mean 0.0 -1.5 -1.6 -1.8 -1.9 -1.9

Table 2: Sensor signal decay over time before and after Modification 1. For each sensor the mean

values out of 3 trials are shown. Positive values indicate a decrease and negative values

an increase with respect to T0.

made to enhance the linear relationship of sensor resistance of modified FP sensors and bend

angle. The challenge of sensor linearization appears in several applications such as in tem-

perature measurement systems using temperature sensitive resistors. A common approach

is to linearize these sensors by placing resistances in parallel to the resistors. The value of

the parallel resistance is chosen to maximize the linearity of the temperature-resistance re-

lationship. The same procedure was adopted here. As a first step, the relationship between

sensor resistance and bend angle, the ”calibration curve” was assessed experimentally. A

sensor after Modification 1 was placed over a gonimeter which was adjusted to 0, 15, 30, 45,

60, 75 and 90◦. In each case the corresponding sensor resistance RSensor was recorded. The

procedure was repeated three times and the mean values constituted the calibration curve
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2.1 The sensor glove system

(black dots in Figure 11A). The calibration curve was mathematically approximated by a

quadratic function according to

RSensor(Angle) = f(x1) = p2 · x2
1 + p1 · x1 + p0, (2.2)

where p2 = 0.00083794, p1 = 0.094847 and p0 = 4.1643 form the function coefficients de-

termined by a least squares fitting algorithm (red line in Figure 11A). With this func-

tional, the sensor resistance can be described as a non-linear function of the bend angle

x1 ∈ {0, 90◦}. This interpolation procedure was used to smooth the data and to evaluate

the sensor resistance-angle relationship at more points than measured. If a parallel resis-

tance RParallel is added, the final sensor resistance RSensor,new does not only depend on the

bend angle x1 but also on the value of the parallel resistance x2. Thus, the function which

describes the calibration curve in dependence of RParallel is given by

RSensor,new(Angle, RParallel) = g(x1, x2) =
f(x1) · x2

f(x1) + x2
=

p2 · x2
1 · x2 + p1 · x1 · x2 + p0 · x2

p2 · x2
1 + p1 · x1 + p0 + x2

.

(2.3)

Figure 11: (A) Calibration curve for a sensor after Modification 1. (B) Effect of a parallel resis-

tance on the calibration curve.

This map is visualized in Figure 11B. White lines indicate the calibration curves for RParallel =

1, 20 and 50 kΩ. Obviously, the calibration curve for large parallel resistances (left white

line) approaches the original calibration curve while it converges to zero and changes its

slope to the opposite direction, if the parallel resistance is small (right white line in Figure

11B). Between these two extremes, a value of the parallel resistance exists, at which the

linearity of the calibration curve is maximal (middle white line in Figure 11B). To determine

this optimal value of RParallel exactly, the linearity of the calibration curves for fixed parallel

resistances was numerically quantified as a fit to a linear regression model. The goodness of

a linear regression for a given parallel resistance x2 = k can be assessed as the residuum ei,

which denotes the difference between resistance at g(x1 = i, x2 = k) and resistance predicted

by a linear regression ŷ(x1, x2 = k) of g evaluated at x1 = i, i ∈ {0, 90} (Figure 12):

ei = g(x1 = i, x2 = k) − ŷ(x1 = i, x2 = k). (2.4)

Further, the squared sum of the residuum over all considered data points
∑

e2
i for a given

parallel resistance x2 = k can be expressed as part of the data variance [32]:
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ei

g(x1, x2 = k)

g(x1 = i, x2 = k)

x1 = i

Linear regression 
of g(x1, x2 = k)

Figure 12: Measure of linearity of the calibration curve for a given parallel resistance.

90∑

x1=0

(g(x1, k) − g(x1, k))2

n − 1
=

90∑

x1=0

(g(x1, k) − ŷ(x1, k))2 +
90∑

x1=0

(ŷ(x1, k) − g(x1, k))2

n − 1
. (2.5)

This equation indicates that the variance of g(x1, k) evaluated for a specific step size 1
n

for

x1 can be formulated as the sum of the variance explained by the linear regression model

and the residual variance. Thus, the quotient

r2 =

90∑

x1=0

(g(x1, k) − ŷ(x1, k))2

90∑

x1=0

(g(x1, k) − g(x1, k))2

(2.6)

is a marker of how much variance of the data points can be explained by a linear model

for a given parallel resistance x2 = k. r2 values close to 0 indicate a non-linear relationship

inherent in the data, whereas values close to 1 indicate high linearity. The exact value of

the optimal resistance RParallel maximizing linearity of the calibration curve was found by

minimizing the error function

min
x2

(errfcn(x2)) = min
x2

(1 − r2) (2.7)

by a least squares optimization algorithm using a step size of 1
n

= 0.001.

Figure 13: (A) Values of 1 - errfcn(x2) for parallel resistances from 0 - 60 kΩ. (B) Empirically

assessed calibration with a parallel resistance of 20 kΩ and linear regression.
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2.1 The sensor glove system

Figure 13A shows calculated r2 values for different parallel resistances ranging from 1 to 60

kΩ. The maximum r2 value was determined by the optimization algorithm as RParallel =

22.68 kΩ. For implementation, a resistance with a value of 20 kΩ was placed parallel to the

sensor and a new empirical calibration curve was determined (Figure 13 red line indicates

linear regression with r2 = 0.9975). For abduction sensors, a resistance value of RParallel =

47 kΩ was chosen analogously. This second modification was termed Modification 2.

2.1.5 Glove material and sensor arrangements

The sensors after Modification 2 were embedded in a glove, custom fabricated out of a

stretchable grade of Lycra. On the dorsal side of the hand, two layers of Lyrca were sewed

together so that the sensors could be inserted between the layers (Figure 14B). Ten 2”

sensors after Modification 2 were placed over the dorsal aspects of the metacarpal (MCP)

and proximal interphalangeal (PIP) joints. For the thumb, the sensors were placed over

the MCP and interphalangeal (IP) joint. The end of the proximal sensor was allowed to

overlap with the distal sensor so that the sensors could be optimally placed over the MCP

and PIP joints (Figure 14C). To ensure that the sensors could not leave their position at one

end, they were fixed to the glove stuff (arrows in Figure 14A, B and C). Abduction (ABD)

Fixation

Sensor 
overlap

A B

C

Sensor

MR IL

T

D

MCPPIP

Sensor overlap

Figure 14: The sensor glove with 14 sensors to measure flexion and abduction movements. (A)

Top view of the glove. To ensure that the sensors could not leave their position, they

were fixed to the glove stuff (black arrows). (B) Frontal view of the glove (T indicates

the thumb, I the index finger, M the middle finger, R the ring finger and L the little

finger). (C) Section through the middle of a finger.

sensors consisted of four 1” sensors from the same manufacturer and were placed in a half-

circle configuration between the Index-Middle, Middle-Ring and Ring-Little fingers (Figure

14B). If two fingers were abducted, the fixed ends of the sensors were pulled apart causing

an increase in bending radius and thus a reduction of sensor resistance. The Thumb-Index

abduction sensor was fixed to the glove material between thumb and index finger.

Since the calibration curve of the sensors changes when bent about a different radius [225]

the linearity of the 14 sensors embedded in the glove may differ in subjects with different
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2 The measurement framework

hand sizes. To address this point, all sensors were manually calibrated in two male subjects

with a medium to large hand size and in one female subject with a small hand size. For each

subject, the procedure took ≈30 min to complete. The mean r2 values of all subjects ranged

from 0.9855 to 0.9980 with an overall mean of 0.9915 ± 0.0031, indicating a high degree of

linearity in all joints. The calibration curves for all subjects and the linear regression for the

mean values across subjects are illustrated in Figure 15. The mean r2 value across joints of

Angle (deg)
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Figure 15: Mean out of three empirically established normalized calibration curves for all joints in

three subjects after Modification 2. r
2 values of the mean calibration curve confirmed

an acceptable degree of sensor linearity.

the female subject with small hand size (0.9881 ± 0.0086) tended to be somewhat smaller

than in the male subjects with larger hand sizes (0.9942 ± 0.0058 and 0.9921 ± 0.0064,

respectively) but the differences did not reach statistical significance (ANOVA, F = 2.78, p

= 0.07). Thus, the degree of linearity after Modification 2 is only mildly affected by different

hand sizes. To obtain absolutely optimal characteristics, the modification parameters may

be optimized for gloves manufactured for small and large hands, respectively. Therefore, 4

gloves pairs (left and right hand) for different hand sizes were produced.

2.1.6 Sensor signal conditioning

Before A/D conversion, the measured variable, here the change of sensor resistance during

bending must be converted into voltage signals. As noted in chapter 2.1.4, the transfer

characteristic of the conditioning circuit, i.e. the relationship between the sensor resistance

and the output voltage, should be linear for calibration. Furthermore it should be possible to

power the conditioning circuit by the USB interface from a conventional personal computer
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2.1 The sensor glove system

with a voltage supply between 0 and 5 V. Besides a low noise in the output signal, the

gain of the conversion should be adaptable. Among the many possibilities to meet these

requirements, operational amplifier (op-Amp) circuits are especially suited [79]. A non-

inverting amplifier circuit was selected, because it combines a linear relationship between

output voltage and sensor resistance without the need of a symmetric powering of the op-

Amp. The relationship between sensor resistance and output voltage Uamp is given by

Uamp(RSensor,new) = Uc · (1 +
RSensor,new

Rv
),

where RSensor,new is the sensor resistance after Modification 1, Uc is a constant input voltage

of the non-inverting op-Amp input and Rv is a resistance which value affects the gain of the

amplifier.

Commonly, high frequency noise in the output signal of the non-inverting amplifier is present,

which can distort the glove signals and can lead to measurement errors [83]. The source of the

noise can be every part of the circuit such as the sensors, inductive or capacitive couplings

in the wires or the op-Amps. Another issue to be considered is the sampling theorem in

A/D applications. The input signal must be band limited to less than the half the sampling

frequency to avoid aliasing. This task is usually accomplished with sharp low-pass filters

designed to provide adequate attenuation at at least half the sampling frequency [83]. Since

the frequency of finger movements is anatomically restricted to maximum 15-20 Hz [5], and

the sampling frequency of the used A/D converter is 50 Hz, the filter was designed to have

an edge frequency of 20 Hz. For the current application, a 4th-order Butterworth filter in a

Sallen-Key configuration with a sharp falloff of 80 db/decade [152] was developed.

Generally, the characteristics of a filter are completely described by its transfer function

H(s), calculated as the Laplace transform of the relationship between input and output

voltage:

H(s) =
Uout(s)

Uin(s)
=

amsm + am−1s
m−1 + · · ·+ a1s + a0

bnsn + bn−1sn−1 + · · ·+ b1s + b0
(2.8)

where s = σ+jω is the complex frequency variable [83]. The transfer function H(s) can also

be written as a rational function of s with appropriate scaling coefficients ak, k = 0 . . .m and

bl, l = 0 . . . n. The degree n of the denominator determines the order of the filter (first order,

second order, etc.). By varying the parameters of H(s) (i.e. changing the electronic parts

of the circuit), filter characteristics including system stability, edge frequency, amplitude

attenuation, and phase shift can be influenced. Especially the position of the poles (the

zeros of the denominator) are important to design the desired filter characteristics. Figure

16A shows the hardware implementation of a Sallen-Key 2nd-order low-pass filter with the

transfer function

H(s) =
Uout(s)

Uin(s)
=

1

R1C1R2C2s2 + (R1C2 + R2C2)s + 1
. (2.9)

Higher-order filters must not be treated separately, because a polynomial in s of any length

can be factored into a series of quadratic terms (plus a single first-order term if the polynomial

is odd, [152]). Therefore, a 4th-order low-pass filter can be built by cascading two 2nd-order

filters:
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Figure 16: (A) Hardware implementation of a 2nd-order low pass filter. (B) Amplitude of the

transfer function of two different 2nd-order low pass filter. (C) Amplitude of the

transfer function of the cascaded filters from B resulting in a 4th-order Butterworth

filter.

H(s) = H1(s)·H2(s) =
1

R1C1R2C2s2 + (R1C2 + R2C2)s + 1
· 1

R3C3R4C4s2 + (R3C4 + R4C4)s + 1
.

(2.10)

In the current application, the frequency behavior of the 4th- order filter is determined by the

pole locations of the two 2nd-order filters, i.e. the values of the resistances and capacitors.

Several concepts for pole placement exist, each leading to different filter characteristics.

Examples are the Bessel, the Chebychev or the Elliptic filter. A type of filter which is

common to many applications requires a response that is maximally flat in the passband,

but cuts off as sharply as possible afterwards. Such a behavior, which is also desired here, can

be obtained by arranging the poles with equal spacing around a semicircular locus [83, 152].

This kind of filters are called Butterworth filters. It can be accessed from data tables that

the transfer function of a 4th-order Butterworth filter with an edge frequency of 1 rad/s is

H(s) = H1(s) · H2(s) =
1

s2 + 1.8478s + 1
· 1

s2 + 0.7654s + 1
. (2.11)

Thus, for the first 2nd-order filter the following equations must hold:

R1C1R2C2 = 1

R1C2 + R2C2 = 1.8478,

and for the second filter:

R3C3R4C4 = 1

R3C4 + R4C4 = 0.7654

The resistances for both filters were initially chosen to be R1 = R2 = R3 = R4 = 1 kΩ.

Then, the values of the capacitors are calculated to C1 = 1.08 mF, C2 = 0.92 mF and C3 =

2.61mF, C4 = 0.38 mF, respectively.

Figure 16B shows the amplitude of the transfer function of both filters across the complex

s-plane. The sharp rise of the amplitude indicates the position of the poles. If only the

complex part of s is considered, i.e. s = jω; σ = 0, the amplitude of the frequency response
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(red lines in Figure 16B) is obtained. Note that none of the 2nd-order filters is a Butterworth

filter on its own. However by cascading these two 2nd-order filters, a 4th-order Butterworth

filter is implemented (Figure 16C). It can be seen that the signal amplitude of the transfer

function (red line in Figure 16C) drops for 3 dB at a frequency of 1 rad/s. This frequency

is called the edge frequency. To shift the edge frequency to the desired value of ω0 = 20 Hz,

the capacitor values were reduced by a factor of 2πω0 to C1 = 8.61 µF, C2 = 7.35 µF, C3 =

20.79 µF and C4 = 3.04 µF.

For practical reasons (availability of the hardware components), the resistance values of

R1 = R2 = 9 kΩ and R3 = R4 = 21 kΩ and capacitor values of C1 = 1 µF, C2 = 0.85 µF, C3

= 1 µF and C4 = 0.15 µF were chosen for the implementation. The final conditioning circuit

including the non-inverting amplifier and the Butterworth filter is visualized in Figure 17.
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Figure 17: Complete conditioning circuit for a sensor consisting of the non-inverting amplifier

and the 4th-order Butterworth filter.

The circuit is powered by a positive reference voltage U+, for example from an USB in-

terface. The constant reference voltage Uc for the non-inverting amplifier can be adjusted

by a potentiometer which serves as a voltage divider. A resistance is placed parallel to the

sensor in the feedback path of the amplifier, leading to a linear relationship between sensor

resistance (RSensor,new) change and change of the amplifier output voltage Uamp. A second

potentiometer Rv allows a flexible adjustment of the amplification gain. The voltage Uamp

is then gated into the Butterworth filter to reduce signal noise and to band limit the signal

for proper A/D conversion. Finally, the output voltage Uout is A/D converted and fed into

the computer.

2.1.7 Analog / Digital (A/D) conversion

After conditioning, the analogous signals must be digitized for recording and further analysis

on a computer. For most of the available sensor gloves, individual A/D converters with

special transmission protocols were developed. The communication with the glove is then

restricted to the functionalities and A/D conversion facilities of the glove. For the sensor

glove developed here, the A/D concept is different and as flexible as possible:� First, no individual A/D converter was developed. Instead, the glove is provided with a

commercially available A/D card which comes with a number of libraries for interfacing

the glove from different software programs and programming languages. For Java users,

a set of routines have been developed as described later in this chapter.
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of the filtered sensor signals (see Figure 18). Thus, users who already possess A/D

equipment (which is the case for most neurophysiological labs) simply can plug the

glove in their devices and use it with their individual software and processing routines.

If, for example, the relationship between finger kinematics and muscle activity is topic

of a study, the glove can be connected to the electromyographic apparatus and the

signals from the two modalities can be recorded in a single file with equal sampling

rate (this was done in Study 2 and 3, see later). Furthermore, for analysis, there is no

need for synchronization between the glove and muscle activities.
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Figure 18: The conditioning circuit is connected to a commercially available A/D converter which

communicates with the computer via the USB port. To maximize flexibility of data

acquisition, an analogous output was provided.

A commercially available A/D converter was chosen which best met the requirements for the

glove system. The card is a LabJack U3 (LabJack Corporation, Lakewood, Colorado, USA),

equipped with an USB 2.0 interface, 16 A/D channels (0 - 2.44 V), 50 Hz sampling rate, 12

bit resolution and software drivers for Java, C/C++, Python, VisualBasic, LabView, and

more. Additionally, the card is provided with a reference output voltage of 5 V which is

used to power the conditioning circuit (see Figure 18). The cost factor is ≈125 e. To ensure

the highest angular resolution, the analogous signal of the conditioning circuit was adjusted

to the highest range with a maximum of 2.44 V. Within this A/D setup, the a maximum

sensor resolution was between 0.01 and 0.1◦.

For the measurement framework, a set of Java routines for data acquisition was developed.

The Java Native Interface (JNI, [147]) was used to access the native functions of the A/D

card (provided in a dynamic link library, .dll). The JNI is a feature that allows to take

advantage of the Java platform, but still utilize code written in other languages. As a part

of the Java virtual machine implementation, the JNI is a two-way interface that allows Java

applications to invoke native code and vice versa (see Figure 19). Since JNI methods are

already included in the LabJack U3, the card can directly be accessed from Java.

Therefore, only a Java library was developed which configures the A/D card for the special

needs of the sensor glove. Some of the methods are illustrated in Figure 19. For example,

the method ’openGlove()’ enables the communication with the A/D card and configures it

for the acquisition of 16 A/D channels. If the glove connection is established, the method

– 26 – .



2.1 The sensor glove system

openGlove()
closeGlove()
fillRawSensorAll()
writeToFile()
startSampling()
stopSampling()
onDSR()
onDTR()
...

.dll

JNI

.java

.comm

. . .

A/D converter

I1

I14

RS 232

Hardware Software

USB

GloveProxy

Figure 19: Software routines for accessing the A/D card were developed by using the Java Native

Interface. Additional, an external trigger mechanisms to start and stop measurements

with TTL-signals was implemented.

’fillRawSensorAll()’ forces the LabJack to internally collect raw signals from all 16 A/D

channels and to return a 16-dimensional array containing the actual voltage signals. The

values of the array can be written to a data file by invoking the ’writeToFile()’ method.

For data recording, the function ’startSampling()’ is called, which invokes the ’fillRawSen-

sorAll()’ and ’writeToFile()’ methods every 20 ms (50 Hz), resulting in a data stream from

the glove to a data file on the computer. Recording stops if the method ’stopSampling()’

is called. Finally, the connection to the A/D card can be destroyed by the ’closeGlove()’

method. To enable an external start of the data recording, the Java application was pro-

grammed to ’listen’ to the ’Data Set Ready’ (DSR) pin of the RS232 interface [123] (This

feature was implemented using the .comm package). If a TTL signal occurs at this pin, the

data recording is started (’onDSR()’) by invoking the ’startSampling()’ method. Similarly

the measurement can be stopped by a TTL signal on the ’Data Terminal Ready’ (DTR) pin

of the RS232 port (’onDTR()’), which leads to a call of the ’stopSampling()’ method. These

and several additional methods provide basic functionality for retrieving and storing raw

data from the glove as needed for the evaluation of the sensor glove. For the training system

discussed in Chapter 2.4, this library served as a basis for more refined data acquisition

methods.

2.1.8 Sensor glove evaluation

In addition to the technical characteristics of the glove, other factors such as the glove fit

to the subject’s hand determine the measurement accuracy, repeatability and reliability.

Furthermore, user comfort during wearing the glove is also an important factor. In the

following chapters the evaluation of these features is described.

Repeatability and accuracy compared to other sensor gloves

Four tests of repeatability, similar to those described earlier [264] were conducted in 5 sub-

jects (3 male and 2 female): For each subject a plaster mold was fabricated to ensure that

the finger joints in Test A and B could be consistently placed in the same position. Subjects

were asked to create a cylindrical shaped object by squeezing a modeling mass with the

thumb in opposition to the other fingers (Figure 20A). After the mass became stiff after ≈20

min, the grip posture could be repeated identically. Additionally, the 5DT-Glove Ultra and
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the TUB-Glove were evaluated analogously in 4 subjects. Because it was shown that grip

force affects test accuracy, we followed the recommendation by Dipietro and colleagues to

instruct the subjects to grip the mold with as low force as possible and not to squeeze it

[63].

90°

6 s

Thumb MCP

Time

Thumb IP

Thumb-Index ABD

Index MCP

Index PIP

Index-Middle ABD

Middle MCP

Middle PIP

Middle-Ring ABD

Ring MCP

Ring PIP

Ring-Little ABD

Little MCP

Little PIP

Test C / DTest A / BA

B

Figure 20: (A) Principle of repeatability tests. (B) Raw data for each joint in one subject. Ten

data files from one block of Test C are concatenated and visualized. Different back-

ground colours indicate different data files. The dark grey shaded rectangle indicates

the last 20 samples of the first data file which were used for analysis and corresponded

to the flat hand position in (A).

In Test A and B (Figure 20A left) the repeatability of a roughly cylindrical grip posture

was quantified, whereas in Test C and D, the consistency of a neutral flat hand position was

assessed (Figure 20A right):

Test A: Mold grip and glove on between data acquisition

This test aimed to quantify the repeatability of a roughly cylindrical grip posture. The

subjects’s hand initially was in a flat position on the table. After a Go-Signal the subject

gripped the plaster mold until data recording stopped after 6 s (see Figure 20A). Then the

hand was returned to the flat position and the next trial was initiated. Ten blocks were

recorded, and each block consisted of 10 trials. The subjects did not remove the glove

between blocks.

Test B: Mold grip and glove off between data acquisition
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Test B was analogous to Test A, except that the glove was removed and put on again before

each block. Here, the influence of donning and doffing was quantified.

Test C: Flat hand and glove on between data acquisition

To assess the consistency of a neutral position, subject placed their flat hand on a table in

marked finger positions. After a Go-Signal, the subject performed a flexion movement of all

fingers and returned to the flat hand position after ≈3 s. Typical sensor readings obtained

from one subject in Test C are shown in Figure 20B: data files from 10 trials (1 block) were

concatenated and visualized. Recordings stopped after 6 s. Again 10 blocks consisting of 10

trials each were recorded.

Test D: Flat hand and glove off between data acquisition

This test was analogous to Test C, except that the glove was removed and put on again

before each block.

For each subjects, the entire procedure took about 1.5 hours to complete. For repeatability

analysis, the last 20 samples of each trial were averaged to reduce the data to 14 static joint

angles representing the end posture of the trial (Figure 20B, dark grey shaded rectangle). As

previously defined [63], the 100 trials for each test can then be represented as a 3-dimensional

matrix Xijk, where i = 1...10 denotes the zth trial, j = 1...10 the jth block and k = 1...14 the

kth sensor. Accuracy of the repeatability measurements was quantified as the range (Range)

and the standard deviation (SD) [63, 226]. For each repeatability test and each subject,

Range was computed as

Rk = maxj(X̄jk) − minj(X̄jk),

where

X̄jk =
1

10

10∑

i=1

X̄ijk.

SD was calculated as the standard deviation of the Xijk values. SD and Range values were

averaged across joints or across subjects. The reliability between measures in each test

was assessed by intraclass correlation coefficients (ICCs). ICC values were calculated for

each test by randomly choosing 2 trials out of 2 randomly chosen blocks for each subject.

The average angles of the last 20 samples of the 2 trials were calculated for each subject.

Afterwards, the angle pairs of each joint from all subjects were pooled together and an ICC

[222] was calculated for each joint. A high ICC close to 1 indicated a small fraction of

variance explained by measurement errors (i.e. a high reliability). Conversely, a low ICC

indicated a large fraction of variance explained by measurement errors (i.e. a low reliability).

For consistency, the entire procedure was repeated 20 times resulting in 20 ICC values for

each joint. The grand mean ICC was calculated by averaging all 20 ICCs.

The glove was calibrated before the experiments by using the maximum and the minimum

sensor values for each joint without including hyperextension of the metacarpophalangeal

joints (interphalangeal for the thumb). Calibration was necessary to adjust the sensor range

to different hand sizes. The minimum and maximum values were stable across the three

calibration cycles indicating that the glove fitted well to the subject’s hand and did not

considerably move during calibration. In the current experiments, Range and SD values were

highly correlated (Figure 21A) to each other (r > 0.99, Pearson’s correlation coefficient), as

was also observed by Wise and colleagues [264]. In accordance with previous studies, the

average flat hand repeatability (Range 3.29 ± 1.29◦; SD 1.07 ± 0.42◦) was better than
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the average grip repeatability (Range 6.63 ± 1.86◦; SD 2.10 ± 0.56◦) and the repeatability

without removing the glove (Range 4.35 ± 2.14◦; SD 1.4 ± 0.65◦) was better than the

repeatability with removing the glove between blocks (Range 5.57 ± 2.43◦; SD 1.77 ± 0.76◦).
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Figure 21: (A) Average Range plotted against average SD for each subject of Test A - Test D.

As noted by other authors, Range and SD values were highly correlated to each other.

(B) SD of each joint averaged across subjects and tests. Results were comparable to

previously evaluated sensor gloves.

One of the five subjects (Subject #3) had a large hand size (>7.5) which made it difficult

to don the glove over his hand consistently. This is reflected in the higher Range and SD

values of this subject especially in Test B and D (Figure 21A black triangle). In Table 3

the mean repeatability values across all subjects are summarized and compared to results

obtained with the 5DT-Glove Ultra, the TUB-Glove, and previously evaluated gloves.

Range and SD values were also calculated for each joint across subjects (visualization of

SD values in Figure 21B). In this analysis, all joints showed comparable SD values from

0.96◦ to 1.93◦ (Range 3.05◦ - 6.16◦), except the Thumb-Index ABD sensor, which had a

somewhat higher SD of 3.65◦ (Range 11.01◦). ICC values were computed to identify the

variability between measures. ICC values close to 1 indicated a high reliability, whereas

ICC values close to 0 indicated low reliability. In the current study, the overall ICC values

across tests were high and ranged from 0.87 (Middle-Ring ABD) to 0.98 (Little MCP) with

an overall average across tests and joints of 0.93 ± 0.05. Thus, repeatability and reliability

of the sensor glove is high and lies in the range of previously evaluated sensor gloves. For

evaluation of subjective and ergonomic features of the glove, a user feedback questionnaire

was constructed.

2.1.9 User feedback of glove handling

A user feedback questionnaire, adapted from [226], aimed at assessing the subjective comfort

of wearing and handling the glove (answers were coded as: 1 = strongly disagree, 2 =

disagree, 3 = somewhat disagree, 4 = neutral, 5 = somewhat agree, 6 = agree, 7 = strongly
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Test A Test B Test C Test D Total

Range SD Range SD Range SD Range SD Range SD

Subject

#1 5.03 1.67 7.09 3.37 2.27 1.10 5.44 1.72 5.23 1.69

#2 4.67 1.49 4.43 1.40 1.86 0.62 2.57 0.83 3.38 1.09

#3 8.52 2.60 10.31 3.25 2.55 0.82 5.77 1.93 6.79 2.15

#4 5.49 1.72 7.72 2.32 2.55 0.84 2.91 0.91 4.67 1.45

#5 6.74 2.20 6.27 2.08 2.72 0.94 3.18 1.00 4.73 1.56

Mean 6.09 1.94 7.16 2.26 2.61 0.86 3.98 1.28 4.96 1.59

TUB-Glove 6.02 1.88 6.25 1.94 5.56 1.83 7.19 2.19 6.25 1.96

5DT-Glove 6.10 1.97 9.56 3.11 6.67 2.12 6.74 2.15 7.27 2.34

Wise (1990) 6.5 2.6 6.8 2.6 4.5 1.6 4.4 2.2 5.6 2.3

Dipietro (2003) 7.47 2.44 9.38 2.96 3.84 1.23 5.88 1.92 6.65 2.14

Simone (2007) 5.22 1.61 1.49 0.5 3.36 1.05

Table 3: Average Range (◦) and SD (◦) obtained from each subject. Mean values across subjects

and test were compared to other studies. In addition, the TUB-Glove and the 5DT-Glove

were evaluated in 4 subjects.

agree). Each item (see Table 4) was judged on a scale by 10 subjects.

Q1 I felt comfortable as the glove was put on.

Q2 I did not feel my fingers were put into any uncomfortable

position as the glove was put on.

Q3 I did not feel any restriction to movement with this glove.

Q4 I felt comfortable performing the activities in this study.

Q5 The glove did not feel too tight.

Q6 I feel like I can bend my fingers just like I can without

wearing the glove.

Q7 The glove did not feel too hot or too cold.

Q8 I did not feel like my fingers were put into any uncomfortable

position as the glove was removed.

Q9 I felt comfortable as the glove was removed.

Table 4: User feedback questionnaire. Subjects indicated how strongly they agreed with the

statements.

In general, subjects rated the sensor glove as positive. They felt comfortable during donning

(analogue score: 6.3 ± 0.95, Q1), doffing (6.7 ± 0.48, Q9) and did not feel their fingers were

put into any uncomfortable position (6.6 ± 0.52, Q2 and 6.5 ± 0.71, Q8). Over the period

of wearing the glove, participants also felt comfortable (6.4 ± 0.70, Q4), denied that the

glove felt too tight (6.5 ± 0.53, Q5) and denied any uncomfortable temperature changes of

the hand and fingers (6.9 ± 0.32, Q7). However, due to the mechanical resistance of the

glove material and the sensors, subjects felt some restrictions during wearing the glove (4.7

± 2.11, Q3) so that the finger could not be entirely moved as if they were free (5.5 ± 1.84,

Q6). The overall mean score was 6.23 ± 0.91.
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To assess to which degree the increased sensor stiffness after Modification 1 affected the

mobility of the joints, we additionally performed experiments on 3 subjects wearing a left

and a right glove at the same time. The left glove was equipped with original sensors and the

right glove with sensors after Modification 1. Subjects were instructed to move the fingers

and afterwards evaluated Q3 and Q6 for both gloves. The answers to Q3 were equal between

both gloves (4.67 ± 0.58 for the left vs. 4.67 ± 2.31 for the right). For Q6, the results of the

glove equipped with original sensors (5.33 ± 0.58) were slightly better than that equipped

with the modified sensors (5.0 ± 1.73). In summary, these results suggest that Modification

1 contributed only little to the finger joint stiffness in comparison to the glove material.

2.1.10 Summary and conclusions

Sensor gloves have a wide area of application including virtual reality, robotics or computer

games. Of particular interest is their usage in rehabilitation or physiological assessments

[27]. For all applications, accurate measurements, easy handling and a low price are desir-

able characteristics of a sensor glove. Here we presented a sensor glove, developed at the

University of Wuerzburg (hence it is termed Wii-Glove), that appears to fulfill many of

these characteristics.

Sensor resistance stability

Stability of the sensor resistance is mandatory for accurate measurements [225]. However,

carbon ink based sensors show a decay of resistance over time when constantly bent. For

example, Abrams-Gentile sensors (Abrams-Gentile Entertainment Inc, New York, USA)

decay to ≈25 % of the initial resistance after 30 s [225], confirmed by the results obtained

here), limiting their application for quantitative measurements of human finger movements.

We found the decay of 2” Flexpoint sensors after 30 s to be in the range of ≈6 %, and, thus

even superior to that of 3” Flexpoint sensor (decay ≈9 %), previously proposed as the optimal

resistive bend sensors [225]. In separate experiments, we found that the sensor resistance

further decreased to ≈18 % after 50 min of bending. This decay could be significantly

reduced to a magnitude < 2 % by mounting a thin plastic foil over the sensor substrate.

Thus, a major drawback of resistive bend sensors could be removed by Modification 1. That

the associated increase of sensor stiffness affects user comfort to a high degree could be ruled

out by the answers of question 3 and 6 of the user feedback questionnaire in which subjects

answered to feel only mild restrictions of finger movements and did not feel a substantial

difference between a glove with modified and a glove with original sensors.

Sensor linearity

A second desirable characteristic is a linear relationship between the final glove sensor signals

(usually voltage) and bend angle, whereas the linearity depends on both, sensor resistance

and conditioning circuit. Using a signal conditioning circuit that proportionally converted

the sensor resistance into voltage signals reduced the source of linearity of the final signal

exclusively to the sensor resistance. We obtained a linear relationship between the sensor re-

sistance and bend angle by placing a resistor parallel to the sensor (Modification 2). Because

only 2 angle-voltage pairs were needed, the sensor values at flat hand position and maximum

bent, calibration time of the 14 sensors was performed within only ≈10 s. In contrast, if the

– 32 – .



2.1 The sensor glove system

final voltage signals do not correlate linearly with the joint angles, a time consuming cali-

bration (≈30 min in this study, ≈8 min for 5 sensors in the study of Simone and colleagues)

and additional offline data processing is required [226]. Moreover, the linearity of the sensor

after modification ensured a constant sensor resolution after A/D conversion over the full

range of movements which again is not present if the bending signal before A/D conversion

is not linearly related to the bending angle.

Linearity changed only little in subjects with different hand sizes indicating that hand size

has a minor effect on linearity. However, to optimize linearity, gloves for different hand sizes

(small, middle, large) may be designed each with optimal adjusted modification parameters

(foil thickness and parallel resistance) for appropriate hand sizes. We will also test alternative

conditioning circuits, which do not linearly convert sensor resistance into voltage signals.

With such setups, linearization may be performed by the conditioning circuit directly without

the need for additional resistances. To our knowledge, the Wii-Glove is the first glove design

which utilizes linearized resistive bend sensors and therefore combines low sensor costs with

ideal sensor characteristics. Furthermore, the reliability and repeatability of the glove were

high.

Repeatability and reliability

While several commercial and non-commercial sensor gloves exist, only a few studies sys-

tematically addressed their reliability and accuracy [63, 156, 226, 264]. Compared to these

sensor gloves, the Wii-Glove showed similar repeatability and reliability results (see Table

3). As illustrated in Figure 21, there was no substantial difference between the SD values of

the MCP, PIP and ABD (except Thumb-Index ABD) joints indicating that the Range and

SD values of this glove can be compared to gloves equipped with different sensor types and

different number of sensors. The higher errors at the Thumb-Index ABD joint on the one

hand may be related to the position of the sensor on the glove which may not be optimal.

A second error source could be the repeatability protocol itself. As noted by others, the

results of the repeatability tests are influenced not only by technical characteristics of the

sensor glove, but also by factors like the grip strength [63] or small deviations of the thumb

and finger placements. We tried to minimize these effects by instructing the subjects to grip

the mold with as low force as possible and monitored a constant position of the hand. De-

spite these effects SD was only 1.59◦ reflecting high measurement repeatability. Reliability

was quantitatively assessed by ICCs (ranging from 0.81 - 0.99 with a mean across joints of

0.93), which were comparable to gloves evaluated by Simone et al. [226] (ICCs from 0.79

- 0.99 with a mean of 0.95), Dipietro et al. [63] (ICCs from 0.7 - 1.0) and Mentzel et al.

[156] (ICCs from 0.82 - 0.99, with a mean of 0.94, although in this study the test procedure

was somewhat different). Consequently, the repeatability and reliability of the Wii-Glove is

similar to other evaluated gloves and also lies within the measurement reliability of manual

goniometry [264].

Issues related to practical application

User acceptance and applicability, assessed by a user feedback questionnaire, was high, sug-

gesting that the modifications had not been accomplished at the cost of user acceptance.

Another possibility to further optimize user comfort and to increase the physical workspace

of the glove would be a wireless data transmission from the glove to the computer. However,
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the Wii-Glove was intended to work within TMS environments, which may have a disrupting

effect on wireless data transmission due to its large and rapidly changing magnetic fields (up

to 2 Tesla). Those possible external interferences were minimized by removing all electrical

elements except the bend sensor from the glove. In experiments with TMS we could not find

any stimulation artifact or distortion of the sensor signals indicating a reliable operation of

the glove in conjunction with this neurophysiological technique. A second advantage of the

distributed design was that the same conditioning circuit could be used for different gloves

(e.g. for different hand sizes) further reducing costs. To maximize flexibility, the conditioning

unit was provided with an analogous output for each sensor. Therefore, it can be connected

to any A/D converter allowing, for example, the simultaneous and synchronous recording of

electromyographic signals and finger movements with already present hardware equipment.

Finally, sensor resolution (≈0.1◦) of the -Glove could be optimized by potentiometers of the

conditioning circuit and was higher than in most other sensor gloves (ranging from 0.2◦ to

0.5◦). For example, the CyberGloveII has a nominal resolution of 0.5◦, which may not be

optimal for recording small finger movements such as after TMS [87].

Optimization of modification parameters

A general disadvantage of resistive bend sensors is the abrupt loss of sensitivity when bent

in opposite direction, which is needed, for example, to measure metacarpophalangeal hyper-

extension. Here we also found that the sensitivity decreased and the linear relationship of

the sensors was not preserved for hyperextension movements. However, for a new prototype

glove, the optimization procedure was repeated using a plastic foil with 0.1 mm thickness

(Modification 1) and a simulated parallel resistance of 1 kΩ (Modification 2) in one subject.

As illustrated in Figure 22, the linearity was maintained in the range of -30◦ hyperextension

to 90◦ flexion of the MCP (IP and 60◦ maximum flexion for the thumb) joints with these

parameters (mean r2 across all MCP and IP joints of 0.9965 ± 0.0048).
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Figure 22: The optimization procedure using a plastic foil with 0.1 mm thickness (Modification 1)

and a parallel resistance of 1 kΩ (Modification 2) mounted in a prototype was repeated.

Results show that the linearity was maintained in the range of -30◦ hyperextension to

90◦ flexion. Examples for the Thumb IP and Index MCP sensor are shown.

Thus, the modification concept is capable of resolving another disadvantage of resistive bend

sensors. To our knowledge, this is the first demonstration that the whole range of finger

movements in humans can be measured with linearized resistive bend sensors. Because

hyperextension movements were not measured in the current study, the present results are

not influenced. In future, sensor gloves with these optimal modification parameters will be

constructed and used.
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Conclusions

The Wii-Glove provides reliable, linear, high resolution joint angle signals. Elements of the

glove incurred material costs of < US $ 500, a factor of ≈10 - 20 less than the price of

some commercially available sensor gloves. We also found flawless operation of the glove in

the presence of large magnetic fields associated with TMS. Finally, user acceptability was

comparable to previously described sensor gloves. The fact that it can easily be produced

for different hand sizes for the left and right hand makes it a flexible measurement system

which may also be adaptable to study movements in non-human primates such as monkeys.

The next chapter describes the application of the glove to record stimulation induced finger

movements.
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2.2 The magnetic stimulation framework

The neuro-navigation based magnetic brain stimulation environment represents the neuro-

physiological component of the measurement framework to ’read out’ the kinematic repre-

sentations of finger movement from the primary cortex.

Magnetic stimulation
Framework

Grasp Assessment
Framework

Training
Framework

Sensor Glove
System

Simulation
Framework

As a neurophysiological technique, transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) is used. This

technique is non-invasive, painless and has a number of unique physiological features that

distinguish it from other techniques such as intracortical microstimulation. These properties

suggest that TMS leads to current injection into a small, but extended neuronal circuit,

inducing a naturalistic neuronal activation pattern [116]. If moderate intensities are em-

ployed, TMS over the primary motor cortex preferentially activates intracortical horizontal

fibres which link up an extended cortical network presynaptic to the corticospinal projection

neurons, the single-most important anatomical substrate for individuated dexterous finger

movements. Thus, TMS is an ideal method to excite the input of the modular structure de-

fined in Chapter 1.7. Since the interpretation of the results critically depend on the nature

of excitation, the technical and physiological characteristics of this technique are explained

in more detail in the next chapters.

2.2.1 Transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS)

While the first reported application of magnetic fields to the human brain ranges back into

the late 1890s, the quantitative application of transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) in

human subjects was first described in 1985 [14], see Figure 23A. Since then, the field of

TMS has been steadily growing [258]. Nowadays applications of TMS range from clinical

assessment of disease related parameters over research in neurophysiology, rehabilitation to

the treatment of psychiatric disorders [191]. If the motor system is studied, the effect of TMS

usually is examined by muscle responses and the change of the muscle response amplitude

due to experimental interventions or diseases. However, studying only the magnitude of a

single or a small number of muscles might not be sufficient to understand the mechanisms

underlying the human motor system. A more convenient approach would be to look at

parameters that capture the synergistic action of all muscles. This attempt has been taken

in the measurement framework. Instead of studying single muscle activity, the kinematics

of TMS-evoked finger movements and their modular characteristics are the main objective

here. Before the methodological details are described, a short introduction to TMS is given.
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Technical foundations of TMS

Modern magnetic stimulators consist of two main components: a capacitive high-voltage,

high-current charge-discharge system and a magnetic stimulating coil that produces pulsed

fields of 1-4 Tesla in strength with durations of approximately a millisecond for single-pulse

stimulators [252, 260]. The charge-discharge system is composed of a charging unit, storage

capacitor, switching circuitry, and control electronics (Figure 23B). With the capacitor first

charged to 2-3 kV, the gating of the thyristor into the conducting state will cause the

discharging of the capacitor through the coil (ICoil in Figure 23B). The resulting current

waveform is typically a damped sinusoidal pulse that lasts about 300 ms and has a peak

value of 5-10 kA [193]. The maximum magnetic field is set up within ≈ 200 µs [191]. With

the standard monophasic stimulation, the thyristor blocks at the moment when the energy

swings back over the coil and the capacitor is completely discharged by a diode resistor

combination parallel to the coil (IR in Figure 23B). For biphasic stimulation the electrical

circuit is slightly different [260].

A

Charge 
circuit

Pulse 
capacitor R

D

Thyristor

Stimulation 
coil

B
ICoil

IR

Figure 23: (A) Historical image (1985) of the first applicable magnetic single pulse stimulator.

From left to right: Dr. Reza Jalinous, Prof. Ian Freeston, Prof. Anthony Barker

(from [99]). (B) Principle electronics of a monophasic magnetic stimulator.

During discharge of the capacitor through the coil a time t and distance r dependent magnetic

field H around the coil windings builds up according to the Biot-Savart law

H(r, t) =
B(r, t)

µ0
=

1

4π
ICoil(t)

∮

C

dl(r′) × (r − r′)

|r − r′|3
, (2.12)

where r represents the vector from the origin of a coordinate system to a position within the

cortex and r′ is the vector from the origin to the coil center. The integration is performed

with the vector dl along the coil windings C and µ0 is the permeability of free space. In

contrast to electrical brain stimulation, the magnetic fields painlessly pass the skin and the

bones [14] and, similar to a transformer, induce an electrical field in the brain tissue which

is proportional to the change of the magnetic field (Figure 24A):

∇× E = −∂B(r, t)

∂t
. (2.13)

Regarding the induced electric field, models of the current induced in a flat volume conductor

show that the resulting electric field is parallel to the surface (Figure 24B) at all points

[191, 240]. However, note that the brain is much more complex and more inhomogenous

such that the direction of the electrical field might be different [223].

To enhance the focality of the induced electrical field, the coil geometry is normally selected

as a figure-of-8-shape. Because of the rules of magnetic induction, the resulting magnetic
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Figure 24: Principles of TMS. (A) Current in the coil generates a magnetic field that induces

an electric field E. (B) A schematic lateral view of the precentral gyrus in the right

hemisphere. A pyramidal axons together with a typical orientation of the intracranial

E field are shown. (Adapted from [192])

field of the twin coils simply is the sum of the magnetic fields of each of the wings [191].

The maximum electrical field of the coil is then obtained at the junction of the wings and

typically stimulates a cortical area of a few centimeters in diameter [193, 260]. The induced

electric field is able to depolarize neurons preferentially at the axon (Figure 24B) rather than

the cell body or other parts of the neurones [192]. The physiological mechanisms of TMS

are described in greater detail in the next chapter.

Physiology of excitation

Neurons communicate between each other by changing their state due to chemical or elec-

trical events at their inputs. The state change of a neurons is referred to as an action

potential which denotes an abrupt increase of the membrane potential. An action potential

occurs if the intra-cellular ion concentration receives a certain amount of excitatory post

synaptic potentials. The resulting electrical wave then passes along the membrane of the

axon and excites connected neurons (see Chapter A.1). Thus, physiologically, information

between neurons is transmitted by electrical waves, generated by biological depolarization

of the neuron.

In order to passively stimulate a neuron, the depolarization must be initiated by the stimulus,

for example the electrical field induced by magnetic stimulation. It is assumed that the

depolarization of the neuron most likely is initiated at the axon near the soma [144]. The

axon’s membrane is depolarized if the spatial derivative of the electric field parallel to the

neuron’s axon (for transversal fields much higher electrical fields are needed) exceeds a certain

value within a certain length of time [192, 258]. Thus, an axon which runs parallel to a

constant electric field will not be stimulated since the potential at all points along its length

will be equal (Figure 25A). However, if the axon is bent it will cut the electric field lines

with the result that the potential at points along the axon near the bend will differ and favor

stimulation at this point (Figure 25B bottom left). Within this condition, calculations of

electric field gradients suggest that the site of activation is at the bent of the axon [258, 260].

Excitation might also occur if the equipotential lines of the electrical field changes cross the

straight axon (Figure 25C). Furthermore, the axon might be depolarized, if the electrical
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field parallel to the axon changes (Figure 25D). In all cases the passively induced local

depolarization leads to a global depolarization of the neuron and therefore to the generation

of an action potential. If the brain is stimulated, the induced electric field depolarizes a
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Figure 25: Physiology of excitation. (A) An axon which runs parallel to an electric field will not

be stimulated. Excitation occurs if the axon is bent (B), if the equipotential lines of

the electrical field changes cross the straight axon (C) or if the electrical field parallel

to the axon changes (D). (Adapted from [260])

large number of neurons, which may differ in function depending on the underlying cortical

microstructure. In the following chapter, the physiology of stimulating the primary motor

cortex is explained.

Stimulation of the primary motor cortex

The mechanisms of stimulation of the primary motor cortex are best investigated among

all brain areas. One of the main reason is that a direct stimulation effect (muscle activities

or movements) can be observed with relatively low stimulation intensities [82, 208, 116].

Basically, the cytoarchitecture of the primary motor cortex can be subdivided in six (I - VI)

vertically arranged and overlapping layers, containing different types of neurons and different

connection topologies [184]. Layer I is closest to the surface of the brain, whereas layer VI is

the deepest layer. For brain stimulation, layers V and II-III are most relevant [144, 116]. In

layer V pyramidal cells are located, projecting with their axons to neurons in the spinal cord

or directly to motor neurons (also to other cortical and subcortical structures). These cells

are believed to be the main output cells of the primary motor cortex and an origin of the

corticospinal tract [184]. In the upper layers II-III, neurons with horizontally oriented axons

exist, which are densely interconnected and project onto corticospinal output cells or to

other cortical and subcortical areas [184]. Thus, the excitation of neurons could in principle

occur at several cortical layers (grey matter) or even downstream at the cortical white

matter. However, this appears to be less likely [68]. Indeed, studies recording descending

volleys with chronically implanted electrodes in the spinal cord [59] showed that electrical

and magnetic stimulation evoke several descending volleys separated in time by ≈1.5 ms

[223, 259] suggesting that neurons located in different cortical layers are excited by a single

pulse.

The first volley is called the direct (D) wave and the following are called indirect (I) waves [6].

Figure 26A illustrates the effect of direct and indirect waves on the muscle evoked potential

(MEP). A single suprathreshold stimulus evokes a D-wave followed by several I-waves (upper

right subset in Figure 26A). The waves propagate to the spinal cord and induce excitatory
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Figure 26: Stimulation of the primary motor cortex. (A) Principle of MEP generation. (B)

Cortical sources of excitation.

postsynaptic potentials (EPSP) in the spinal motoneuron. The depolarizing effects of the

EPSPs accumulate and lead to an action potential in the motoneuron if a certain threshold

is exceeded (left subset in Figure 26A). The motoneuron transmits the signal to the target

muscle, where a motor evoked potential (MEP), a summed muscle action potential, can be

observed (lower right subset in Figure 26A) [223].

Figure 26B illustrates the possible origins of D and I-waves [144]. The D-wave is believed

to be set up from the direct stimulation of pyramidal cells located preferentially in layer

V of the cortical cytoarchitecture [191]. Conversely, the indirect waves are likely generated

in the upper cortical layers and excite the pyramidal output neurons trans-synaptically, i.e.

indirect. The first I-wave might originate from stimulation of neurons separated one synapse

from pyramidal cells, the second I-wave separated two synapses and so on [144]. Precisely

which neuronal connections might be involved in I-wave generation is unknown. A candidate

for I-wave origin is the intrinsic motor cortical circuitry located in layers II-III [191, 223].

Support for this site of stimulation comes from the characteristics of the induced electric field

which especially is suited to excite the horizontal (parallel to the cortex surface) oriented

axon collaterals of these neurons [223]. Since the I-waves depend on the state of the cortex

such as wakefulness, are sensitive during execution of skilled finger movements [116] and

reflect learning processes [47], a high proportion of I-wave components (i.e. information

from intrinsic neurons presynaptic to pyramidal cells) in the MEP is desirable.

The size of the recruitment of D- and I-waves is influenced by the direction of the induced

electric field [59]. The direction of the electric field depends on the current flow through

the coil and the orientation of the coil over the scalp (Here, a figure-of-8 coil [114] is as-

sumed). If the electric field induced in the brain is oriented vertically from lateral to medial,

preferentially D-waves, and at higher stimulation intensities, also I1-, I2- and I3-waves are

recruited [223, 259]. Conversely if the induced electric field (and the induced current) points

from posterior to anterior, an I1-wave is preferentially generated [61, 223]. If the stimulation

intensity is raised, later I-waves and finally D-waves are recruited [62]. With anterior to pos-

terior induced electric fields higher stimulation intensities are needed [259, 60] and I3-waves
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are preferentially generated [61]. In addition to the orientation of the induced electric field

and the stimulation intensity, the recruitment is influenced by the type of the coil [60] and

the stimulation mode, i.e. monophasic vs. biphasic [124, 58, 59]. The mechanisms explained

here relate to figure-of-8 coils and monophasic stimulators.

In summary, to ensure that a presynaptic stimulation occurs, the coil should be oriented

so that an electrical field in the brain is induced which is directed from posterior to an-

terior. With the Magstim monophasic stimulator this is ensured if the coil handle points

backwards. The best stimulation is obtained if the handle additionally is tilted about 45◦

relative to the sagittal plane [159, 223]. Furthermore, the stimulation intensity should be

kept as low as possible. Studies have shown that with a posterior to anterior induced electric

field intensities at 1.4 times the resting motor threshold (RMT, the minimum stimulation

intensity at which a muscle response occurs [190]) mainly I waves are recruited [62]. Here,

the upper limit of stimulation intensity is set 1.4 times RMT. Finally, a monophasic stimu-

lator using a figure-of-8 coil should be used. If these conditions are met, the MEP and TMS

evoked movements reflect intrinsic properties of the primary motor cortex and thus learning

dependent organization [47]. Note that due to the transsynaptic stimulation of pyramidal

tract neurons, the resulting MEP or movement is not only composed of excitatory, but of

a mixture of excitatory and inhibitory potentials [245, 223]. The next section describes the

experimental setup of the recording of finger movements after TMS.

2.2.2 Description of the experimental setup

The subject must be comfortably seated with the hand secured at a semipronated position

in a cast with the elbow joint in a flexed position such that the hand is approximately 30

- 40 cm in front of the chest (Figure 27A). Electromyographic (EMG) activity is recorded

from the right abductor pollicis brevis (APB) muscle and from the abductor digiti minimi

(ADM) muscle in a belly tendon montage (Figure 27B). Finger kinematics are measured

A B

Abductor pollicis 
brevis (APB)

Abductor digiti 
minimi (ADM)

Figure 27: (A) Experimental setup up for magnetic stimulation. Electromyography and a sensor

glove is used for measurement of muscle activity and finger movements, repsectively.

(B) Electrodes for electromyography are placed over the abductor digiti minimi (ADM)

and abductor pollicis brevis (APB) muscle.

with a sensor glove (e.g. the Wii-Glove) which must be pulled over the EMG electrodes.

For the long fingers (I: index, M: middle, R: ring, L: little), sensor values from the proximal

interphalangeal joints (PIP: I PIP, M PIP, R PIP, L PIP), metacarpophalangeal joints (MCP:

I MCP, M MCP, R MCP, L MCP), and, for the thumb, from the MCP (T MCP) and thumb-

index abduction (T-I ABD) sensors are considered for analysis.
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Next, the frameless MR-guided neuronavigational device (Brainsight, Rogue Research, Mon-

treal, Canada) which is used to increase accuracy in coil positioning and angulation is set up.

Trackers must be adjusted to the head of the subject and to the stimulation coil in order to

detect the relative coil position with respect to the head (see Figure 28). Using anatomical

Figure 28: A frameless, MR-guided neuronavigational device is used to increase accuracy in coil

positioning.

landmarks, the head geometry of the subject is matched to template (Montreal Neurologic

Institute MNI) or individual MR-images of the subject. The position of the coil can then

be visualized with respect to the MR-images. In the 3D-reconstruction of the MR images,

a total of 100 stimulation sites arranged as a grid with 1 cm spacings on the surface of the

scalp are determined and saved as markers in the navigation software. The 30 (or 36) best

suited markers are selected for stimulation (Figure 29). This grid is selected on the basis

of the optimal position of the magnetic coil for eliciting motor evoked potentials (MEPs)

at a moderately suprathreshold stimulation intensity in the resting APB muscle. At this

site, termed the hotspot, the resting motor threshold (RMT) is determined as the minimum

stimulation intensity needed to produce a response of at least 50 µV in the relaxed APB in

at least five of ten consecutive trials [190]. The stimulation intensity should be set to < 1.4

RMT in order to minimize direct stimulation of output neurons, which occurs inevitably at

higher stimulation intensities (see previous chapter). Initially, the 30 grid points surrounding

the hotspot should be selected. To ensure that the mapping grid covers all sites where finger

movements can be elicited by TMS, points lying outside the grid should be stimulated. If this

is the case, the grid position must be moved until no visually observable finger movements

can be evoked outside the border of the stimulation grid. The sequence of stimulation points

should be random to avoid systematic effects originating from the subsequent stimulation

of neighboring points. Fifteen to 20 TMS pulses at inter stimulus intervals of at least 6 s

are sufficient for each stimulation site. This type of experiments is commonly referred to as

’cortical mapping’ [155].

The complete experimental setup is shown in Figure 29. A trial (consisting of a TMS pulse,
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Figure 29: Complete experimental setup including the neuro-navigation system, the magnetic

stimulator and the experiment control electronics. The coil is positioned over a ran-

domly selected stimulation point and 15 stimuli are applied at each point. The result-

ing finger movements are recorded by the data glove and stored on a computer.

the recording of EMG and sensor glove signals and the recording of the actual coil position)

is initiated by a TTL signal, released manually by a foot switch or software based at pre-

defined intervals. The TTL pulse triggers the EMG recording system and the sensor glove

by a positive flank at the DSR pin of the RS232 port (see Chapter 2.1.7). Alternatively, if

the Wii-Glove is used, the sensor signals and EMG activity can be recorded with the same

A/D converter. The TMS pulse and the trigger for recording the coil position is delayed

(∆t) by a Master 8 (A.M.P.I., Jerusalem, Israel) for some hundreds of milliseconds. During

the recordings, the subject should be instructed to keep the hand and fingers in a relaxed

position. Muscle relaxation is monitored by audio feedback.

2.2.3 Experiment management software

To automatize and standardize the sensor data acquisition, a Java based graphical user

interface was developed (Figure 30). The sensor glove signals are stored in -ascii format files

in data folders with predefined conventions. The parent folder name consists of the name and

first name of the subject and the date (Figure 30A). In a subfolder ’Data’, each stimulation

site is represented as a folder with its spatial coordinates in matrix notation ranging from ’11’

to ’65’. The information on the subject (name, first name, age, handedness) and the main

data folder can be entered in a graphical user interface mask as displayed in Figure 30B. After

the ’OK’ button is clicked, the empty subject and data folder are created and the main user

interface is opened. The main user interface consist of three areas which communicate with

each other (Figure 30C). First, in the data folder area the actual basic folder is displayed or

can be changed. If the actual folder corresponds to the naming convention as described above

(see also Figure 30A) and is selected, the software displays the stimulation folders according

to their coordinates as circles with red background color in the second area, the visualization

of the stimulation sites. For example, the folder ’11’ is drawn in the upper left corner (first
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A C
Name_First-name_yyyy_mm_dd

Data

11

12

65

. . .

11_001.csv
11_002.csv. . .

B

Data folder area

Data acquisition area

Randomly select point

Figure 30: (A) Data structure for storage of TMS-evoked movements. For each grid point, a

corresponding data folder exists. (B) Graphical user interface mask to set up the data

folders and store information on the subject. (C) Main user interface for stimulation.

A new stimulation point can be selected manually by clicking on the circles or randomly

by the computer. Orange circles denote already stimulated points and the blue circle

is the currently selected point. Sensor glove recordings can be triggered by signals at

the RS232 port.

row and first column) of the matrix and the folder ’66’ in the lower right corner (sixth row and

sixth column). Each circle object is programmed to have a mouse listener and therefore is

sensitive for mouse interactions. If the user clicks on a circle, the color of the circle changes

from red to blue, indicating that the selected circle and the corresponding subpath (e.g.

’11’) is the actual storage folder for the sensor glove data. Furthermore, if a folder already

contains -ascii data from the glove, the software recognizes it and changes the color of the

circle to orange. In this way, the user is always aware of the already stimulated sites. A

second way to select a stimulation point is to click the button ’randomly select point’. If this

button is clicked an algorithm randomly selects an index of the matrix (e.g., ’34’) and the

corresponding circle is set active with a blue background. If a folder already contains data,

this folder will not be considered by the algorithm anymore. Thus, with the random selection

mode, all stimulation sites can be selected iteratively until all stimulation sites contain data

from the sensor glove. Every time a new stimulation point is selected, the corresponding

folder is transferred to the data acquisition area of the main user interface. In the menu, the

user can choose between three different sensor gloves for data acquisition, namely the Wii-

Glove, the 5DT-Glove family and the TUB-Glove. For each glove, the corresponding drivers

are loaded and the acquisition parameters can be specified. In particular, the user can select

if the glove should sample a certain number of data packages, or for a certain duration or

continuously. The data acquisition can be started manually by clicking on the ’start’ button.

However, as described in Chapter 2.1.7, all glove drivers are equipped with the feature to

respond to signals on the serial (RS232) port [123]. If the button ’serial port’ is enabled,

the manual ’start’ button is disabled and the software starts a measurement if a TTL pulse

occurs at the DSR pin of the serial port. If a TTL signal occurs, the software first generates a

new file name containing the stimulation site and the number of the file (e.g. ’11 001.csv’ for

the first file in folder ’11’), opens the file and streams the values from the glove continuously
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into this file. If the trial is stopped (for example after the specified package limit is reached),

the file is closed. The lower left area is left blank for further options, such as a camera system

to record the finger movements of the subjects. In summary, the software fully automatizes

the stimulation procedure, leading to a consistent data structure and minimizing acquisition

time.

2.2.4 Preprocessing of kinematic data

The analysis software, a library of Matlab functions, imports the measurements from the

data storage concept specified in Chapter 2.2.3. Ten sensors are considered for analysis

in the current version of the library. Figure 31A shows a representative example of joint

excursions (recorded with the Wii-Glove connected to a 1401 power A/D converter and

sampled at 2 kHz) and muscle activity after TMS. The first two channels contain muscle

Figure 31: (A) Preprocessing of finger movements after TMS (dotted line in the left column

indicates the time point at which the magnetic pulse was applied), recorded with the

sensor glove. Signals are offset corrected, calibrated and filtered. Raw signals are

shown on the left and preprocessed signals on the right. (B) TMS-evoked movements

were defined as the hand posture present at the time of the maximum of the mean joint

angular deviations from the baseline posture (indicated by the vertical dash-dotted line

in the preprocessed signals in (A)). This movement index was termed posture vector

(PV). Extension movements are displayed as outward deviations from the baseline

position and flexion movements as inward deviations.

activity recordings from the APB and ADM muscle. After the delay ∆t, the TMS pulse is

applied (the dashed line indicates the time point of the TMS pulse). The artifact caused

by the magnetic field can be seen as the sharp vertical line in the EMG channels. The

activated neuronal populations project to the corresponding muscles and after a conduction

delay, the muscle response occurs. The energy of the muscle contractions is transformed into

mechanical actions resulting in finger twitches 20 - 30 ms after the MEP (lower 10 channels
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in Figure 31A). After the movement, the fingers return to the initial static position. In

the raw data, negative excursions indicate flexion and positive excursions indicate extension

movements of the fingers. In a preprocessing step, the sensor recordings are offset-corrected

and low-pass filtered using a 4th-order Butterworth filter at 8 Hz. Then, the voltage signals

are converted to joint angles according to the calibration values of the glove. Since the

main information of TMS-evoked movements is represented in the spatial properties of the

excursion, the entire time course is not considered for analysis. Instead, the movements

are reduced to the relative static excursion around the resting position at the time point

of maximum amplitude (dash-dotted line in Figure 31A) and extracted as a 10-dimensional

vector for analysis. Here, positive values indicate extensions of the fingers and negative

values indicate flexions. Data sets with completely zero values (i.e., no excursion around

the resting position) are discarded from subsequent analysis. Figure 31B shows the static

representation of the TMS-evoked movement from Figure 31A before the application of the

TMS stimulus (I), at the time of maximum amplitude (II) and after returning to baseline

(III). The vector representing the joint excursion at the time point of maximum amplitude

is called the posture vector (PV). The PVs from each subject are stored in software structs

for later analysis.

2.2.5 Spatial representation properties of finger movements

Several software functions to extract relevant measures, such as the size and the number of

movements and the proportions between flexion and extension movements, exist. Especially,

two relevant representational features of the cortical organization of movements [208] can be

assessed.

Overlapping representations of fingers and movements

The first feature is the distributed representation of muscles belonging to certain body parts,

indicating that the representations of any two smaller parts overlap extensively [208], as illus-

trated in Figure 32A. Furthermore, there should not be a major difference in the similarity

of movements elicited from a single stimulation site and movements from other stimula-

tion sites. In other words the within stimulation site variability of movements should be

comparable to the between site variability of TMS-evoked movements.

To address these issues, two methods exist. The first method compares the similarity of PVs

from one stimulation site to PVs obtained from other stimulation sites. The distance (or

similarity) between two PVs is defined as the 1 minus the dot product of two normalized

PVs which is identical to 1 minus the cosine distance:

dPV1,PV2
= 1 −

p
∑

i=1

PV1,i · PV2,i

√
√
√
√

p
∑

i=1

PV 2
1,i ·

√
√
√
√

p
∑

i=1

PV 2
2,i

, (2.14)

where dPV1,PV2
designates the distance between the two p = 10 dimensional PVs, PV1 and

PV2. Two identical PVs have a distance of 0, and PVs that are completely different (i.e.

they point in opposite direction) have a distance of 2. Two PVs are defined as similar to

each other if they have a maximum distance of dPV1,PV2
= 0.2. The algorithm computes
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A B

Figure 32: (A) Using electrical cortex stimulation, movements of a each fingers can be elicited

from different stimulation sites. Image taken from [208]. (B) Despite this overlap,

a somatotopic organization (as indexed by the homunculus [179]), with the thumb

represented most laterally and the little finger represented most medially, can be

identified.

the distance of all PVs obtained from a single stimulation site to each other resulting in
(

n
k

)
= n·(n−1)· ... ·(n−k+1)

k·(k−1)· ... ·1
= n!

k!(n−k)!
distance values. Thus, for 15 PVs 105 combinations exist.

Subsequently, for each PV of the same stimulation site, the distance to all PVs from different,

randomly chosen stimulation sites are calculated, resulting in 15 · 15 = 225 combinations.

For consistency, this calculation is repeated 10 times. The entire procedure is conducted

for all 30 stimulation sites and the overall average distance of the within-site distance and

between-site distance is calculated.

The second method computes matrices (one for each finger) of the summed absolute move-

ment magnitude of a finger for all stimulation sites:

~ak =






a11,k · · · a15,k
...

. . .
...

a61,k · · · a65,k




 , (2.15)

where ~ak is defined as the activation matrix of finger k for all stimulation sites in one subject.

The activation of finger k after 15 TMS-stimuli at a single stimulation site aij,k with i ∈ {1, 6}
and j ∈ {1, 5} (here 30 stimulation sites are assumed) is computed as:

aij,k =

15∑

m=1

(

abs(PVm,k,MCP ) + abs(PVm,k,P IP )
)

, (2.16)

where abs(PVm,k,MCP ) and abs(PVm,k,P IP ) represent the MCP and PIP components of the

mth PV from finger k.

Somatotopical gradient

However, despite the intermingled representation of individual muscles and fingers, a subtle

somatotopical gradient (Figure 32B) with the thumb represented most laterally and the little

finger represented most medially [208] exists, a pattern which was previously summarized

with the motor homunculus [179, 178, 82]. In contrast to these earlier stimulation studies,

here, the somatotopical representation can be computed quantitatively as the centre of grav-
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ities (CoGs) from the activation maps of individual fingers. For each finger k, the CoG is

computed from the activation matrix ~ak as:

~gk =

(
CoGx,k

CoGy,k

)

=
1

6∑

i=1

5∑

j=1

aij,k

·









6∑

i=1

5∑

j=1

i · aij,k

6∑

i=1

5∑

j=1

j · aij,k









. (2.17)

For analysis of the somatotopical representation of individual muscles, an interactive graph-

ical user interface was developed. EMG signals are assessed by a CED 1401 A/D converter

and a corresponding software program (CED Signal2). Within this system the muscle ac-

tivities are stored in a proprietary format (.cfs-files) which can be accessed via a .dll. To

Figure 33: Graphical user interface for semi-automatic analysis of electromyographic signals.

automatize the analysis of muscle signals, a Matlab graphical user interface was developed.

Using the .dll functionality, Matlab functions for reading data from the .cfs file format were

created. (These functions were also used for loading and analyzing sensor glove data saved in

this file format, see Chapters 3.2, 3.3 and 3.4.) The graphical user interface was designed to

interactively analyze the data. First, all files present in the selected directory are loaded into

the workspace and are displayed in a listbox (Figure 33 right). A file contains the electromyo-

graphic data from the trials of one stimulation site. These trials are called data frames. If

a user selects a file from the listbox, the first frame is visualized in a time-amplitude plot.

The user can now parse through the frames (’Previous’ or ’Next’ button, respectively) and

can exclude (’Exclude’ button) trials in which the muscles were not relaxed. For analysis,

two vertical lines must be set by clicking into the data window (red lines in Figure 33). If

the ’Analysis’ button is pressed, the mean peak-to-peak signal amplitude in the region of

interest across frames of both muscles is calculated and written into an Excel sheet by use of

the Active-X mechanism. This calculation is repeated for all files in the directory, resulting
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in an activation matrix of muscle signals similar as explained above. The CoGs are then

calculated according to equation 2.17. The analysis of one experiment with the graphical

user interface takes about 5 minutes, 5-10 times shorter than analyzing the data manually.

2.2.6 Movement groups

To study the similarity of TMS-evoked movements and to identify similar groups of move-

ments, methods using hierarchical cluster analysis are implemented [32, 97]. In general, the

purpose of hierarchical cluster analysis is to iteratively build groups of observations from

a dataset until a single group containing all observations exist. The cluster algorithm is

initiated with n clusters, each containing a single PV. A n × n distance matrix (using the

distance measure from (2.14)) of similarities,

Dn =








0 dPV1,PV2
. . . dPV1,PVn

dPV2,PV1
0 . . . dPV2,PVn

...
...

. . .
...

dPVn,PV1
dPVn,PV2

. . . 0








,

then is calculated, and the pair of clusters closest to each other is identified. These are

merged to form a new cluster. Then the new (n − 1) × (n − 1) distance matrix

Dn−1 =








0 d{PV1,PV2},PV3
. . . d{PV1,PV2},PVn

dPV3,{PV1,PV2} 0 . . . dPV3,PVn

...
...

. . .
...

dPVn,{PV1,PV2} dPVn,PV3
. . . 0








,

is calculated, where {PV1, PV2} denotes the most similar PV pairs grouped into one cluster

in the previous iteration. Subsequently, the next step of clustering is performed, etc., until

all PVs are merged into one cluster. Several methods to calculate the distance between

clusters exist. If nr is the number of objects (PVs) in cluster r and ns is the number of

objects in cluster s, and xri is the ith object in cluster r, the definitions of three important

measurements are as follows:� The single-linkage method (also known as nearest neighbor) is defined as the smallest

distance between elements in the two clusters.

dr,s = min (dxri,xsj
), i ∈ (1 . . . nr), j ∈ (1 . . . ns)� The complete-linkage method (also known as furthest neighbor) uses the largest dis-

tance between elements in the two clusters.

dr,s = max (dxri,xsj
), i ∈ (1 . . . nr), j ∈ (1 . . . ns)� The average-linkage method uses the average distance between all pairs of objects in

cluster r and cluster s.

dr,s =
1

nr · ns

nr∑

i=1

ns∑

j=1

dxri,xsj
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Here, the complete-linkage method is used. For each cluster a distance d∗ exist at which it

has been merged from two different clusters. The matrix D∗ contains all linkage-distances

and is called the cophenetic matrix. The entire clustering process can be visualized in

a dendogram, which displays the elements of the cophenetic matrix [97]. Posture groups

(PGs) are defined as clusters linked together at a maximum distance of d = 0.2 [227]; i.e.,

the maximum distance of the TMS-PVs belonging to a PG was d = 0.2. Furthermore, the

spatial origin of the PVs in a PG can be traced back.

2.2.7 Modularity

As explained in Chapter 1.7, a module can be passively activated by TMS. Since neuronal

networks may overlap extensively, a single magnetic stimulus may excite several networks at

a time. A TMS evoked movement is therefore believed to represent the blended kinematic

output of several activated modules (see Figure 34).

TMS

TMS - evoked movement

Figure 34: A single TMS pulse may activate several modules at a time. The resulting movement

is a blend of the activated modules.

Thus, the generation of the jth TMS-evoked movement, PVj, can be modeled as a linear

combination of n kinematic modules:

PVj =

n∑

i=1

cij ~mi = c1j ·






m11
...

m1p




+ . . . + cnj ·






mn1
...

mnp




 = M ·






c1j
...

cnj




 (2.18)

where ~mi denotes the ith p-dimensional module and cij the corresponding scaling coefficient.

For all PVs this equation can be written in matrix notation as

PV
︸︷︷︸

p×k

= M
︸︷︷︸

p×n

· C
︸︷︷︸

n×k

(2.19)

where PV has p rows (the number of joints or variables in general) and k columns (the total

number of TMS-evoked postures), M has p rows and n columns (the number of modules)

and C has n rows and k columns.

The task for further analysis is to identify modules from the set of TMS-evoked movements.

Several mathematical methods [242] for module extraction exist. A widely used technique
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is principal component analysis (PCA) wherein the module extraction is based on the cor-

relations between joint movements [119].

Principal component analysis

Principal component analysis (PCA) was independently developed by Pearson and Hotelling

in the early 20th century and is one of the oldest and best known technique of multivariate

analysis. The central idea of PCA is to reduce the dimensionality of a dataset in which there

are a large number of interrelated variables, while retaining as much as possible variation

present in the data set [119].

This reduction is achieved by the transformation to a new set of variables, the principal

components (PCs). The PCs are uncorrelated and ordered so that the first few retain most

of the variation present in all of the original variables. In a first step, the mean of each

variable is subtracted from the dataset (see transition from x′
1 to x1 and x′

2 to x2 in the

two dimensional example in Figure 35). The second step in PCA is to search for a linear

function ~aT
1 ~x of the elements of the p-dimensional random variable ~x for which the variance

var(~aT
1 ~x) = ~aT

1 var(~x)~a1 = ~aT
1 Σ~a1 is maximized. Σ denotes the p × p variance-covariance

matrix of ~x. To ensure that a maximum can be achieved with finite ~a1, the constraint that

the sum of squares of ~a1 equals 1 is introduced. Thus, the optimization problem

max
~a1

(var(~aT
1 ~x)) = max

~a1

(~aT
1 Σ~a1) (2.20)

subject to

~aT
1~a1 = 1 (2.21)

must be solved. The standard approach to solve these kind of optimization problems is to

use the technique of Lagrangian multipliers [9]. The general result is that the minimum point

of the Lagrangian L(~a, λ1, . . . , λn) =
∑n

i=1 λiHi(~a), where its gradient is zero with respect

to both ~a and all the λi gives the solution to the original constraint optimization problem

(2.20) [97]. Here, the Lagrangian function is:

L(~a1, λ) = ~aT
1 Σ~a1 − λ(~aT

1~a1 − 1), (2.22)

and its partial derivate calculate to:

δ

δ~a1
L(~a1, λ) = 2Σ~a1 − 2λ~a1 (2.23)

δ

δλ
L(~a1, λ) = 1 − ~aT

1~a1 (2.24)

The vector ~a1 fulfills all necessary conditions for a maximum, if

(Σ − λIp)~a1 = 0 (2.25)

~aT~a1 = 1, (2.26)

where Ip is the (p × p) identity matrix. Equation 2.25 is an eigenvalue problem, where λ

is an eigenvalue of Σ. Thus, the necessary conditions for a maximum of (2.20) subject to
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(2.21) are fulfilled by the normalized eigenvectors of Σ. Generally, for a p × p matrix, p

orthogonal eigenvectors and eigenvalues exist. To decide which of the p eigenvectors gives

~aT
1 ~x with maximum variance it must be noted that the quantity to be maximized is

~aT
1 Σ~a1 = ~aT

1 λ~a1 = λ, (2.27)

so λ must be as large as possible. Thus, ~a1 is the eigenvector corresponding to the largest

eigenvalue of Σ and var(~a1~x) = ~aT
1 Σ~a1 = λ1, the largest eigenvalue. Subsequently, ~a1 is

defined as the 1st PC (note that sometimes the term ~aT
1 ~x is defined as the 1st PC), which is

the most important PC, explaining more variance than any other PC. An example for p =

2 and ~a1 = (a11 a12)
T is shown in Figure 35A.

PC 1

a11

a12

x’1

x’2

PC 2
PC 1

a21

a22

x’2

A B

x’1

x1

x2

x1

x2

Figure 35: Two dimensional example of principal component analysis (PCA). (A) The first PC

is selected to explain as much data variance as possible. (B) Similarly, the second

PC is specified to explain as much data variance as possible with the constraint to be

orthogonal to the first PC.

The next step is to determine the second PC maximizing ~aT
2 ~x subject to being uncorrelated

with ~aT
1 ~x, or equivalent to cov(~aT

1 ~x,~aT
2 ~x) = 0, where cov denotes the covariance. Applying

the technique of Lagrange multipliers again, it can be shown [97] that the second PC simply

is the eigenvector corresponding to the second largest eigenvalue of Σ, which is orthogonal

to ~a1 (see Figure 35B as an example for p = 2). Similarly it can be derived, that the third,

fourth, ..., pth PCs are the eigenvectors of Σ corresponding to the third, fourth, ..., and

smallest eigenvalues, respectively [119].

In summary, to obtain linear combinations ~aT~x with the largest variance, the eigenvalues and

eigenvectors of the variance-covariance matrix Σ of ~x must be determined. The normalized

eigenvector ~a1, which corresponds to the largest eigenvalue λ1, is called the first PC and states

the weights for the linear combination searched for. The eigenvector ~a2, which corresponds to

the second largest eigenvalue λ2, forms the coefficients of the linear combination with largest

variance from all vectors being orthogonal to ~a1. All other eigenvectors can be interpreted

analogously. The PCs from the TMS-evoked movements (PVs) are computed from the p×n

dimensional matrix PV containing all non-zero PVs. The extracted PCs can be thought of as

hand shape deformations which, scaled by the proper weighting coefficients, can be combined

to reconstruct the entire set of postures. In the remainder of the thesis, the termination ’PC’

will be used equivalent to ’module’ or ’kinematic module’.
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Number of modules for PCA

As discussed in Chapter 1.7, computational costs may be a driving factor of organization

and re-organization of the modules. Mathematically, computational costs to execute a set

of voluntary behavior (such as grasping movements) may be inferred in two ways. In the

first approach, all PCs derived from TMS-evoked movements are used for generation of the

behavior and the computational costs are given by the size of the weighting coefficients. The

second approach is to look only at subset of modules, explaining most of the data variance.

Then, the similarity of the subspace spanned by the selected set of modules and the behavior

is a marker for computational costs to generate this behavior. For example, in Chapter 3.2,

it was found that modules in violin players are adapted to the typical trained movement

repertoire. These trained movements may then be generated at less computational costs

because a smaller number of module combinations is necessary. In the thesis, mainly the

second approach is used in the sense, that an adaptation of the modules to the behavior is

a marker of less computational and energetic cost.

Within this approach, the question arises, how many modules (or PCs in this case) should

be retained. The problem of estimating the number of relevant PCs has been addressed by

many researchers and a large number of different criteria have been proposed [119, 242]. In

general, each method attempts to determine the number of PCs that captures the structural

variation in a data set. As described in the previous chapter, the first module (or PC)

corresponds to the largest eigenvalue and therefore covers more data variation than any

other module. Figure 36A and B, respectively, illustrate typical drawings of the relative

and cumulative data variation explained by 10 PCs (calculated from a set of 10-dimensional

PVs).
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Figure 36: (A) The eigenvalues of each PC are normalized to the total variation of the data set.

Each eigenvalue indicates how much relative variance the corresponding PC represents.

At the point where the relationship becomes linear (dashed line), PCs are believed

to mainly represent unstructured features and the increase of variation is due to the

increasing number of dimensions. (B) Cumulative variation explained by subsequently

adding the relative contributions of each PC from (A). The dashed line represents the

number of PCs needed to account for ≥90% of the data variation.

A commonly used technique for choosing the number of PCs is to retain the first n PCs

which explain most of the (cumulative) percentage of total variation, for example 90%.

Mathematically, the term
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tm = 100 ·

n∑

i=1

λi

p
∑

j=1

λj

(2.28)

must be iteratively computed for increasing n until tm ≥ 90%. If this threshold is exceeded,

the first n PCs are retained (in Figure 36B, 4 PCs are chosen according to this criterion).

A second method is to observe changes in the slope in the plot of the variation explained

by the PCs versus the number of PCs [242]. This method is often referred to as the scree-

graph method [97]. It involves looking at a plot of λi against i and deciding at which value

of i the slopes of lines joining the plotted point changes from ’steep’ to ’not steep’ and

’constant’. The value of i, defining an ’elbow’ in the graph is then taken to be the number

of components n to be retained. The rationale behind this idea is that PCs beyond this

point capture only unstructured data and a small additional fraction of data variation. The

explained variation then increases almost linearly with additional number of PCs, mainly

because of the increasing dimensionality. To estimate the number of PCs n objectively,

portions of the eigenvalue curve (relative variation explained by each PC, see Figure 36A)

are fitted to straight lines using a standard least-squares technique [141]. First, all data

points on the curve are included in the fit, and then the 2nd to 10th points, and so on, until

only the 9th and 10th points are included. As the range of the fit moves toward the right

side of the curve, the mean squared error (MSE) of the fit is expected to decrease because

the curve approaches a straight line as the number of PCs increases. The correct number

of PCs is estimated as the first point on the eigenvalue curve at which the linear fit of all

points from that point to the 10th point produces a small MSE [46]. Here the first point

on the curve for which the corresponding MSE falls below 0.00001 is selected as the correct

number of PCs (4 PCs according to Figure 36A). In the thesis, mainly the first method is

used.

Limitations of PCA

Some limitations concerning the appropriateness of PCA and many other techniques exist.

In Chapter 1.7 it was noted that modules with the same or similar kinematic output may

exist several times to account for the adaptability and flexibility of human movements.

With the PCA technique applied here, the maximum number of modules is equal to the

number of recorded joints. Thus, it is not possible to extract more modules than number

of measured joints or to identify redundant modules. However, since a module explains a

certain amount of variance it can be assumed that the more data variance a module explains,

the more redundant it may represented. Given this limitation, main emphasis is given to

the shape of the modules. Furthermore, if a small number of PCs is investigated it will

not be interpreted as a dimension reduction strategy to simplify the control problem at

the kinematic level. Second, using PCA, modules are allowed to have negative weighting

coefficients for reconstruction of the PVs. Given that neuronal signals cannot be negative,

this feature of PCA may not fit optimal into biological reality. Nevertheless, it has been

shown previously, that PCA, despite these limitations, leads to similar results as biologically

more adequate techniques [242]. In the next section, an alternative technique for module

extraction is presented, which constrains the module weighting coefficients to be positive.
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Semi non-negative matrix factorization

Non-negative matrix factorization (NMF) techniques [142] are commonly applied for extrac-

tion of muscle synergies during natural behavior [243, 52, 46]. While these techniques do

not allow negative muscle activations and, in addition, do not allow negative weighting coef-

ficient, the extraction algorithm developed here is less stringent. Since negative components

of the PVs (extracted from TMS-evoked movements) represent flexion and positive exten-

sion movements, the modules are not constrained to be positive. However, the excitation of

these modules comes from neuronal networks and therefore the weighting coefficients cannot

be negative (i.e. the kinematic output of a module cannot be inverted). Thus, the method

developed here is referred to as ’semi non-negative matrix factorization’, or SMF. Within

this approach, an observed PV (PV obs
j ) can be expressed as a positive linear combination of

the modules:

PV obs
j ≈ PV pre

j =

n∑

i=1

cij ~mi, cij > 0, (2.29)

where PV pre
j is the predicted PV resulting from the linear combination of the modules.

The algorithm is started by selecting a number of modules and initializing the modules with

random values between -1 and 1. Then, the set of best-fit weighting coefficients, cij,new, for

each PV obs
j is found using a non-negative least-squares algorithm [141] by solving

min
cij





∥
∥
∥
∥
∥

n∑

i=1

cij ~mi − PV obs
j

∥
∥
∥
∥
∥

2


 (2.30)

subject to cij > 0. Once the weighting coefficients cij,new were calculated, the modules ~mi

are updated by minimizing

min
~mi





∥
∥
∥
∥
∥

n∑

i=1

cij,new ~mi − PV obs
j

∥
∥
∥
∥
∥

2


 (2.31)

without a non-negativity constraint. After updating the synergies, they are normalized so

that the vector norm of each synergy is equal to one. The best-fit weighting coefficients

are then again calculated using these new synergies, the synergies updated, and the process

repeated. This algorithm is applied to 90 % of the PVs from one subject, chosen randomly

from the PV set obtained after TMS over the 30 (or 36) scalp sites. After each iteration, the

ability of the synergies found by the algorithm to predict the remaining 10 % of responses is

assessed. If the amount of variance explained by the derived modules in this set of test data

decreased below a threeshold of 0.2 the algorithm is considered to have converged. In case

of no convergence, the algorithm is stopped after 500 iterations. In addition, the number of

modules capturing most of the data structure can be assessed by cross-validation methods

[37], as described by [46] and similar to the method for extraction of the number of relevant

PCs as explained above.

Module similarity

The modules derived from different measurements each define a lower-dimensional subspace

within the 10-dimensional joint space. Modules of different datasets can be similar in the
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weaker sense that their subspaces overlap each other or in the stronger sense that the actual

module bases of the two sets of modules are similar [46]. For example, consider data from

a glove with 3 sensors and resulting 3-dimensional PVs, as illustrated in Figure 37. Then,

two modules of each dataset (represented by solid and dashed arrows, respectively) can be

different in their structure, but nonetheless can span the same 2-dimensional subspace within

the 3-dimensional joint space.

Joint 2 Joint 1

Jo
in

t 
3

PV set

Figure 37: Hypothetical example of sets of PVs obtained from a sensor glove recording movements

of three joints. PVs from two different subjects are described by two different sets of

modules, indicated by solid and dashed arrows, respectively. Despite having different

structures, these two sets of modules span the same two dimensional subspace within

the three dimensional joint space and can describe the sets of TMS-evoked movements

equally well (adapted from [46]).

Methods for assessing both types of similarity are available. First, the similarity of subspaces

spanned by the modules is quantified by computing the principal angles [90]. If, for instance,

the modules from two subjects share a 3-dimensional common subspace, the cosines of the

first three principal angles are close to one. Here, the number of principal angles with cosines

> 0.9 is defined as the shared subspace dimensionality between two sets of modules [46].

The second method of assessing similarity between modules derived from different data sets

evaluates the degree of similarity between the modules using 1 minus the dot product as

a distance measure between two modules (see equation 2.14). The algorithm matches each

module from one set to all modules from the other set and the pair with the lowest distance

is selected as the best matching module. Then this pair is removed and again the most

similar pairs are identified until all modules from one set are matched to the modules from

the other set. The number of best matching modules with a distance >0.8 is defined as the

number of shared modules between two data sets.

The third approach serves to address the rank order consistency between modules from

different datasets. Best-matching pairs of modules are computed as before and the rank

order of the module pairs is entered in a 2D histogram. For example, if module 1 of a

subject corresponds best to module 2 of another subject, the 2D histogram is incremented

at the coordinates (1, 2). For completeness, all ten modules of each subject are considered.

The result of this procedure is influenced by the sequence of subjects. To eliminate this

effect, a second histogram, mirror-symmetric to the first one, is generated by repeating the

procedure after reversing the sequence of subjects. The final histogram, which allows the

display of all occurrences in a triangular matrix, is then constructed by the mean of both

– 56 – .



2.2 The magnetic stimulation framework

mirror-symmetric histograms. This approach provides complementary information about

similarity, since the rank order of a module reflects the amount of variation explained by

this module (at least with PCA) and therefore is an indicator of structural similarity of the

datasets.

In the experimental part of the thesis, modules are extracted from TMS-evoked movements

and from voluntary behaviors such as grasping movements. The similarity measures are

used to compare the movement space between individual subjects and between TMS evoked

movements and voluntary movements. The next chapter describes the framework to assess

grasping movements.
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2.3 The grasp assessment framework

This part of the measurement framework serves to address the analysis of kinematic couplings

during daily activities. Since grasping for objects is one of the most frequently conducted

activities, a software system for analysis of the grasping movements was developed. Unlike

in earlier experimental designs [197, 198, 151, 33], here the analysis is not only restricted to

the movements themselves but also allows the comparison of grasping movement features to

features of TMS-evoked finger movements. When grasping a real object, the hand posture is

Magnetic stimulation
Framework

Grasp Assessment
Framework

Training
Framework

Sensor Glove
System

Simulation
Framework

not only a consequence of central control signals but also of the mechanical interaction of the

hand with the object. To exclude that the task was confounded by the latter it was suggested

not to grasp for real objects but to imitate grasping movements to imagined objects [197].

Despite it was shown that hand postures are similar between grasping real and imagined

objects [198], the software system here was developed for grasping imagined objects seen

as photographs. This has the additional advantages, that the experimental protocol does

not depend on real objects and ensures a consistent, repeatable perspective from which the

subjects see the objects to be grasped. In this chapter the basic features of the software

system for recording and storing grasping movements with a sensor glove are described.

2.3.1 Grasp assessment software system

The purpose of the grasp assessment software is to represent the subject images of objects to

be grasped and to handle the data acquisition. Fourtyeight images of objects with differing

shape and size were photographed from a right (Figure 38A) and left (not shown) perspective.

The images are consistently named after the object which they represent and reside in specific

data folders. Analogous to the software system for magnetic stimulation, the name of the

subject, the base storage data path, the path where the object images are located and the

number of desired grasping trials for each object must be specified. To accomplish this,

the graphical user interface (Figure 38B) is equipped with appropriate menue items. After

completion, the subject specific storage path is generated using the base storage path, the

name and first name of the subject followed by the date (see right path structure in Figure

38C). The software system then parses the file names of the image objects and instantiates

Java objects for each image. A Java object contains the filename of the image and the

number how often it has already been grasped (0 in the beginning).

All Java objects are aggregated in a linked list, from which they can be accessed by their
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Figure 38: (A) Photographs of the objects to be grasped. (B) Graphical user interface to present

the photographs to the subject in a random order. (C) Internal structure of the

software system. Objects are loaded into Java classes and presented to the subjects

by the graphical user interface (B). For each object, a data folder for storage of sensor

glove data is created.

index. Additionally, a data storage folder for each image is generated according to the

filename. For example, if the image displays a coffee cup and its filename is ’Coffee Cup.jpg’

the folder name will be ’Coffee Cup’. The entire process is illustrated in Figure 38C. The

variable ’maxGrasps’ represents the specified number of trials per object and the variable

’random’ represent a random index number used for displaying objects from the linked list.

By clicking the button ’Next image’, a new random index is generated (Figure 39, step 1) and

the corresponding object in the list is identified and displayed in the graphical user interface

(Figure 39, step 2). The grasping trial can then be initiated by clicking on the ’Start’ button.

At this time an auditory ’Go’-signal occurs and the sensor glove starts collecting data for 3

s. During the trial the data from the sensor glove is streamed to an -ascii file located in the

appropriate folder as illustrated in Figure 39 (step 3). After the 3 s have elapsed, a second

auditory tone signals the subject the end of the trial.
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Figure 39: If the ’Next item’ button is selected, a random index is selected and the corresponding

image is displayed. By clicking the ’Start’ button, the data from the sensor glove is

collected and stored in corresponding data folders.

Additionally the variable ’grasped’ (not illustrated in Figure 39) of the actual object is

increased. By clicking the ’Next item’ button a new image is randomly selected and a new

trial can be started. If an object is selected which has already been grasped ’maxGrasp’

times, the object is removed from the list. The entire procedure can be repeated until all

objects have been removed from the list and ’maxGrasp’ files exist for each object. Currently,

the software works with the Wii-Glove, the TUB-Glove and the 5DT-Glove family. Since the

data structure is analogous to the data structure of the magnetic stimulation environment,

the same analysis software routines can be used here.

2.3.2 Experimental procedure

The subject must be comfortably seated with the hand at a semipronated position in a

cast with the elbow joint in a flexed position such that the hand is approximately 30 cm

in front of the chest. Subjects should imagine the displayed object floating at about 50 cm

in front of them. After the ’Go’-signal they should perform grasping movements toward

the imagined object without contacting any real object. The end grasp posture should be

maintained until the recording is stopped after 3 s. Afterwards the subject should return to

the resting position. Between two consecutive trials a pause of 2-3 s is desirable. In addition

to the assessment of grasping movement, a finger movement training system is part of the

measurement framework to analyze the modular organization after motor learning. This

system is described in the next chapter.

– 60 – .



2.4 The finger movement training framework

2.4 The finger movement training framework

In this chapter, the development of a virtual-reality based finger movement training system is

described. The system is based on the a sensor glove and contrasts to previously developed
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Framework

Sensor Glove
System

Simulation
Framework

finger training systems with its training objective, which is the augmented repetition of

kinematic movement profiles. In combination with the TMS stimulation environment, the

cortical reorganization effect of a finger movement training can be assessed, providing an

objective test of the effectiveness of a movement training. In the following chapters the

rationale and the technical characteristics of the training system are described. The emphasis

is here on the main features of the system and not on its detailed implementation. To

explain the logical interrelations of the database concept and the Java software routines,

entity relationship diagrams [126] and class diagrams from the unified modeling language

(UML) are used [28].

2.4.1 Background

Several prototype virtual reality environments for finger and arm movement learning were

developed and evaluated in the last 10 years [250, 157, 134, 50, 2, 26, 112]. One of these

system was developed with the intention to enhance recovery after stroke [101, 102]. The

system consists of an electromagnetic motion tracking device, desktop computer display,

and VR software. The VR software contains a basic 3-D graphics editor which allows the

user (therapist) to create ’scenes’ designed to be therapeutically meaningful to the targeted

patients. Usually, a scene shows some simple task (e.g., place an envelope in a slot, hit a

nail with a hammer, move a ball through a ring, or lift a cup to the mouth). Following the

basic scene creation, the motion tracking device is used to pre-record normal participants

performing the desired activities, within the context of the VR scene. These prerecorded

trajectories then serve as the ’virtual teacher’ for the patient to watch and copy during the

VR therapy practice (see Figure 40A). The degree of match with the teacher trajectory

provides augmented feedback in a visual context to the participant during practice. This

feedback is presented to the participant as a ’score’, or paired with verbal cues.

A second system makes use of the commercially available CyberGlove to monitor hand po-

sition and to provide feedback about kinematics of hand movement during training, and a

laboratory-built glove, Rutgers Master II, to provide haptic monitoring and feedback com-

bined with position sensing [183]. Within this system four different types of exercises can
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BA

Figure 40: (A) A virtual reality system to train arm movements by imitation of the trajectory of

a virtual teacher. (B) A stroke rehabilitation system to train basic finger movements,

finger strength and reaction time.

be executed (Figure 40), namely finger fractionation training (upper left panel), reaction

time training (upper right panel), individual finger movement training (lower left panel),

and finger strength training [112, 26, 2].

However, no training system for training of spatio-temporal finger movement profiles exists.

Here, the two presented approaches are merged into a virtual-reality based training system

for finger movements. A system is required, which allows subjects (or patients) to repetitively

train finger movement pattern with all the benefits of virtual-reality. In the end, the training

consists of a visual representation of a movement to be trained (virtual teacher), and a

representation of the actual movement conducted by the subject. Each movement is defined

as a trial, whereas multiple trials constitute a block and several blocks constitute a session

in which the subject trains. The system is based on a MySQL database [126] connected to

the training computer via the Internet. The training computer hosts the training software

programmed in Java and Java3D [41]. As an input device, the Wii-Glove family and the

5DT-Glove family can be used. The advantage of the Wii-Glove is that it provides high

reliable finger joint measurements at low costs (≈500 e, the price for the 5DT glove is ≈4700

e) removing a major barrier for commercialization of such systems. The main components

of the system are shown in Figure 41.

Database tables

Database 
interface layer

Data acquisition 
layer

Controller unit 
layer

Internet

Visualization 
layer

VR input devices

Training software

Figure 41: Overview of the training system components.
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The training software consists of several interconnected hierarchical layers. The communica-

tion between Java objects and database tables is specified in the ’Database interface layer’.

The ’Data acquisition layer’ consists of several classes to interface sensor gloves, read stored

sensor glove data from the database (the movement to be trained) and to write sensor glove

data to the database. The pacemakers for these classes are defined in the ’Controller unit

layer’. Here, the temporal aspects of the training system such as the specification of the

sample rate or the invocation of the routines for retrieving data from the sensor glove, are

defined. The ’Visualization layer’ provides graphical user interfaces to allow the user to

interact with the other layers. For example, user interfaces to create new database entries,

and visualize the periodic sampling of sensor glove data exist. While the entire training

system consists of > 200 Java classes, only the key classes of each layer are explained in the

following chapters.

2.4.2 Database design

A modular MySQL database, similar to [112], was developed, which reflected elements and

their dependencies as they are structured in the real world. Information about a subject (or

patient) is entered as a new row (i.e. database entry) in the ’subject’ table containing fields

for the name, age, address, handedness, etc., as illustrated in Figure 42A. For identification,

an unique identification number (UID) is assigned to each subject (’subjectID’). A subject
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Figure 42: Database tables.

can participate in N training sessions, separated, for example, by some days. Consequently,

a session is allocated only to a single subject. This relationship is reflected by the field

’subjectID’ in the ’session’ table, which represents the UID of the corresponding subject

(see Figure 42A). The number of training sessions conducted by the subject is stored in the

field ’subjectSessionNumber’. Further fields specify the date, the time, and the location of a

training session. In a training session, N training blocks can be conducted (a block is specified

within the ’block’ table). Each block is linked to the corresponding session (’sessionID’), and

additionally to the corresponding subject (’subjectID’). The multiple linkage was added to

enhance the speed of database queries for later analysis. For example, all training blocks

across sessions of a single subject can be easily identified by the ’subjectID’ number of the

blocks without the need for identifying all sessions before. The block table contains all

necessary specifications regarding the training movement, such as the resting time between

Lst. für Messystem– und Sensortechnik – 63 –



2 The measurement framework

trials (field ’restingTime’), the number of trials (field ’iterations’), the sensor glove used (field

’gloveID’), and the movement to be trained. A block consists of N trials, where a trial is a

single movement to be trained. (After the training ’iteration’ trials are linked to a block).

Again, a trial contains references to the corresponding block (’blockID’), the corresponding

session (’sessionID’) and the corresponding subject (’subjectID’). The number of the trial is

stored in the ’blockTrialNr’ field. Finally, a trial consists of N data samples. At each time

step the actual sensor values of the glove is stored as a new row in the ’data movement’

table. For instance, if the movement to be trained lasts 2 s and the sampling rate is 20 Hz,

40 entries in the ’data movement’ table are linked (by the field ’parentID’) to this trial (i.e.

the trial consists of 40 time points). The dependencies between these tables are illustrated

in Figure 42B.

To specify the movement to be trained (the movement visualized by the virtual teacher),

additional tables are linked to the ’block’ table (Figure 43). The table ’gloves’ contains

B
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Figure 43: Database tables.

descriptions of the sensor gloves (such as the name of the glove, the associated sample rate,

the number of sensors, their positioning, and if the glove is for the left or right hand) used

for training. Each block contains a reference to the UID (’gloveID’) of the selected glove.

The movement to be trained is specified by an entry in the ’target movement’ table, which

can be linked to different training blocks (Figure 43B) with an entry in the ’targetID’ field of

the appropriate block. A target movement (presented to the subject by the virtual teacher)

consists of a link to an entry from the ’target movement name’ table with the corresponding

kinematic data stored in the ’target movement data’ table and the ’target movement spec’

table (see Figure 43B). Entries in the ’target movement spec’ table modify the target move-

ment presented to the subject during training. A target movement specification can be

associated with N different target movements. Currently the speed (field ’timeScale’), and

the amplitude (field ’amplitudeScale’) of the target movement can be manipulated. Most

of the data tables contain a timestamp to identify the date and time when the correspond-

ing entry was created. Additionally, data tables for storing the notes (see ’subject’ and

’session’ tables) and disease categories exist. The database system is implemented on a

central database server, accessible by the training software. The next section describes the

mechanisms of interfacing the database with the Java based training software.
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2.4.3 The database interface layer

The database and the training software reside on different computers and interact via the

Internet with the help of the ’Java Database Connectivity’ (JDBC) module (Figure 44 [126]).

The physical separation of data storage and training system was selected to enhance flexibil-
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Figure 44: The database interface layer. The database is hosted on a central database server

which the training software can access via the Internet.

ity of training location without the need to synchronize different databases. With the JDBC

interface, SQL database queries can be formulated and sent to the database server via the

Internet. Thus, database entries can be remotely created, modified, updated and deleted

via Java classes and methods. The main class implemented for these tasks is the ’Data-

Gateway’, which is aggregated by the class ’BusinessObject’. The abstract ’BusinessObject’

class implements a state machine and manages the synchronization between the database

tables and the training software [98]. Child classes of ’BusinessObject’, such as ’Subject’ or

’Session’, represent entries of the corresponding database tables described in Chapter 2.4.2.

If the content of one of these classes is modified or a new instance is created, the database

is updated by invoking the ’apply()’ method, specified in the class ’BusinessObject’. This

method uses the functionality from the ’DataGateway’, explained in the following chapter.

Communication with the database

Communication with the database is handled by the final class ’DataGateway’. An instance

of the ’DataGateway’ is initialized with an instance of the ’DataBaseConnection’ class (see

Figure 44). This class uses the JDBC methods to connect (using the IP address of the

database server, the login and the password) and disconnect to the database computer. Fur-

thermore, methods for executing SQL queries (relevant for the queries using the ’SELECT’

statement) and updating the database (relevant for the queries using ’INSERT’, ’DELETE’

and ’UPDATE’) exist. The ’DataGateway’ class uses this unspecific functionality to provide

specialized methods relevant for the training system. In particular, static methods for in-

serting, updating, deleting, and retrieving database records are implemented. It is common

to these methods that their SQL query string is composed by table informations from a

’TableScheme’ instance. The ’TableScheme’ class specifies table name and field information
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of the child classes derived from ’BusinessObjects’ such as ’Subject’ or ’Session’.

Representation of the database in the training software

One of the common problems in applications utilizing databases is the need to define

an object-relational mapping to allow transparent access to the database by dealing with

database rows as objects. Previously, a mapping technique was described [98], where each

row is represented by an object that maintains its state and issues appropriate database

queries after commitment (here a slightly modified concept is used). Such an object is called

a ’Business Object’ and its implemented state machine is shown in Figure 45. The database

communication (’Save in DB’ and ’Delete from DB’) is performed by invoking the appro-

priate static methods from the ’DataGateway’ class. These actions (written in blue) are

not invoked explicitly by other objects. Rather, other objects invoke an ’apply()’ method

which in turn invokes the appropriate action based on the current state. A Java business

Saved

Fresh

Modified

To_be_deletedDead

Save in DB

Save in DB

Delete from DB

Instantiate

Destroy

Mark as 
deleted

F

Mark as deleted

F

Figure 45: State machine of a BusinessObject.

object is instantiated and initialized with information entered into the graphical user inter-

face by the user. In this case, the state of the business object is set to ’Fresh’, because no

corresponding database record exists. During this state, the database information is not

consistent with the software representation of the object. With invoking the ’apply’ method,

the information of an object in ’Fresh’ state is saved as a new database record and its state

changes to ’Saved’. Thus, information carried by Java objects in ’Saved’ state is always

consistent with the corresponding database entry. If an object in ’Fresh’ state is deleted, no

database entries must be deleted and its state is set to ’Dead’. Dead objects are destroyed.

An object can also be instantiated with information from database entries. Then the object

represents this saved database entry and its state is ’Saved’. Objects in ’Saved’ state can be

modified. For example, consider a database table representing personal information from a

subject (e.g. name, age, sex, and address). Then, by loading the subject information into

the software system, a ’Business Object’ is created whose information correspond to the

information provided by the database entry. If the experimenter uses the software to change

the address of the subject, the information carried by the object and the information in the

database are not consistent any more. Thus, the state of the object is set to ’Modified’.

By invoking the ’apply()’ method, the database record is updated by calling methods from

the ’DataGateway’, and the state of the object returns to ’Saved’. Objects in ’Saved’ and

’Modified’ state can be deleted by setting their state to ’To Be Deleted’ by the function call
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’Mark as deleted’. With the next ’apply()’ call, all objects in this state are set to ’Dead’ and

their corresponding database entries are deleted.

As mentioned earlier, for each database table, a child class of ’Business Object’ is specified,

having a ’TableScheme’ corresponding to the fields of the database table. In the end >15

child classes of ’BusinessObject’ were created.

2.4.4 The data acquisition layer

The purpose of the ’Data acquisition layer’ is to handle the data exchange between the

input devices, the database and the visualization of the data. The class ’Sensor’ repre-

sents any kind of data source, which may be a virtual device to retrieve data from the

’target movement data’ table of the database (class ’StoredMovementSensor’) or real sensor

glove. Currently, child classes for interfacing with the Wii-Glove and the 5DT Glove are

provided. Observers (see Chapter A.3) of the type ’ISensorObserver’ can be dynamically

added, updated or removed from the ’Sensor’ class using the appropriate method (Figure

46). The implementations of ’ISensorObserver’ may belong to the ’visualization layer’ to

present the actual joint angles to the subject or may belong to the ’database interface layer’

to write sensor values to the database.

Sensor

attachObserver()
detachObserver()
notifyObservers()

ArrayList<ISensorObserver>

<<interface>>
ISensorObserver

processNewReading()
sensorInit()
sensorClose()

GloveSensor StoredMovementSensor

5DTUltraRight

5DTUltraLeft

WueGloveRight

WueGloveLeft

VirtualHandView

notifies

DatabaseRecorder

TwoDimView

ChannelView HandColorView

Figure 46: Class diagram of the data aquisition layer.

For example, a sensor of the type ’WueGloveRight’ is instantiated and an instance of

’DatabaseRecorder’ and ’VirtualHandView’ is added to the sensor. If the ’getValues()’

method is called, the sensor retrieves the actual joint angles from the Wii-Glove and invokes

the ’notifyObservers()’ method. Then the ’update()’ method of each attached observer is

invoked with the actual sensor readings as argument. The ’VirtualHandView’ object adjusts

the hand model with the current joint angles and the ’DatabaseRecorder’ buffers the joint

data for later storage in the database. Thus, the ’data acquisition layer’ implements the

Observer pattern combined with the MVC pattern (the ’Sensor’ class represents the model),

as described in Chapter A.3.

2.4.5 The controller unit layer

A controller represents a scheduler which periodically triggers sensor updates. The core

functionality is implemented in the abstract class ’Controller’ (see Figure 47). It contains
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a list of ’Sensor’ objects that can be dynamically added to an array list. Furthermore,

the controller notifies classes on start and stop, that implement the ’IControllerListener’

interface. Objects from these classes are also stored in an array list.

Controller

run()
pause()
stop()
updateContinuityCondition()

ArrayList<IControllerListener>
ArrayList<Sensor>
samplingRate

<<interface>>
IControllerListener

onControllerStart()
onControllerStop()

IterativeController

TimeLimitedController

notifies

<<interface>>
IIterativeControllerListener

SampleLimitedController

ContinuousController

onStartTrial()
onEndTrial()

Sensor
triggers

VisualizationPanelView TrialProcessListener

Figure 47: Class diagram of the controller unit layer.

The field ’samplingRate’ specifies how often per second the attached sensors are updated.

The controller is started by invoking the ’start()’ method. At this time the sensors are initial-

ized and the observers are notified. Then a Thread, which runs ’quasi’ parallel to the main

process [224], is created and the periodical sensor update is performed until the ’continuity

condition’ is violated. Afterwards the Thread is destroyed and the stop event is sent to the

observers. The ’continuity condition’ varies between different child classes of ’Controller’.

The class ’ContinuousController’ triggers the sensors continuously until the controller is

stopped externally. In contrast the ’SampleLimitedController’ and the ’TimeLimitedCon-

troller’ perform updates for a certain amount of samples and time, respectively. The most

important controller for the training system is the ’IterativeController’, which has a reference

to the movement to be trained (i.e. the data for the virtual teacher) and allows sampling of

a specified number of these movement (a repetition of this movement is defined as a trial,

see Chapter 2.4.2). Each time the movement to be trained starts and ends, a ’start trial’

and ’end trial’ event is created and passed to all attached ’IIterativeControllerListener’. The

classes that implement this interface (’VisualizationPanelView’ and ’TrialProcessListener’)

perform appropriate actions, such as writing the finished trial to the database or updating

the view. Thus, the controller classes correspond to the classical ’Controller’ in the MVC

Pattern discussed in Chapter A.3.

2.4.6 The visualization layer

The visualization layer (the view component in the MVC Pattern) consists of three different

entities. The first contains classes to specify the training parameters and to set up the

training environment using a wizard design. The second is the visualization of the training

movement and the movements conducted by the subject, and the third provides classes to

manage the database and to analyze the training success.

Training setup wizard

The graphical user interfaces (GUIs) to set up a training are presented in logical order. The

GUIs are designed as a setup wizard which guides the user through all steps necessary to
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start a training. The class diagram of the Wizard is visualized in Figure 48. To provide

easy, flexible, and extensible methods to manage different states of the training wizard and

to provide the ability to add new wizards or add new states to the current wizard, the State

Pattern (see Chapter A.3) was used. The main idea in the State Pattern is that each state

in a multi-state context is defined as a separate object. Here, the context is the wizard,

Wizard

SubjectSelectionPanel

next()
previous()

ArrayList<Panel>
currentPanel

TrainingWizard

MovementTrainingWizard

SessionSelectionPanel

InterruptedBlockPanel

NewSessionPanel

WizardPanel

next()
previous()
hidePanel()
showPanel()

BlockSpecificationPanel

MovementBlockSpecificationPanel

ParamSpecPanel

has-a

has-a

has-a

Figure 48: Class diagram of the experiment setup wizard.

the state is the step or the screen currently appearing (such as the ’SubjectSelectionPanel’),

and the request is either ’next()’ or ’previous()’. Each step is represented by a subclass of

’WizardPanel’. ’TrainingWizard’ is a base class for all training wizards. It implements com-

mon steps such as subject and session specification. Training wizards of different types are

derived from this class and each of them defines its own steps. Here, the ’MovementTraining-

Wizard’ is described. If a training is not aborted correctly (i.e. the database information is

inconsistent), an additional panel (’InterruptedBlockPanel’) exists to fix the inconsistencies

in the database by either restarting the training block or deleting it.

In the first GUI (called the ’SubjectSelectionPanel’), the subjects who already performed a

training are loaded from the database using ’Subject’ Business Objects. The experimenter

can select an already created subject or can create a new subject. If the ’next’ button is

clicked, a new ’Subject’ instance is created (state ’Fresh’) or the existing one is used for

training (state ’Saved’ or ’Modified’ if adjustments were made).

In the following GUI, the session information must be specified (Figure 50). If the subject

has already trained before, the last training session is loaded from the database and can be

continued (’SessionSelectionPanel’) or a new session can be started (’NewSessionPanel’). If

the subject has not trained before, a new session must be started.

As a third step, training related parameters (’MovementBlockSpecificationPanel’) must be

entered (Figure 51A). The information of all gloves stored in the database is loaded into

’Glove’ Business object and displayed in a drop-down menu. The user can select the appro-

priate glove and can enable or disable the glove specific sensors that are used for training

by clicking on the ’...’ button. As response, a modal dialog appears, where enabled sensors

are represented as green circles and disabled sensors as red circles. By clicking on a green
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Create a new subject Load a subject

Figure 49: Grapical user interface (GUI) to create a new subject entry or load a subject data

from the database.

Figure 50: Session specification GUI.

circle, the color changes to red and the sensor is marked as disabled. However, at the current

stage, the analysis and training routines always use all sensors, regardless, which have been

disabled. Afterwards, the movement to be imitated must be selected. The user can load a

Load intended movement Record intended movement

B
C

B CA

Figure 51: Block setup GUI. (A) A sensor glove can be selected from the list and sensors can be

enabled and disabled. (B and C) A target movement to be trained can be loaded from

the database (C) or recorded with the sensor glove (D).

movement already stored in the database (Figure 51B) or can record a new movement and
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store it in the database (Figure 51C). In both cases, the movement is visualized by a virtual

hand, and as a signal time course of each sensor. Before recording, the glove calibration

must be conducted with the help of the calibration user interface (see Chapter A.5). A

movement can be recorded for a certain amount of time (with a ’TimeLimitedController’),

samples (using a ’SampleLimitedController’) or until the ’Stop’ button is clicked (with a

’ContinousController’). By clicking the ’OK’ button, the recorded movement is stored in the

database and the ’Next’ button of the Wizard is enabled.

BA

Figure 52: (A) GUI for adjustments of the target movement specification for amplitude and speed.

(B) Finally, a summary of the parameters specified with the wizard is shown.

In the following training parameters panel (’ParamSpecPanel’) shown in Figure 52 (left

panel), the user can specify the following parameters:� Timescale s: A parameter that takes a value between 0.1 and 1.0 (Precision of 0.1). It

controls how fast the target movement is played back.� Amplitude Scale a: A parameter that takes a value between 0.1 and 1.0 (Precision

of 0.1) to increase or decrease the movement amplitude. The resulting movement is

modified using these two parameters according to the model

y(t) = ax(st), (2.32)

where x(t) represents the movement data (of the intended movement) of one sensor and

y(t) its mapping into the new representation using the parameters a and s. Previously

defined parameters can be loaded from the database.� Number of trials: Specifies how many times the subject should try to imitate the target

movement.� Trial time: Specifies how long each trial would take (in milliseconds). This option

provides the ability to add some resting time after each trial. The purpose of this rest

time is to allow the system to perform linear interpolation between initial and final

hand postures of the target movement. This avoids sudden posture changes at the end

of each trial. Sensor data captured during resting time is not saved to the database.

Finally, a summary window of the training subject, the session, the movement to be trained,

the amplitude and timescale, the number of trials and the trial time is given (Figure 52 right
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panel). After clicking the ’Start training’ button, the wizard is closed, all Business objects

write their data to the database (using the ’apply()’ method) and the training user interface

is opened.

Movement training visualization

After specification of all necessary training parameters, the training user interface is started.

It consists of a menu containing several buttons to calibrate the glove (by either opening the

calibration dialog or by loading a previously conducted calibration file) and to start, stop

and pause the training and the training visualization panel. Because the imitation of finger

movements requires the concurrent control of several joint, an appropriate visualization of

the target movement and the conducted movement is crucial for the training system. Here

three different presentation techniques are implemented:� Concurrent view of virtual teacher and subject. Subjects see two virtual hands,

one displaying the target movement (the virtual teacher hand) and the other displaying

the actual movement conducted by the subject. The task of the subject is to monitor

the virtual teacher hand and to imitate the spatio-temporal movement pattern. The

visualization is realized by two instances of ’VirtualHandView’, where one is attached

as an observer to the ’StoredMovementSensor’ object and the other is attached to the

appropriate ’GloveSensor’ object (for example ’WueGloveRight’). Both sensors are

updated by an ’IterativeController’.

Figure 53: Training visualization. Concurrent view of virtual teacher and subject.� 2D Mapping of finger movements. This visualization technique maps the signals of

the 10 sensors to an Euclidean 2-dimensional space. Previous studies have shown that

subjects are able to conduct purposeful movements and learn within such a visualization
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technique. The space was defined using the linear transformation

(
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y

)
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ax,1 ax,2 · · · ax,10

ay,1 ay,2 · · · ay,10

)








h1

h2
...

h10








= A~h, (2.33)

where ~p = (x, y)T indicates the point on the monitor, ~h = (h1, h2, . . . , h10)
T is the

’glove signal vector’, and A is the matrix of mapping coefficients with (A)i,j = ai,j.

Four different calibration postures were used to determine the matrix A and thus to

define the two dimensional movement space (Figure 54).

(x(1), y(1)) = (0, 0) (x(2), y(2)) = (200, 0)

(x(3), y(3)) = (0, 200) (x(4), y(4)) = (200, 200)

Figure 54: Reference postures to define the two dimensional mapping space.

With
~P = (~p(1), ~p(2), ~p(3), ~p(4))T = (x(1), y(1), x(2), y(2), . . . , x(4), y(4))T

representing the eight dimensional vector of screen coordinates and ~h(1),~h(2), . . . ,~h(4)

indicating the corresponding 10-dimensional glove signal vectors at these postures, a 8

× 20 data matrix H can be formulated as

H =












h
(1)
1 · · · h

(1)
10 0 · · · 0

0 · · · 0 h
(1)
1 · · · h

(1)
10

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
h

(4)
1 · · · h

(4)
10 0 · · · 0

0 · · · 0 h
(4)
1 · · · h

(4)
10












. (2.34)

Similarly, the unknown coefficients ai,j of matrix A can be written as the 20-dimensional

vector

~a = (ax,1, . . . , ax,10, ay,1, . . . , ay,10)
T .

Using these notations, equation 2.33 can be written for the four reference points as
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and the coefficients ai,j are estimated by

~a = H+P,

where H+ is the Penrose pseudoinverse of H [162, 9]. This procedure corresponds to

the selection of the minimum norm parameter vector ~a, consistent with the reference

postures [162]. Within this visualization, the history of the movement is visible as line.

In this case, a redundant mapping existed, i.e. the visualized movement path can be

generated from an infinitive number of joint constellations. Hence, this visualization

technique is abstract and does not show the target movement directly to the subject.

Here, one instance of the class ’TwoDimView’ (which performs the mapping and the

Figure 55: Training visualization. Mapping of the 10 signals from the virtual teacher (orange)

and the subject (black) onto the two dimensional space.

visualization of the line) is attached to the ’StoredMovementSensor’ object and another

instance is attached to the ’GloveSensor’ object.� Virtual teacher with changing color. Only one virtual hand displaying the tar-

get movements is visualized. During a trial, the virtual hand changes its color in a

continuum from normal hand colors (identical, correct movement) to red (opposite

movement) if the subject’s movement differs from the target movement. To accomplish

the online adjustment of hand color, at each time step, a correlation coefficient between

the actual joint positions and the angle values of the target movement is calculated and

the corresponding hand color is chosen from a custom defined RGB value look-up table.

One advantage of this visualization is that the target movement is visualized and the

subject can indirectly see how the conducted movements are consistent with the target

movement.

The storage of the trial data is handled by an observer, which does not belong to the view

component (’DatabaseRecorder’, see Figure 46). However, it is simply attached to the sensor

as an observer and adds new data to a Java buffer. If the ’end trial’ event is raised, the

’DatabaseRecorder’ starts a Thread, writes the data buffer to the database and empties the

buffer for the next trial.
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Figure 56: Training visualization. The virtual hand displays the movement of the virtual teacher

and the color of the hand codes the correspondence of the posture adopted by the

subject at each time point. Normal hand color indicates good correspondence.

Performance feedback is an important factor to drive neural plasticity and learning [213].

Therefore, the mean correlation coefficient of the last n trials can be fed back to the subjects

via the ’PerformanceFeedback’ class. Every n trials the class adds the actual bar to the

feedback so that the subject can monitor the temporal evolution of imitation performance.

The correlation coefficient (see Chapter A.6) is calculated after each trial (i.e. after the ’end

Figure 57: Performance feedback of the last n trials calculated as a correlation coefficient between

the conducted movement and the target movement.

trial’ event is raised by the controller) using the data from the intended movement and the

actual conducted movement. Figure 57 shows the feedback of blocks of 10 trials. Since 110

trials are finished, the diagram consists of 11 performance bars.

The training system can be configured dynamically with the four views using the ’Training-

Configurator’ class. Each visualization is represented as an image. By clicking on it, the

image (and the name of the corresponding visualization class) is added to a list. For exam-

ple, in Figure 58 the training visualization is configured to show the ’ColorView’ the first 10

trials. Then a performance feedback with n = 10 is given. The next 10 trials are shown as

the ’TwoHandView’ and again a performance feedback is given. In the following 10 trials,
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Figure 58: GUI to configure the visualization techniques during the training.

the subject sees a mapping of the movement in the 2-dimensional plane and the feedback

after these 10 trials. If the number of trials exceeds the defined pattern, the visualization

starts from the beginning. The view can be changed dynamically during program execution.

This is realized by the instantiation of the view objects via the reflection mechanism. After

a training is finished the data can be analyzed with the analysis framework.

Analysis Framework

More than one analysis method may be necessary to determine the training performance.

To provide an extensible offline analysis framework, each analysis method is represented by

a class (see Figure 59). An object of each class handles the analysis of a particular trial or

Cancellable task

run()
cancel()

MovementTrialAnalysis

ScalarResultTrialAnalysis

BlockFloatVectorAnalysis

getResult()

BlockADPAnalysis

BlockRMSErrorAnalysis

trialData
intendedData

getResult()

TrialADPAnalysis

TrialCorrelationAnalysis

TrialRMSErrorAnalysis

BlockCorrelationAnalysis

Figure 59: Class diagram of the analysis framework.

block. The base class of all analysis tasks is ’CancellableTask’, which represents a cancellable

Thread. Analysis tasks are derived from this class, because the user should have the ability to

cancel a long analysis task. For movement training, ’MovementTrialAnalysis’ is the base class

for trial-level analysis. This class can import trial data from the database using appropriate
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Business objects. Since a trial analysis results in a scalar value, the ’ScalarResultTrialAnal-

ysis’ class was defined. From this class three child classes are derived, each specifying the

three analysis methods currently used. The ’BlockFloatVectorAnalysis’ class represents a

block-level analysis task that results in a scalar value for each trial. It creates and runs a

’ScalarResultTrialAnalysis’ for each trial. Classes derived from this class (’BlockADPAnal-

ysis’, ’BlockRMSErrorAnalysis’, and ’BlockCorrelationAnalysis’) need only to implement

the ’createAnalysis()’ method, which builds the appropriate ’MovementTrialAnalysis’ child

object (’TrialADPAnalysis’, ’TrialRMSErrorAnalysis’, or ’TrialCorellationAnalysis’). The

three types of analysis methods are defined as follows:� Average Dot Product (ADP): As the name implies, this measurement depends

on calculating the dot product between target movement and recorded samples on a

sample-by-sample basis, and then taking the average value. The posture vectors used

here are relative vectors, not absolute ones, which means their values are relative to

initial posture. The ADP varies between -1 and 1, where values close to 1 indicate

good performance.� Root Mean Squared (RMS) Error: This measurement depends on the difference

between target and recorded sensor values. It is also based on sample-by-sample com-

parison between target and recorded movements. For each pair of samples, a difference

vector is obtained, from which a single root-mean-square error value is calculated. The

RMS is normalized to values between -1 and 1, where higher values indicate better

performance.� Correlation coefficient of vector fields: Shadmehr and Mussa-Ivaldi defined vector

versions of mathematical operations that enables the calculation of correlation coeffi-

cients between two ordered sets of vectors [219]. The value lie in the same range as in

the previous two calculations. The algorithm is described in Chapter A.6.

Figure 60 shows the user interface of the analysis framework. On the left side, the database

entries are listed as a tree. The user can expand the subject by double clicking on it. Then

all training sessions are listed by identifying all block table entries from the database linked

to the session. By clicking on a training session, the training blocks conducted in this session

are identified and listed, and so on. Each of the three tabs in the right side is responsible

for one of the three implemented analysis methods. By clicking on the ’Calculate’ button,

the whole block is analyzed according to the chosen method (in Figure 60 the correlation

measure is displayed for all trials). If a single trial is selected in the left side, only the trial

will be analyzed. The tab ’VirtualHand’ can be clicked to visualize the selected trial with the

virtual hand and the ’ChannelView’ tab shows the time course of the sensors. The selected

session, block or trial can be deleted (’Delete’ button) or exported to -ascii files using the

’Export’ button.

In summary, the training setup and visualization is programmed as flexible and as extensible

as possible using single Design Patterns and the MVC concept as a composite Pattern.

Especially, new gloves and glove drivers can be added by creating a database entry for a

new glove and providing classes for interfacing with the glove. Furthermore, new kind of

trainings, for example fractionation training [2, 26, 112], can be added without changing the

code of the existing system. Finally additional training visualizations, performance feedback

visualizations and analysis methods can easily integrated into the existing training system.
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Figure 60: GUI of the analysis framework.

A valuable future development may be to translate the system into a web application, so

that subjects or even patients can perform training movements at their homes.

The last component of the measurement framework is a dynamic model of the human hand to

simulate finger movements and, in future, to incorporate learning related effects into neural

network models.
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2.5 The simulation framework

Since the anatomy of the hand in each individual varies according to their size, tendons,

muscle structure, skin and bone properties, and changes during life, a globally ’correct’

model of the human hand does not exist. Here a hand model is developed which approximates

the biomechanical system of the human fingers. Key features are the agonist / antagonist

innervation mechanisms of the muscles to move the joints, the existence of a resting (or

equilibrium) position, where extension and flexion torques at one joint cancel each other and

the convergence (several muscles act at one joint) and divergence (one muscle acts on several

joints) of muscle forces.

Magnetic stimulation
Framework

Grasp Assessment
Framework

Training
Framework

Sensor Glove
System

Simulation
Framework

The model described here is not a realistic model of the human hand and muscles. However,

the aim at this stage is not to provide a realistic model, but to have a model of approximately

the same complexity as the human hand as a proof of principle for the results from brain

stimulation. Therefore, the modeling is constrained to the joints which were measured by

the sensor glove. More detailed models have been developed for single fingers [246] or the

entire hand [246, 247, 249]. The dynamic model developed here is described in more detail

in the following chapters.

2.5.1 Dynamic equations of a two-link kinematic chain

The basic effectors of the fingers are the bones consisting of the proximal phalanx (flex-

ion/extension and abduction/adduction movements about the MCP joint), the medial pha-

lanx (flexion/extension movements about the PIP joint) and the distal phalanx (flexion/extension

movements about the DIP joint). The bones are modeled as cylinders with a certain length,

radius and mass. Abduction/Adduction movements at the metacarpophalangeal joint and

the distal phalanx are not considered (Figure 61A). Thus, a finger is reduced to a planar

manipulator with two revolute joints (extension/flexion movements) as illustrated in Figure

61B. Each finger segment has the mass m, the length l, and the rotation angle q. The

variable τ indicates torques acting on the joints.

The aim of the modeling is to find a mathematical description of the system relating torques

acting on the joints to the joint angles. Principally, this kind of problem is covered by

Newtonian mechanics and can be solved using the Euler-Lagrange equations

d

dt

∂L
∂q̇k

− ∂L
∂qk

= τk; k = 1, ..., n (2.36)
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Figure 61: (A) Modeling of the fingers as rigid cylinders. (B) Geometrical definitions of the finger

models.

where the Lagrangian L of the system denotes the difference between the kinetic energy K
and the potential energy P and τk is the (generalized) force associated with the generalized

coordinate qk. Here the generalized forces are the torques about the joints and the generalized

coordinates (minimum number of independent variables to describe the system) are the joint

angles. Application of the Euler-Lagrange equations leads to a set of coupled second-order

ordinary differential equations of motions equivalent to those derived using Newton’s second

law. The dynamic equations were determined according to Chapter A.2.

Kinetic energy contributions

To determine the kinetic energy of the system, the translational and angular velocities must

be known. The translational velocity of the first link is given by vc1 = Jvc1
(~q)~̇q, where

Jvc1
(~q) =





−lc1sin(q1) 0

lc1cos(q1) 0

0 0



 (2.37)

is the 3 × 2 Jacobian matrix relating velocity of the first joint to translational velocity of

the center of the first link. Similarly, the translational velocity of the center of the second

link is vc2 = Jvc2
(~q)~̇q with

Jvc2
(~q) =





−l1sin(q1) − lc2sin(q1 + q2) −lc2sin(q1 + q2)

l1cos(q1) + lc2cos(q1 + q2) lc2cos(q1 + q2)

0 0



 . (2.38)

Hence, the translational part of the kinetic energy is

1

2
~̇qT
(
m1J

T
vc1

(~q)Jvc1
(~q) + m2J

T
vc2

(~q)Jvc2
(~q)
)
~̇q. (2.39)

The angular velocity of the first and second link expressed in the inertial frame is

ω1 = q̇1~ez, ω2 = (q̇1 + q̇2)~ez, (2.40)
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respectively. Since the link can only rotate about the z-axis, the inertial tensor simplifies to

a scalar inertia Izz and the rotational kinetic energy is Izz,iω
2
i , or

1

2
~̇qT

(

Izz,1

(
1 0

0 0

)

+ Izz,2

(
1 1

1 1

))

~̇q. (2.41)

The inertia of a cylinder rotated about its center is given by

Izz,i =
1

4
mir

2
i +

1

12
mil

2
i + mi

(
li
2

)2

, (2.42)

where r is the radius of the cylinder, m the mass, and l its length. The rotational contribu-

tions to the kinetic energy can then be written as

1

2
~̇qT

(

Izz,1

(
1 0

0 0

)

+ Izz,2

(
1 1

1 1

))

~̇q. (2.43)

Thus, the entire kinetic energy is given by

K =
1

2
~̇qT

(

m1J
T
vc1

(~q)Jvc1
(~q) + m2J

T
vc2

(~q)Jvc2
(~q) +

(
Izz,1 + Izz,2 Izz,2

Izz,2 Izz,2

))

~̇q. (2.44)

Carrying out the multiplications (and using standard trigonometric identities) leads to

d11 = m1l
2
c1 + m2(l

2
1 + l2c2 + 2l1lc2cos(q2)) + Izz,1 + Izz,2

d12 = d21 = m2(l
2
c2 + l1lc2cos(q2)) + Izz,2 (2.45)

d22 = m2l
2
c2 + Izz,2,

which denote the elements of the matrix D(~q) of the kinetic energy. The Christoffel symbols

then compute to

c111 =
1

2

∂d11

∂q1
= 0

c121 = c211 =
1

2

∂d11

∂q2

= −m2l1lc2sin(q2) = h

c221 =
∂d12

∂q2
− 1

2

∂d22

∂q1
= h

c112 =
∂d21

∂q1

− 1

2

∂d11

∂q2

= −h

c122 = c212 =
1

2

∂d22

∂q1
= 0

c222 =
1

2

∂d22

∂q2

= 0.

Potential energy contributions

The potential energy of the manipulator is the sum of the potential energy of the two links

P = P1 + P2 = m1glc1sin(q1) + m2g(l1sin(q1) + lc2sin(q1 + q2)) (2.46)

and the functions gk(~q) compute to

g1 =
∂P
∂q1

= g(m1lc1 + m2l1)cos(q1) + gm2lc2cos(q1 + q2)

g2 =
∂P
∂q2

= gm2lc2cos(q1 + q2).
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Dynamical equations of the system

With the contributions of the kinetic and potential energy, the dynamic equations of the

system can be written as

d11q̈1 + d12q̈2 + c121q̇1q̇2 + c211q̇2q̇1 + c221q̇
2
2 + g1 = τ1 (2.47)

d21q̈1 + d22q̈2 + c112q̇
2
1 + g2 = τ2. (2.48)

Implementation in Matlab/Simulink

Equations 2.47 and 2.48 completely specify the dynamic behavior of the coupled cylinder

system, which serves as a model for a human finger. However, since the model should describe

the fingers in the same position as in the TMS-experimental setup (semipronated), the

gravity direction in this special case is perpendicular to the joints and thus is not considered

in the actual simulation. Furthermore, to simplify the implementation of the model in

Matlab/Simulink, the dynamic equations were rewritten to

q̈1 =
(τ1 − B1)A22 − (τ2 − B2)A12

(A11A22 − A12A21)

q̈2 =
(τ2 − B2)A11 − (τ1 − B1)A21

(A11A22 − A12A21)
, (2.49)

where

A11 = Izz,1 + Izz,2 + m1l
2
c1 + m2(l

2
1 + l2c2 + 2l1lc2cos(q2))

A12 = I2 + m2(l
2
c2l1lc2cos(q2))

A21 = A12

A22 = I2 + m2l
2
c2, (2.50)

and

B1 = −m2l1lc2q̇
2
2sin(q2) − 2m2l1lc2q̇1q̇2sin(q2)

B2 = m2l1lc2q̇
2
1sin(q2). (2.51)

Figure 62 shows the implementation of the dynamic equations of a finger in Simulink. In

the sub-model ’Dynamics w/o gravity’ the geometry and the mass of the finger is specified

and equations 2.49 - 2.51 are implemented. The outputs of the sub-model are the joint angle

accelerations q̈1 and q̈2, respectively, which are integrated to obtain the actual joint angles.

The blue marked blocks ensure the anatomically constrained range of joint angles. If the

external torque is would rotate the joint apart the anatomical limit (specified as saturation

limit in the second integrators), the internal state of the first integrator is resetted and its

input is switched to 0. As a consequence, the joint position outputs of the model, q1 and

q2, remain constant and the corresponding joint velocity outputs q̇1 and q̇2 become 0. The

inputs of the model are the external joint torques τ1 and τ2 applied by the muscles. The

entire block is the basic dynamic model of a finger, whose purpose is to calculates the joint

angles after externally applied torques. Note that in this model the external torques can be

applied at each joint independently which is not the case in real human fingers. As a next

step the torque generation by the muscles is modeled.
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Figure 62: Simulink block diagram of the dynamic equations. Blue blocks indicate mechanical

constraints.

2.5.2 Torque generation and equilibrium

The external torques to rotate the finger are generated by the muscles, which transmit

their forces by tendons to the finger segments (see Figure 63A). In mathematical terms,

muscles can be thought of as springlike actuators that produce forces dependent on the

actual muscle length and recent usage, growth and other factors (Shadmehr Wise 2005). In

the model developed here, a finger segment is moved by a pair of ’virtual muscles’, one acting

as agonist and the other as antagonist (Figure 63B). A virtual muscle is a spring-damper

contractile element (with viscosity b and stiffness k), contracted by the summed input force

(
∑

Fext and
∑

Fflex, respectively) from several muscles. Thus, the model simplifies the

Figure 63: Torque generation by a pair of virtual muscles.

muscle dynamics of several muscles acting on a joint to a single system, the virtual muscle.

In this chapter, the relationship between the force produced by a virtual muscle and the
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resulting torque τ1 at the proximal joint is described representatively.

The torque τ1 is generated by the moment arm a of the virtual muscle and the effective force

Feff acting perpendicular on the finger segment. The finger segment is in its equilibrium

position (Feff = 0) if the virtual muscle produces no active forces and the spring forces

cancel each other. If a virtual muscle, for example the one acting in flexion direction, is

contracted, the effective force Feff = Feff,flex − Feff,ext consists of the force exerted by the

active muscle but also on the passive (or active) force exerted by the antagonist muscle.

Hence, the torque τ1 = τflex − τext is the result of action and reaction forces from the virtual

muscles. In the example here, the effective force Feff,flex is given by

Feff,flex =
(∑

Fflex + Fspring + Fdamper

)

sin(p), (2.52)

where Fspring is the configuration dependent force of the spring and Fdamper the velocity

dependent force of the damper element, both acting in the opposite direction to
∑

Fflex.

The resulting torque is given by

τflex =
(∑

Fflex + Fspring + Fdamper

)

sin(p) a. (2.53)

Using the basic trigonometric relationships

sin(p) =
d

c
sin(90◦ − q1) =

d

c
cos(q1)

c =
√

a2 + d2 − 2ad cos(90◦ − q1) =
√

a2 + d2 − 2ad sin(q1),

the torque can be rewritten as a function of q1 as

τflex =
(∑

Fflex + Fspring + Fdamper

) ad cos(q1)
√

a2 + d2 − 2ad sin(q1)
. (2.54)

Furthermore, the spring force is defined to be zero, if the angle q1 is zero (later, q1 gets an

offset of 45◦, so that the equilibrium position is 45◦ flexion for all joints) and is thus given

by the change of c with respect to its neutral length:

Fspring = k (c(q1) − c(q1 = 0◦)) = k
(√

a2 + d2 − 2ad sin(q1) −
√

a2 + d2
)

. (2.55)

Note that the spring force is negative and thus acts against the active flexion force produced

by the virtual muscle. Similarly, the damping forces compute to

Fdamper = −2bad cos(q1)q̇1. (2.56)

In summary, the torque τflex in flexion direction produced only by the virtual muscle that

acts in flexion direction is given by

τflex =

(
∑

Fflex + k
(√

a2 + d2 − 2ad sin(q1) −
√

a2 + d2
)

− 2bad cos(q1)q̇1

)

ad cos(q1)
√

a2 + d2 − 2ad sin(q1)
.

(2.57)

With the torque exerted by the antagonist muscle in extension direction, which can be

derived analogously, the resulting torque at the proximal joint is then computed as

τ1 = τflex − τext. (2.58)

The proposed model of torque generation shares several features of real human fingers.

First, a joint is moved by the action of several muscles. Second, an equilibrium position
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exist, defined as the position of the joint where the passive torques cancel each other. Since

the viscosity b, the stiffness k, and the geometry of the moment arm is set equal for both,

the agonist and antagonist virtual muscle, the equilibrium position is at q1 = 0◦. However,

to obtain a physiologically plausible equilibrium position, an offset of 45◦ is added to q1

resulting in an equilibrium position of 45◦ flexion of each joint. Third, the agonist-antagonist

configuration of the virtual muscles implicate that the muscles can only produce forces in

one direction and that the torques at a joint are always composed of the combined action of

agonist and antagonist virtual muscle.

Implementation in Matlab/Simulink

The implementation of the virtual muscle concept is shown in Figure 64. In each sub-model

(flexion torque proximal, extension torque proximal, and flexion torque distal, extension

torque distal), equation 2.57 is implemented for the appropriate movement direction and

joint. The resulting torques τ1 and τ2 are fed as external torques into the finger dynamics
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Figure 64: Simulink model of virtual muscles acting on the dynamic finger model.

model (see Figure 64). The four sub-models and the finger dynamics model represent the

dynamics of the finger model and the external torques generated by the virtual muscles.

Virtual muscles are defined as systems, which actively generate forces according to the

summed input from several muscles innervating the appropriate joint. In the next chapter,

the complete hand model consisting of four fingers and the thumb (i.e., five ’Virtual muscle

/ finger dynamics’ models) is composed. As a last step, the contribution of anatomically

distinct muscles to the appropriate virtual muscles are defined.
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2.5.3 Composition of the hand and muscle innervations

For each finger, a ’Virtual finger’ model was created using plausible geometrical and dynamic

properties of each segment and finger. The parameters of each finger and finger segment are

summarized in Table 5. Note that at the current status, these parameters were selected to

Thumb Index Middle Ring Little

prox. dist. prox. dist. prox. dist. prox. dist. prox. dist.

Joint name MCP IP MCP PIP MCP PIP MCP PIP MCP PIP

l [cm] 3.5 3 5 3 6 3.5 5 3 4.5 2.5

m [g] 30 30 30 20 35 25 30 20 20 15

a [cm] 3.5 3 5 3 6 3.5 5 3 4.5 2.5

d [cm] 1.5 1.5 1 1 1 1 1 1 0.8 0.8

k 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50

b 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110 110

Table 5: Parameters of the finger model.

approximately match the relationships between fingers. In future, these parameters should

be adapted to experimentally identified values.

Based on the five virtual fingers, the muscles innervating the fingers were specified (see Table

6) and their contribution to extension and flexion of the appropriate finger was defined. This

procedure essentially consists of choosing the weighting coefficients between the mapping of

the contraction force of a specific muscle and its contributions to the virtual muscle force

moving a finger segment. As mentioned before, a muscle can contribute to the torque at

a single finger joint (for example the force generated by the extensor pollicis brevis muscle

is transmitted fully to the virtual muscle acting producing extension torques around the

proximal thumb segment) or to torques at several fingers and/or finger joints (for example

the flexor digitorum profundus muscle transmits 40% its force to the proximal and 60%

to the distal segment of the index, middle, ring and little finger in flexion direction). The

complete mappings of the 24 muscles considered are summarized in Table 6, where ’e’ and

’f’ indicate contribution to the extension and flexion torques, respectively. Here again, the

magnitude of the coefficients are selected to approximately match the neuroanatomy of

muscle innervations. Note also that several muscles considered here mainly contribute to

abduction or adduction movements, which are not considered in the actual dynamic model

of the hand. The contribution of all muscles to a single segment in extension and flexion

movements are then summed together and define the force generated by the appropriate

virtual muscle.

The complete model of the hand is visualized in Figure 65. The forces generated by the 24

muscles are the inputs of the model and the resulting joint angles the outputs. The muscle

forces are mapped onto the flexion and extension forces of the proximal and distal segment

of each finger, where the mapping coefficients are taken from Table 6. The summed forces

are then fed into the ’Virtual finger’ models of each finger and the joint configurations are

calculated. The output of the model is processed into Matlab and stored in data arrays for

analysis and storage.
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Thumb Index Middle Ring Little

prox. dist. prox. dist. prox. dist. prox. dist. prox. dist.

Joint name MCP IP MCP PIP MCP PIP MCP PIP MCP PIP

Extensor pollicis brevis 1.0e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Extensor pollicis longus 0.2e 0.8e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Abductor pollicis brevis 0.3e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Adductor pollicis 0.3f 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Flexor pollicis brevis 1.0f 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Flexor pollicis longus 0.2f 0.8f 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Extensor indicis 0 0 0.5f 0.5f 0 0 0 0 0 0

Interosseus dorsalis I 0 0 0.6f 0.2e 0 0 0 0 0 0

Interosseus palmaris I 0 0 0.6f 0.2e 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lumbricalis I 0 0 0.1f 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Interosseus dorsalis II 0 0 0 0 0.6f 0.2e 0 0 0 0

Interosseus dorsalis III 0 0 0 0 0.6f 0.2e 0 0 0 0

Lumbricalis II 0 0 0 0 0.1f 0 0 0 0 0

Interosseus dorsalis IV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.6f 0.2e 0 0

Interosseus palmaris II 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.6f 0.2e 0 0

Lumbricalis III 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1f 0 0 0

Extensor digiti minimi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.5e 0.5e

Abductor digiti minimi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.2f 0.2e

Interosseus palmaris III 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.2f 0.2e

Lumbricalis IV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1f 0

Flexor digiti minimi br. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.9f 0

Extensor digitorum 0 0 0.6e 0.4e 0.6e 0.4e 0.6e 0.4e 0.6e 0.4e

Flexor digitorum superf. 0 0 0.4f 0.6f 0.4f 0.6f 0.4f 0.6f 0.4f 0.6f

Flexor digitorum prof. 0 0 0.4f 0.6f 0.4f 0.6f 0.4f 0.6f 0.4f 0.6f

Table 6: Muscle contributions to the force produced by the virtual muscles. Values were selected

by inspection.
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q2

q1

Virtual thumb�
Fflex,prox�
Fflex, dist

�
Fext, prox�
Fext, dist

Virtual middle finger

q2

q1

Virtual index finger�
Fflex,prox�
Fflex, dist

�
Fext, prox�
Fext, dist

q2

q1

�
Fflex,prox�
Fflex, dist

�
Fext, prox�
Fext, dist

Virtual ring finger

q2

q1

�
Fflex,prox�
Fflex, dist

�
Fext, prox�
Fext, dist

Virtual little finger

q2

q1

�
Fflex,prox�
Fflex, dist

�
Fext, prox�
Fext, dist

q

x180

x

�
+

+45

q

Flumbricalis IV

Flumbricalis III

Flumbricalis II

Flumbricalis I

Finterosseus palmaris III

Finterosseus palmaris II

Finterosseus palmaris I

Finterosseus dorsalis IV

Finterosseus dorsalis III

Finterosseus dorsalis II

Finterosseus dorsalis I

Fflexor pollicis longus

Fflexor pollicis brevis

Fflexor digitorum superficialis

Fflexor digitorum profundus

Fflexor digiti minimi brevis

Fextensor pollicis longus

Fextensor pollicis brevis

Fextensor indicis

Fextensor digitorum

Fextensor digiti minimi

Fadductor pollicis

Fabductor pollicis brevis

Fabductor digiti minimi

0
0
0

0.3

1.0 0 0
0.2 0.80

1.0
0.2

0.3
00

00

0
00
0

0
00.8

0
0.6
0.6
0.1

0.5 0 0.5
0 0.20

0
0.4

0
00

0.20

0
0.40
0

0.6
00.6

0.4 0 00.6

0
0.4 0

0.400.6
00.6

0.4 0 00.6

0
0.4 0

0.400.6
00.6

0.4 0 00.6

0
0.4 0

0.400.6
00.6

0.4 0 00.6

0.2
0.1
0.9

00

0
00

0.2
0

00

0
0.2 0

0.500.5
0.20

0.6
0.6
0.1

0 0.20
0

00
0.20
0

0.6
0.6
0.1

0 0.20
0

00
0.20
0

q

Coefficients

Dynamic model of the hand

Figure 65: Contribution of real muscles to virtual muscles of the fingers.
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3 Application of the measurement system

The second part of the thesis consists of four empirical studies to examine the modular

organization using the developed measurement framework. The first study (Chapter 3.1)

describes the modular organization of finger movements healthy adults and provides support

for the module developed in Chapter 1.7. The second study in Chapter 3.2 addresses the

effect of learning a musical instrument on the modular organization. In the third study

(Chapter 3.3), the developed finger movement training system is evaluated and the effect of

short term learning of finger movements on the modular organization is described. Finally

in the fourth study presented in Chapter 3.4, the simulation environment is evaluated. The

modular structure of finger movements after random muscle activity is investigated and

compared to the results of empirical obtained data.

3.1 Description of the modular organization of finger movements

The mapping and grasping elements of the developed measurement system were used to

investigate the modular organization described in Chapter 1.4 in healthy subjects. In this

study, the TUB-Glove was used for the acquisition of finger movements. As outlined in

Magnetic stimulation
Framework

Grasp Assessment
Framework

Training
Framework

Sensor Glove
System

Simulation
Framework

Description of the modular 
organisation

Training related changes 
in the modular 
organisation

Simulation of modularity in 
dependence of muscle 

activity

Differences in the modular 
organisation in 

professional musicians

Measurement framework

Chapter 1.4, the motor system may generate automated movements, such as walking, by

combining modular spinal motor synergies. However, it remains unknown whether a mod-

ular neuronal architecture is sufficient to generate the unique flexibility of human finger

movements, which rely on cortical structures. Here we show that finger movements evoked

by transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) of the primary motor cortex reproduced distinc-

tive features of the spatial representation of voluntary movements as identified in previous

neuroimaging studies [17, 100, 29], consistent with naturalistic activation of neuronal ele-

ments. Principal component analysis revealed that TMS-evoked movements can be described

as a linear combination of a small number of modules (or principal components), explaining

most of the data variance. Modules extracted from TMS-induced finger movements resem-

bled those derived from end-postures of voluntary movements performed to grasp imagined

objects, and a small subset of them was sufficient to reconstruct these movements with
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remarkable fidelity. Thus, the motor system may coordinate even the most dexterous move-

ments by using a modular architecture involving cortical components.

3.1.1 Background

It has been proposed that a set of neuromotor synergies, termed ’modules’, may represent a

possible basis for intentional as well as automatic actions [78, 181, 229]. Despite experimental

support for a modular organization of motor system (see Chapter 1.4), it is unclear whether

this modularity has a causal relationship to neuronal operation, and if so, at which locations

in the motor system this modularity is implemented. This uncertainty arises because the

rules that govern neuronal activity for generating movements cannot be inferred directly

through the analysis of the kinematics or muscle activation patterns due to the inverse

problem. For example, tremulous motion may originate from the activity of an independent

neuronal pacemaker, but it is equally possible that it may originate from reflexively organized

neuronal activity or biomechanical properties [57].

Strong causal evidence for a modular operation of the central nervous system (CNS) in

movement control is provided if similar modular principles are revealed by direct stimulation

of the nervous system. Although intraspinal microstimulation experiments in mammals [241]

and amphibians [51] revealed similar results, experimental support for functional modular

organization was notably absent in spinalized cats [8, 164]. It is possible, then that modular

neuronal organization of intentional dexterous movements, if at all present in higher-order

animals and in humans, may depend on the motor cortex.

Here, the magnetic stimulation framework (Chapter 2.2) is used to test this hypothesis

directly in awake humans. First, critical evidence in favor of TMS activation as an exper-

imental paradigm that can reproduce features of natural activation of the primary motor

cortex is added. Secondly, the question of whether TMS-evoked finger movements may show

modular properties is examined, and if so, whether they are similar to grasping movements,

an extensively well characterized family of dexterous finger movements whose modular kine-

matic properties have been documented previously [197]. For the assessment of grasping

movements, the grasping framework was used (see Chapter 2.3).

3.1.2 Methods

The study was approved by the Ethics committee of the University of Wuerzburg, and

written informed consent was obtained from all participants. Experiments were performed

on 21 healthy volunteers (9 men and 12 women, age 24 ± 4 years). Three subjects were

excluded, because no finger movements could be obtained at a low stimulation intensity.

TMS mapping was applied as explained in Chapter 2.2.2.

Magnetic brachial plexus stimulation

Additionally, magnetic brachial plexus stimulation performed in five subjects. The subject’s

right hand was positioned in the same position as in the brain mapping experiments. Ap-

proximately 100 stimuli were applied with the coil positioned over the right brachial plexus.

Stimulation intensity was chosen to ensure that the amplitude of evoked finger movements

matched those evoked by TMS.
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Biomechanical constraints

Six subjects took part in this experiment. The hand and fingers were positioned as in the

brain mapping experiments. In each trial the experimenter moved a single joint by ≈10◦

in either flexion or extension direction. Concomitantly, passive movements of the remaining

joints were recorded. For any subject, this resulted in 20 trials (2 for each recorded finger

joint). The end-posture was maintained until the recording was stopped after 2 s. Subjects

were told to relax during passive movements and let the experimenter move the finger.

Structureless-PVs

Structureless-PVs were generated by randomly reshuffling PV components from TMS-PVs

across samples of each subject. A set of Structureless-PVs contained the same number of

elements as the set of TMS-PVs of the corresponding subject. This procedure served to

remove correlations between joints without changing the variance of each data set. For each

subject, five different sets of Structureless-PVs were generated.

Reconstruction of grasp postures

Grasp end postures were reconstructed by finding the best solution X to the equation AX =

B, using a standard least squares algorithm. The matrix B ∈ 10 × (number of Grasp-

PVs) contained the normalized (Euclidean-norm) Grasp-PVs, and the matrix A ∈ 10 × n

contained n basis vectors (the first n modules). The number n of basis vectors was defined

as the number of modules needed to account for >90% of variation of the appropriate

data set. Modules derived from TMS-PVs, Structureless Structureless-PVs, and Grasp-PVs

themselves were used as basis vectors to reconstruct Grasp-PVs. In the case of Structureless-

PVs, the number of modules was set as equal to the computed number of modules derived

from TMS-evoked movements of the corresponding subject. The reconstruction quality of

a specific Grasp-PV, Bi, was expressed as a percentage value of the normalized Euclidean

distance between AXi and Bi (100% indicated the largest reconstruction error and was

equivalent to the maximum Euclidean distance).

3.1.3 Results

Pattern of finger movements evoked by TMS

Across all subjects and all joints, the mean flexion angle was 2.0◦ ± 1.7◦ and the mean

extension angle was 1.9◦ ± 1.6◦. Movements occurred around single joints, joints of a single

finger, or multiple joints, in both extension and flexion. Of all finger movements, isolated

thumb movements were evoked most frequently (14% ± 13% of movements across 18 sub-

jects), followed by movements of the index (10% ± 10%), middle (7% ± 7%), little (4%

± 4%), and ring finger (2% ± 2%). Although isolated finger movements were observable

on multiple occasions, it was more common for TMS to elicit movements of several fingers

simultaneously (63% ± 16% of evoked movements across 18 subjects). All movements (iso-

lated or as part of composite finger movements) considered, thumb movements, index finger

movements, and middle finger movements were evoked with similar frequencies (50% ± 22%;

59% ± 19%; 56% ± 18%, respectively) whereas ring finger movements (41% ± 22%) and
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little finger movements (38% ± 21%) were elicited somewhat less frequently.

Overlap and somatotopic gradient of movement representations

Movements evoked by TMS over different scalp positions did not display a prominent system-

atic topographic pattern. Similar finger movements could be evoked from spatially separate

stimulation sites and dissimilar movements could be evoked from stimulation of the same

site. This is visualized in Figure 66A and B, which show matrices of pairwise distances of

all TMS-evoked movements recorded in two subjects. Figure 66C displays a segment of the

matrix of one subject (Figure 66A) and illustrates pairs of individual similar and dissimi-

lar posture vectors derived from TMS-evoked movements (TMS-PVs). To assess the spatial

gradient of movement similarity, all TMS-PVs were matched to two randomly selected TMS-

PVs obtained through stimulation of (1) the same site or (2) a distant site. The similarity of

the resulting pairs of local TMS-PVs was compared with the similarity of the pairs of distant

TMS-PVs across all subjects. Although the mean similarity of local TMS-PV pairs was sig-

nificantly higher (i.e., the distance was smaller) than the similarity of distant TMS-PV pairs

(p < 0.001; two-tailed paired t-test), the mean similarity differed only by 0.08 ± 0.58 (Figure

66D). This ’isotropy’ of movement representation on a macroscopic scale is consistent with

findings obtained with a large variety of investigational methods ranging from anatomical

study [186], intracortical microstimulation (ICMS) [135, 234], and recorded activity of sin-

gle neurons [182, 158] to functional magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) [17, 100, 130, 195].

Scalp sites from which movements of individual fingers (mostly as part of composite finger

movements) could be evoked overlapped extensively. Figure 67A displays the topographical

distribution of the movements of each individual finger as summarized by its activation map

(see Chapter 2.2.5).

Peak activations were located near the grand center of gravity (CoG) of all finger movements.

The location of the CoG of individual fingers is illustrated in Figure 67B. The lateral position

of the CoG of different fingers differed significantly (analysis of variance (ANOVA); F(4, 85)

= 2.5; p = 0.049). With reference to the CoG of little finger movements, the CoG of thumb

movements was 2.3 ± 3.4 mm (p = 0.011; two-tailed paired t-test) more lateral, and the

CoG of index finger movements was 3.1 ± 2.8 mm (p < 0.001; two-tailed paired t-test) more

lateral. The CoGs derived from motor-evoked potential (MEP) amplitudes recorded from

the abductor pollicis brevis (APB) muscle and adductor digiti minimi (ADM) muscle were

comparable in distance and location to the CoGs of the corresponding finger movement. The

APB muscle was located 3.0 ± 1.5 mm more laterally than the ADM muscle (p < 0.001;

two-tailed paired t-test). Projected at the level of the cortex, the mean 3D distance of CoGs

of thumb and index finger to little finger amounted to ≈3.4 - 3.7 mm, in excellent agreement

with findings obtained from neuroimaging studies [17, 100]. In these studies, the 3D distance

obtained after voluntary individual finger movements was found to be 1.7 - 5.4 mm.

Variability of TMS-evoked movements is constrained by neuronal factors

To obtain a more detailed view of the properties of the output of the primary motor cortex

as revealed by TMS, the analysis of individual fingers was extended to the analysis of entire

TMS-evoked movements. Although a large variety of movements were evoked by TMS, many

movements appeared to share a limited number of mutually similar postures. Hierarchical

cluster analysis was used to allocate TMS-PVs to posture groups (PGs), which were defined
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Figure 66: Mapping of scalp positions onto TMS-evoked finger movements. (A and B) Distance

matrices of PVs indexing TMS-evoked movements for two representative subjects. The

distance between any two ten-dimensional PVs is coded on a color scale ranging from 0

(dark blue, implying identity) to 2 (dark red, indicating strongest possible dissimilarity,

i.e., the vectors pointed in opposite directions). Because the matrices are symmetric,

only the upper triangular part is shown. The leftmost diagonal represents the distance

of two identical PVs. The black bold triangles along the diagonal refer to pairs of PVs

derived from movements evoked from the same stimulation point. The different sizes

of triangles indicate that at some stimulation sites, fewer than 15 movements were

evoked by TMS. (C) Selected segments of the distance matrix computed from PVs of

two arbitrarily selected, spatially distant stimulation sites (2, 3) and (5, 5) from subject

AA, whose complete matrix is displayed in (A). The inset illustrates individual PVs

obtained from site (2, 3) and (5, 5). The third TMS pulse delivered over point (2, 3)

and the eighth TMS pulse delivered over point (5, 5) evoked flexions of the I MCP and

I PIP joint. The distance of their corresponding PVs was small (d = 0.072), implying

high similarity. In contrast, the fourth TMS pulse delivered over point (2, 3) evoked

a movement consisting of extension of I MCP and I PIP and flexion of M MCP. The

distance of its corresponding PV from the PV evoked by the third stimulus was large

(d = 1.840), implying dissimilarity. (D) Distance of PVs to randomly selected PVs

of the same stimulation site (left bar) and to randomly selected PVs from different

stimulation sites (right bar). Values are presented as mean ± SD.

by the minimal distance of their group members (Chapter 2.2.6). Visualization of these

groups revealed that several movements contained motion elements observable in natural

motor behavior, such as thumb and index finger opposition or opening and closing of the

hand. Examples are shown in Figure 68A, in which 8 (of a total of 73) different PGs

derived from TMS-PVs in one subject (AA) are rendered. Figure 68B summarizes the

results of the clustering process of the TMS-PVs for all 18 subjects. Across all subjects,

the mean number of PGs was 47 ± 17,indicating that TMS-evoked movements exhibited
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Figure 67: Somatotopical gradient of finger movement representations. (A) Scalp sites from which

movements of individual fingers could be evoked overlapped extensively. Summed nor-

malized activation maps of each finger were aligned to the center of gravity (CoG) of

all fingers (18 subjects). (B) Somatotopical gradient of finger movement representa-

tion and intrinsic hand muscle (APB, ADM, eight subjects) representation. CoGs of

finger movements (black symbols) and muscle activations (gray symbols) were normal-

ized to the position of the CoG of all finger movements. Despite overlapping areas,

finger movements exhibited a somatotopical gradient, with thumb and index finger

movements represented most laterally and little finger movements represented most

medially. *p < 0.05; ***p < 0.001.

considerable variability. The variability of TMS-PVs was compared with the variability of

Structureless-PVs, which were generated from randomly shuffling the TMS-PV components

of each subject. TMS-PVs were also compared with movements evoked by magnetic brachial

plexus stimulation (as indexed by Plexus-PVs) to illustrate the variability of TMS-evoked

movements in relation to movements evoked by synchronous stimulation of a peripheral part

of the nervous system. Cluster analysis yielded a different number of PGs for the three

conditions (TMS, Structureless-PVs, and Plexus-PVs) in each subject. This is illustrated

in Figure 4C, which displays PGs derived from subject AA. For comparison of the results

across subjects, the number of PGs was normalized by the total number of PVs to generate

a cluster index (CI) that was independent of the total number of PVs. The computed CIs

differed significantly between the three conditions (ANOVA; F(2, 15) = 60.50; p < 0.001;

Figure 68D). CIs derived from TMS-PVs were intermediate between those obtained from

Structureless-PVs and Plexus-PVs. These results indicate that the variability of TMS-evoked

movements is likely to be influenced to a major extent by factors upstream of biomechanics,

and thus, probably by neuronal factors related to the organization of the corticospinal system.
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Figure 68: Grouping of Similar PVs by cluster analysis. (A) Examples of eight different posture

groups (PGs) of one subject. The resting position before application of the TMS

pulse is shown in the upper left. (B) Summary of the clustering process. The length

of horizontal bars corresponds to the number of PVs (as indicated in the middle

column). Each horizontal bar is segmented to indicate posture groups (PGs, right

column). PGs were obtained by clustering similar PVs into groups. The number of

PVs in a PG is represented by the length of the segment. PGs are sorted in descending

order of elements. (C) All PGs of one subject for structureless datasets, TMS-evoked

movements, and brachial plexus stimulation-evoked movements. (D) Group data.

Variability of TMS-PVs, Structureless-PVs, and PVs resulting from brachial plexus

stimulation as indicated by the number of PGs normalized by the number of PVs

(mean ± SD). Variability of TMS-PVs was reduced if compared to Structureless-PVs,

but variability was larger than in PVs resulting from brachial plexus stimulation. ***p

< 0.001.

Modular Composition of TMS-Evoked Movements

To analyze the data with respect to the model described in Chapter 1.7, PCA, a widely

used matrix factorization technique, was applied (see Chapter 2.2.7). The resulting PCs are

termed modules. On average, the first four modules accounted for ≈89.3% of the variance,

with the first two accounting for ≈72.6% of the variance (Figure 5A). Therefore, the number

of the most prominent modules (as defined by the number of modules accounting for ≈90%

of the variance) inherent in the TMS-PVs amounted to approximately four, indicating that

the a large portion of the kinematic output of the primary motor cortex can be explained

by linear combinations of four modules. In contrast, approximately eight PCs were needed

to account for ≈89% of the total variance of Structureless-PVs (Figure 69A). The number

of relevant modules derived from TMS-evoked movements was significantly lower than in

Structureless-PVs (p < 0.001, two-tailed t-test). This difference would indicate a property
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of the cortical motor system, unless this specific pattern was not already present due to

mechanical properties of the human hand.
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Figure 69: Modular composition of TMS-evoked movements. (A) Results of principal component

analysis (PCA). The cumulative fraction of total variation explained by the princi-

pal components (PCs or modules) of TMS-PVs (solid line), Structureless- PVs (black

dashed line), and Biomechanical-PVs (gray dashed line) are shown (mean ± SD).

Approximately four modules resulting from TMS were needed to reconstruct the real

data at high fidelity. In contrast, approximately eight modules from the Structureless-

PVs and from the Biomechanical-PVs were needed to obtain the same reconstruction

accuracy. (B) Interindividual similarity of extracted modules. The first four mod-

ules from subject AA are displayed in the left panel. The best-matching modules in

relation to subject AA were computed for subject DJ (right panel). Note that the

rank order differed between some best matching module pairs. (C and D) Histograms

of the rank order of best matching pairs of TMS-modules (C) and of Structureless-

modules (D) as an indicator of structural similarity between sets of modules. Dark

cells denote frequently occurring best-matching module assignments between subjects.

The histogram of all possible combinations from 18 subjects is shown. TMS-modules

exhibited a greater consistency, which was expressed as a larger number of entries near

the diagonal axis of the histogram. The first modules especially corresponded most

often with one another between subjects. (E) The shared subspace dimensionality

of TMS-modules between subjects was significantly higher than that between sets of

Structureless-modules. Values are presented as mean ± SD. ***p < 0.001.

Indeed, Lang and Schieber [138] have demonstrated biomechanical constraints for passive
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large-arc (≈40◦ - 80◦) finger movements. To address the degree to which the variance of the

modules explained could be attributed to biomechanical constraints, we performed passive

individuated movements of every single recorded finger joint of the right hand in six subjects.

The range of these joint motions was 23.2◦ ± 2.8◦ and, thus, considerably larger than that

of the TMS-evoked movements (mean range of joint motions 3.9◦, see above). PCA of these

individuated passive movements showed that eight modules accounted for ≈90.0% of the

variance, similar to modules derived from Structureless-PVs (Figure 69A). Therefore, the

modular structure of finger movements evoked by TMS of primary motor cortex cannot

be explained by tested biomechanical factors. However, simple passive movements of the

fingers mainly detect couplings of skin tissue and thus do not cover the whole spectrum of

biomechanical constraints further involving muscle and tendon couplings as well as couplings

from incomplete segregation of muscle compartments [211]. To address this issue in more

detail, muscles could be selectively stimulated by intramuscular electrodes. Alternatively,

the hand could be modeled and the influence of biomechanical couplings could be analyzed

by simulations. A first attempt to the second approach has been taken Chapter 3.4.

Similarity of modules

To address the question of similarity between modules derived from different subjects, best-

matching pairs (see Chapter 2.2.7) of modules were computed. Figure 69B shows the best-

matching module pairs of two subjects. Note that the members of best-matching modules did

not necessarily have the same rank order. A complete overview of the rank order assignments

of best-matching pairs of modules between all subjects is displayed in the 2D histogram

of Figure 69C. The module with rank order 1 (i.e. the first PC explaining most of the

data variance), and 2 showed the best consistency between subjects, i.e., the best matching

counterpart of module 1 from one subject was most often module 1 or module 2 of another

subject. In several cases, module components of a pair of best-matching modules had a

different rank order with regard to the relative amount of variance they explained in each

data set.

Surprisingly, module 10 of one subject frequently corresponded best to module 10 of an-

other subject. Subsequent detailed analysis revealed a small-amplitude mechanical artifact

as the likely origin of this module. Due to the fact that module 10 accounted for less than

0.1% of the data variance, the above conclusions are not affected by this artifact. In con-

trast to TMS-modules, modules derived from Structureless-PVs did not show any consistent

rank order assignments (Figure 69D). Additionally, to quantify the similarity of different

sets of modules, the shared subspace dimensionality between subjects was computed. A

subspace was defined by the first n modules, where n corresponded to the number of mod-

ules necessary to account for ≈90% of the data variance in each subject. In contrast to

best-matching module pairs, this measure is insensitive to variations in the rank order of

modules. Between subjects, the shared subspace dimensionality of modules derived from

TMS-PVs (TMS-modules) was 2.5 ± 0.8, indicating a substantial overlap when compared

with the dimensionality of approximately four modules necessary to explain ≈90% of the

variance (Figure 69E). The shared subspace dimensionality between TMS-modules exceeded

the shared subspace dimensionality between Structureless-modules (1.4 ± 0.6; p < 0.001,

two-tailed t-test). Although TMS-modules between subjects showed considerable overlap,

there was also interindividual variability, possibly as a result of differences in the biomechan-

ical properties of the hands, or of interindividual differences in the neural system. Therefore,
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one might predict intraindividual similarity of the modules to be greater than interindividual

similarity. To address this issue, five subjects took part in additional mapping sessions, 2

months after the first session and 1 week after the second session. Results indicate a high

degree of consistency of the rank order of best-matching pairs of PCs in the same subject

after three mapping sessions (Figure 70A).
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Figure 70: Similarity of modules after remapping. (A) Histogram of intra-individually best-

matching module pairs (three sessions). The first modules (PC1) between sessions

were always most similar to each other, indicating a high structural similarity of the

modules after remapping. (B) Intra-individually and inter-individually shared sub-

space dimensionality (mean ± SD). **p < 0.01.

Module 1 computed from the first session always corresponded best to Module 1 in subse-

quent mapping sessions. Moreover, the shared subspace dimensionality (Figure 70B) was

significantly higher intra-individually, between different sessions in the same subject, (3.2

± 0.7) than inter-individually, between subjects, (2.6 ± 0.8; p = 0.007, two-tailed t-test).

Therefore, the modules extracted from TMS-evoked movements likely contain individually

specific features of movement organization.

Structural similarity of modules derived from TMS and grasping movements

PCA revealed that modularity was different in TMS-PVs with respect to Structureless-

PVs and that the modules overlapped considerably between subjects. However, it remains

unknown whether the modules derived from TMS-PVs bear any relationship to natural motor

behavior. To address this question, six subjects performed grasping movements toward 28

imagined different objects displayed as images presented on a computer screen in front of

them. Analysis of grasping end-postures (Grasp-PVs) generated a set of ten modules, with

four of them accounting for ≈91.7% of the data variance. The variation explained by the first

four modules is similar to that reported previously by Santello and coworkers [197] and similar

to the results from TMS-evoked movements. TMS-modules were more similar to modules

derived from grasping movements than to Structureless-modules. The histograms of the rank

order assignments of bestmatching modules showed a higher degree of consistency between

TMS-modules and Grasp-modules (Figure 71A) than between Structureless-modules and

Grasp-modules (Figure 71B).

The shared subspace dimensionality between the TMS-module subspaces and the subspaces

spanned by the Grasp-modules was 2.0 ± 0.6; i.e., two of approximately four dimensions of

the TMS-modules subspace were shared with their corresponding Grasp-module subspace.

Across all six subjects, the shared subspace dimensionality between Structureless-modules
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Figure 71: Similarity between Grasp-modules, TMS-modules, and Structureless-modules. (A and

B) Histograms of the rank order assignments of best-matching pairs of Grasp-modules

and TMS-modules, and Grasp-modules and Structureless-modules, respectively. (C)

The dimensionality of shared subspaces between Grasp-modules and TMS-modules

was significantly higher than that between Grasp-modules and Structureless-modules.

Values are presented as mean ± SD. ***p < 0.001.

and Grasp-modules was 0.9 ± 0.5, and significantly lower (p < 0.001, two-tailed t-test) than

the shared subspace dimensionality between TMS-modules and Grasp-modules.

The biological significance of modules derived from TMS-evoked movements would gain

additional strong support if the TMS-modules could be used to reproduce hand postures

that resulted from voluntary grasping movements. The performance of modules computed

from TMS-PVs in reconstructing static grasp end-postures was compared with that of

Structureless-PVs and Grasp-PVs . Figure 72A illustrates examples of reconstruction of

different hand shapes adopted when grasping two different objects. As expected, reconstruc-

tion error was minimal when using Grasp-modules. The quality of reconstruction differed

between Grasp-modules, TMS-modules, and Structureless-modules (ANOVA; F(2, 39) =

46.71; p < 0.001; Figure 72B). Reconstruction error associated with TMS-modules was sig-

nificantly smaller than that of Structureless-modules (p < 0.001, two-tailed t-test), and larger

than that of Grasp-modules (p < 0.001, two-tailed paired t-test; Figure 72B).

3.1.4 Discussion

The present study used magnetic stimulation to examine the mapping between the motor

cortex and finger movements in humans. PCA revealed that a small set of approximately

four modules accounted for much of the data variance of TMS-evoked movements as indexed

by their posture vectors, whereas approximately eight modules were needed to approximate

the data variance when the biomechanical part of the motor system was examined in isola-

tion. Before we consider the biological significance of this finding, we have to ensure that the
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Figure 72: Reconstruction of grasping end-postures from modules. (A) Examples of reconstruc-

tion of two different postures (from subjects AA and KA) with small reconstruction

errors (top row) and large reconstruction errors (bottom row). The number of modules

used for reconstruction was chosen according to the number of modules necessary to

explain >90% of the variance. In the case of Structureless-modules, the number was

set as equal to the number of TMS-modules. (B) Mean reconstruction error (± SD,

six subjects) was lowest using modules directly derived from grasping end-postures.

Using TMS-modules, the reconstruction error was significantly smaller than the re-

construction error using Structureless-modules. ***p < 0.001.

artificial stimulation of the primary motor cortex by TMS reproduces important properties

of natural movements (c.f. [233]). At least two lines of evidence support this assumption.

First, TMS-evoked movements displayed properties which may be considered idiosyncratic

hallmarks of the spatial representation of voluntary finger movements. Although movements

evoked by TMS from different scalp positions did not display a prominent topographical

organization, the spatial sampling resolution of the TMS technique was sufficient to repro-

duce the topographical order and dimensions of the fine somatotopical gradient found in

functional MRI studies of voluntary finger movements [17, 100, 130] and in studies of non-

human primates utilizing neuronal recording and stimulation techniques [208]. Secondly,

previous observations demonstrated that TMS-evoked movements retain kinematic proper-

ties of recently performed movements [47]. Such phenotypical homology implies that neu-

ronal ensembles that determine important kinematic properties of voluntary movements are

physiologically similarly activated by TMS.

If these considerations supply indirect evidence for naturalistic activation of motor cortex by

TMS, then the modular characteristics of TMS-evoked movements has implications for the

understanding of how the primary motor cortex is engaged in the control of movements. That

the finding of a small number of relevant modules is not just an artifact of the stimulation

technique (despite its physiological properties) is strongly supported by the finding that

modules derived from TMS-evoked movements were similar to modules derived from grasping

movements. Because TMS-evoked movements and voluntary movements each comprised

a wide variety of diverse end-postures, it is unlikely that this similarity arose by chance.

Furthermore, the end-postures of natural grasping movements could be reconstructed with

remarkable fidelity from TMS-derived modules. Based on these observations, we propose
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that the structural properties of TMS-evoked movements not only unveil modularity in the

ultimate output of the primary motor cortex, but also indicate that this modularity is used

for movement control. In this way, our findings provide direct, and causal, evidence to

suggest that the modular structure of natural grasping movements [151, 197], or signing

gestures in American sign language [117], are indeed signatures of a modular principle of

operation of the CNS.

Previous studies in frogs have shown that a small set of muscle activation patterns was suf-

ficient to describe the muscle activity associated with mechanically triggered kick reflexes

[243]. These muscular activation patterns were similar between different behaviors such as

swimming, jumping, and walking [52]. Because they persisted even after deafferentation [46],

it was concluded that complex locomotor behaviors in frogs may arise from spinal modules

that are provided with the proper weighting coefficients by afferent and / or supraspinal com-

mands [46]. When spinal structures were activated by medullo-spinal projections through

vestibular nerve stimulation [51], the dimensionality of the kinematic output was similarly

reduced when compared with spinal preparations. The study by d’Avella and Bizzi therefore

extended the evidence of modular organization of motor behavior to subcortical, reflexively

organized neuronal circuits. Because TMS activates cortical elements, the present results

suggest that modular organization in neuronal systems generalizes to cortical control of

movements. Therefore, the present findings indicate that the most dexterous intentional

movements of higher-order mammals may share similar principles with elementary auto-

mated movements in amphibians. Our findings do not allow us to make detailed inferences

about the anatomical identity and location of the TMS-derived movement modules. Given

the enormous sophistication of the spinal interneuronal circuitry in primates [75], it appears

unlikely that coordination of grasping movements rests exclusively upon transmission of de-

scending corticospinal commands from the primary motor cortex onto spinal motoneurons.

Although intracortical neuronal elements likely play a special role, corticospinal projection

neurons, spinal interneurons, and the peripheral part of the motor system all determine the

final appearance of the extracted modules (see Chapter 1.7). This may explain why Po-

liakov and Schieber [182] failed to find evidence for functional grouping of motor cortical

neurons into modules. These authors examined discharge properties of sets of motor cortical

neurons sampled from multiple distributed sites during a set of skilled, individuated finger

movements. Such movements likely require the combination of multiple overlapping corti-

cospinal modules. It is possible that the structure of these modules might not be revealed

through recording exclusively the activity of a small number of cortical neurons, which may

themselves be members of multiple and overlapping modules. Consistent with the idea that

modularity is a property of the wholeness of the cortico-muscular system, stimulation of

two motor cortical points in anesthetized cats led to vectorial summation of the responses

obtained at each point individually [72], whereas intraspinal microstimulation of two points

in spinalized cats did not [164].

It is noteworthy that TMS-derived modules were similar to those derived from grasping

movements, despite the fact that grasping movements were indexed only by their final pos-

ture. Results obtained by Graziano and coworkers [4, 94, 93] may help to explain this finding.

These authors used ICMS and recordings from single neurons of the motor cortex in monkeys

to investigate principles of neuronal control of diverse and naturalistic upper limb movements.

ICMS of the precentral motor cortex induced multijoint complex arm movements, with some

of them resembling feeding and grasping movements [94, 93]. Centrally directed hand move-

ments in conjunction with formations of grip postures of the fingers were clustered around
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the central sulcus [93], a region overlapping the primary motor cortex in humans. A large

fraction of the variance in recordings of neuronal firing behavior with natural movements was

explained by neuronal tuning to preferred end-postures [4]. This model accounted substan-

tially better for the data variance than models of neuronal tuning to direction or a variety of

different alternative movement parameters. Importantly, the end-postures preferred by the

neurons significantly matched the final postures evoked by ICMS of the same cortical sites.

Our observations are in accord with the emerging view that neuronal tuning to final posture

plays an important role in the control of movement [4, 89, 94], and they suggest that this

principle may apply to the most distal upper limb movements. TMS induces only short-

lasting activity (10 to 15 ms [59]) in corticospinal projections. This may be one factor that

explains why the duration and amplitude of TMS-evoked finger movements differ from the

ICMS-evoked full-scale complex multijoint movements, which appear to require long (typi-

cally 500 ms) stimulation trains [4, 94]. The induction of fragments of grasping movements

by TMS over the primary motor cortex is consistent with the idea that different components

of movements have different induction thresholds and do not necessarily depend on the du-

ration of the stimulation. This view is supported by the facts that the distinctive features of

ICMS-induced movement or muscle activation patterns may become evident already at some

80 ms into the stimulation train [93] and even after single ICMS pulses, and by previous

observations that TMS at a weaker intensity than that used in the present study has a higher

probability of evoking individuated thumb movements [47]. TMS-evoked movements over

the motor cortex obviously lacked the arm component, which is necessary to transport the

hand to the final destination. The above considerations predict that physiological signatures

of such specific arm movements should be induced by TMS applied at the same sites. TMS

may be particularly suited to stimulate neuronal circuits naturalistically because it activates

an extended brain region through activation of intracortical horizontal fibers [191].

The results obtained here provide possibly the most direct support to date for the conjecture

that a set of movement modules constitute building blocks of the most complex, highly

flexible motions; they also provide evidence in favor of models of neuronal tuning to end-

posture. The findings may contribute to a deeper understanding of the human motor system

and may inform the design of novel neuro-rehabilitative strategies. As has been noted before

[20, 181, 229], modular neuronal control may afford computational savings over approaches

that rely on extraction of a number of individual movement parameters from large numbers

of individual neurons. Therefore, consideration of modular principles of neural control may

be of value for the design of neural prostheses driving electrical stimulation of hand muscles

and the development of brain-machine interfaces that control the movements of artificial

prosthetic devices [171].

The second study was conducted with the help of professional violin players and addressed

how the modular structure changes after to learning of musical skills.
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3.2 How skills shape the modular organization in musicians

This study addresses the effect of learning how to play a musical instrument on the modular

organization of finger movements. The sensor glove, the magnetic stimulation paradigm and

the grasp assessment tool are used in this investigation.

Magnetic stimulation
Framework

Grasp Assessment
Framework

Training
Framework

Sensor Glove
System

Simulation
Framework

Description of the modular 
organisation

Training related changes 
in the modular 
organisation

Simulation of modularity in 
dependence of muscle 

activity

Differences in the modular 
organisation in 

professional musicians

Measurement framework

Although it is well established that the motor cortex and several other brain areas in musi-

cians show an altered organization pattern, the significance of this reorganization pattern in

relation to the trained movement repertoire and possible underlying motor control theories

is still largely unclear. We combined transcranial magnetic stimulation and finger movement

recordings to analyze the kinematic output of the primary motor cortex in professional and

amateur violin players. We first show that the somatotopy in the right motor cortex in

musicians is enlarged. Further, assuming that finger movements are generated as a linear

combination of synergistic joint correlation patterns, or modules, we provide evidence that

modules derived from TMS-evoked movements reflect spatial properties of typical violin-

ist’s movements in dependence of training intensity. These findings illustrate highly specific

functional motor system reorganization in response to long-term training and provide strong

further support for the contention that the nervous system may co-ordinate even the dex-

terous movements by using a modular architecture involving cortical components.

3.2.1 Background

If we applaud at the end of a classical concert we acknowledge the performance of the

musicians during the concert. What we do not consider at that moment is that the way

to perfect and virtuous performance requires years of intensive, continuous training and

discipline.

Investigations of the neural underpinnings of sports [177] and musical skills over the last

decades [18] have found structural [7, 85, 19] and functional adaptations [69, 215, 177] as

well as correlates of unique, instrument specific, musical abilities [13]. Professional violin

players show a pronounced left-right asymmetry in terms of the cortical separation between
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thumb and little finger in the right somatosensory cortex [215, 69], the morphology of the

motor cortex [13, 7], the position of the primary motor cortex output map in the right

hemisphere [215], and an increased hand skill of the left hand [115]. Because partially

differing results were found between violin and keyboard players [13, 115], it seems plausible

that the reorganization pattern is instrument specific.

While these findings highlight the neural structures undergoing training dependent plasticity,

only limited knowledge exists about the mechanisms of reorganization, the relationship to

the trained movements and, especially, how these changes can be viewed with respect to

possible motor control theories. In humans, TMS is a promising technique to study effect

on training non-invasively and painlessly in humans [47]. Studies using this technique have

shown that the cortical representation of muscles change during training [1, 110, 176] but the

examination of a single or a small number of muscles or movements of a single digit may be

of limited value to draw conclusions about the benefit of this reorganization in terms motor

control. In the previous chapter, evidence for a modular organization has been found and its

key characteristics were described. Here we investigated if training related changes can be

identified and are consistent with the ideas of a modular model. Principally, musical training

might lead to a reorganization of the present modules and / or to additional modules.

Here we show for violin players that, in addition to an altered somatotopical representation

in the primary motor cortex, the modules derived from TMS-evoked movements of the right

hemisphere adapt their shape to the trained movement repertoire and that this adaptation

is linearly related to long term practice history. Therefore, our results do not only give an

answer to how the motor cortex reorganizes due to learning but also provides further support

that a modular architecture may underlie the control of finger movements.

3.2.2 Methods

The study was approved by the Ethics committee of the University of Wuerzburg, and

written informed consent was obtained from all participants.

Participants

Finger movements were recorded after transcranial magnetic stimulation from 36 different

sites over the scalp in 17 neurologically healthy right handed violin players (4 males, mean

age 24.4 ± 2.2 years) and 17 controls matched for age (mean age 24.8±3.8 years), sex and

handedness (’non-musicians’). Non-musicians occasionally played an instrument such as key-

board, but none of them did this regularly longer than 1h per day. Especially none of this

group had ever practiced violin or viola playing. Musicians started playing their instrument

at a mean age of 6.8 ± 4.0 years, only 5 of them after the assumed sensitive period in child-

hood for the motor component of musical training [254]. Since for violin playing especially

skilled movements of the left fingers are required [115, 215], emphasis was on the right hemi-

sphere. Musicians were divided into two groups according to their training intensity, one

with low training intensity (’amateur musicians’, N = 8) and the other with high training

intensity (’professional musicians’, N = 9). All professional musicians studied violin playing

to be an orchestral musician or played a leading role in an orchestra. Additionally, musi-

cians were asked if there was a time point where they significantly intensified their training

intensity and if so, how many years this was ago. The average daily practice hours refers to
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the average practice duration since this time. In comparison to amateur players, professional

musicians had a higher average daily practice (3.4 ± 0.8 vs. 0.8 ± 0.5 h per day, p < 0.001),

practiced longer the week (3.7 ± 1.7 h vs. 0.8 ± 0.6 h; p < 0.001) and the day (3.3 ± 2.0 h

vs. 1.1 ± 1.8 h; p = 0.03) before the measurement.

Mapping

TMS mapping was performed as described in Chapter 2.2.2. The stimulation intensity for

recording finger movements was set to 1.3 times RMT. Finger movements were recorded by

a left Wii-Glove (a resolution of 0.2◦ was used) in all 17 musicians and non-musicians after

stimulation of the right hemisphere, and additionally by a right Wii-Glove in 8 musicians

and 9 non-musicians after stimulation of the left hemisphere. Glove signals were sampled at

2 kHz together with electromyographic recordings of the abductor pollicis brevis (APB) and

abductor digiti minimi (ADM) muscle of the appropriate hand. Sensors considered for anal-

ysis were located over the proximal interphalangeal (PIP) and metacarpal-interphalangeal

(MCP) of the index (I), middle (M), ring (R), little (L) finger joints. For the thumb (T),

sensors over the MCP and interphalangeal (IP) joints were considered.

Somatotopical representation of finger movements

To estimate the extent to which a single finger moved at each stimulation site, an activation

map for each finger was calculated (see Chapter 2.2.5). The extent of the somatotopical

representation was quantified as the distance between the thumb CoG and the little finger

CoG.

Modularity analysis

Principal component analysis (PCA) was used to represent the PVs as a small set of principal

components (PCs, modules) that can be linearly combined to reconstruct the original dataset.

The movement action of a module was visualized using a virtual model of the human hand

by adding to and subtracting the module coefficients (scaled by a factor of 40) from the

mean resting position across all subjects. To rule out that the results were influenced by the

statistical assumptions underlying PCA, we additionally analyzed some of the results with

the SMF technique (Chapter 2.2.7). With this method, the number of extracted modules

was set to 4, because PCA revealed ≈4 modules to explain most of the data variance.

Reconstruction of violin exercises

The modular approach to motor control states that complex movements are generated as

(linear) combinations of the modules. Here we considered the modules derived after TMS as

the building blocks (bases) of complex movements and assessed how well they were suited for

reconstruction of movements, typically for violin playing. 8 of the 9 professional musicians

had their instrument with them and played 20 s of two standard musical exercises with the

glove worn on their left hand. The movements were reconstructed by finding the optimal

weighting coefficients C to solve the equation

WC = M,
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where W contains the modules derived from TMS-evoked movements and M the time course

of the active violin exercise. As a measure of similarity between the original violin move-

ments, M, and the reconstructed movements, WC, the two dimensional correlation coeffi-

cient described in Chapter A.6 was used. A correlation coefficient of 1 indicated a perfect

reconstruction of the violin exercises. In addition to the violin exercises, grasping movements

were assessed using the grasping framework described in Chapter 2.3.

Statistical Analysis

Analysis of variance (ANOVA) were used to compare the CoGs of different fingers, the results

of module similarity and the comparison of reconstruction of violin exercises. Two-tailed t-

tests and paired t-tests were used where appropriate. All values are presented as mean ±
S.D. unless indicated otherwise.

3.2.3 Results

Basic physiological parameters

Resting motor threshold (RMT) and the stimulation intensity, were similar (ANOVA, F

= 0.98, p = 0.388) between non-musicians (N = 17, RMT of 39.1±5.5% of the maximum

stimulator output; 50.1±7.1% stimulation intensity), amateur musicians (N = 8, RMT of

42.1±6.7%; 54.8±8.7% stim. int.) and professional musicians (N = 9, RMT of 42.0±7.2%;

54.6±9.4% stim. int.). Except one professional musician, who reported mild headaches after

TMS, there were no reports or observations of any discomfort or adverse effects during and

after TMS. There was no difference in the number and the size of TMS-evoked movements

between groups. Furthermore in all groups approximately the same number of individual

finger movements could be evoked.

Somatotopical representation of finger movements

Previous studies have shown an increased separation of the thumb and little finger in the

somatosensory cortex of the left hemisphere of professional violinists [215]. Here we extend

these findings to the motor cortex. The CoGs of movement representations of individual

fingers in the right hemisphere differed significantly in non-musicians (ANOVA, F = 8.38,

p < 0.0001), amateur musicians (ANOVA, F = 6, p = 0.0009) and professional musicians

(Figure 73).
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Figure 73: The somatotopic separation between the thumb and the little finger was enlarged in

professional violinists.
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The distance between thumb and little finger CoGs, a commonly used marker for the size of

the somatotopic segregation [17, 215] was enlarged in professional musicians (6.6±3.1 mm)

when compared to non-musicians (2.7±3.1 mm, p = 0.006). The segregation of thumb and

little finger in amateur musicians did not differ significantly to the other groups (6.3±6.0

mm). In the left hemisphere, the separation was similar to the right hemisphere but there

were no differences between groups (ANOVA, F = 0.51, p = 0.61). Thus, the results support

previous findings of an asymmetric cortical representation of individual fingers. Here we

could additionally show that this asymmetry is also present in the primary motor cortex.

The functional role of the separation is unclear, but indicates that the left motor cortex

has undergone reorganization due to learning. In the next section we ask if the kinematic

reorganization patterns can be identified using a modular approach.

Number of modules explaining most of the data variance

As hypothesized by the modular model presented in Chapter 1.7, training of motor skills

might lead to the adaptation of existing modules and / or to the build up of new modules.

As shown in Figure 74, the cumulative variance explained by the modules did not differ sig-

nificantly between non-musicians, amateur musicians and professional musicians, suggesting

that the basic modular structure as identified by PCA is only weakly affected by musical

practice.
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Figure 74: The cumulative variance explained by the modules was similar between groups. In pro-

fessional violin players, a single modules explained slightly less variance as compared

to the other groups.

To quantify the number of relevant modules needed to explain most of the data variance,

the first n modules that explained > 90% of the data variance were retrieved. There was

no difference in the number of modules between the groups (ANOVA, F = 0.98, p = 0.39).

For non-musicians 3.5±1.2, for amateur musicians 3.3±0.7 and for professional musicians,

4.0±1.3 modules were needed to account for > 90% of the data variance. We also tried several

Lst. für Messystem– und Sensortechnik – 107 –



3 Application of the measurement system

other methods to extract the number of modules, such as the fractal number of modules

needed to account for > 90% of the variance, the Kaiser criteria [97], cross-validation of

the reconstruction quality, and a scree-test like method similar to the method used by [46].

No method revealed a significant difference in the number of modules. Thus, in terms of a

modular architecture investigated with PCA, violin learning did not lead to an increase in

the number of modules. A second possibility might be that modules reorganize to possibly

simplify the conduction of skill related movements 1.7.

Training related reorganization of existing movement modules

Training of musical skills might lead to a reorganization of existing modules. Using PCA this

would indicate that neurally coded joint correlations change, possibly mimicking joint cor-

relations of the musical skill. This kind of reorganization would indicate that the structure

of the primary motor cortex reorganizes to generate skill related movements more efficiently

and faster in a feed-forward manner. To address this question, 8 of the 9 musicians profes-

sional musicians played two typical training pieces (taken from Flesch: Das Skalensystem

and Kreutzer: 42 Etueden oder Capricen) for 20 s with a metronome paced speed of 1 Hz on

their own violin. These are common violin training exercises, which are normally executed

before concerts and during training lessons. In fact, all musicians knew these pieces and

could play them without any difficulty. The movements of the left hand were recorded with

the sensor glove worn during playing. Figure 75B (green lines) illustrates an example of a

musical exercise played by a musician.

Joint excursion about the resting position before the start of the movements, are visualized

in the time-angle plots. The time course of the joint excursions was reconstructed from TMS-

modules (Figure 75A) by a standard least squares algorithm using the first four modules from

non-musicians, amateur musicians and professional musicians as a basis. This reconstruction

procedure is a generative model how the neural controller could combine modules derived

from TMS-evoked movements to construct complex voluntary behaviors. The quality of

reconstruction of the violin exercises by combinations of the first four modules was expressed

as a correlation coefficient (see Chapter A.6) between the reconstructed data set and the

original movements.

The group correlation coefficient was calculated as the mean across the two musical exer-

cises for all possible combinations of subjects and musical exercises. For example for the

non-musicians, 17 · 8 = 136 different mean correlation coefficients across the two exercises

existed. For musicians, comparisons of the same subjects were not considered in this analysis.

If the first four modules derived from TMS-evoked movements of the left hand were consid-

ered, a significant difference in reconstruction quality between groups existed (ANOVA, F =

6.84, p = 0.0013). There was no difference in reconstruction quality between non-musicians

(correlation coefficient of 0.65±0.09) and amateur musicians (0.64±1.03, p = 0.61). How-

ever, the reconstruction quality of the musical exercises using modules from professional

violin players (0.69±0.07) was significantly higher than in non-musicians (p = 0.0005) and

in amateur musicians (p = 0.0017). Group data is shown in Figure 76A.

The same qualitative results were found if three (ANOVA, F = 6.62, p = 0.0016) modules or

four modules computed with the SMF technique were used for reconstruction (ANOVA, F =

13.38, p < 0.0001). Thus, if the number of modules is kept constant for analysis, training of

musical skills leads to an adaption of the modular structure to the kinematic demands of the
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Figure 75: The time course of the recorded violin exercises was reconstructed by finding the

best linear combinations of the first four modules from violinists and non-musicians.

Examples from one violinists and one non-musician are shown.

motor skill. If the violin exercises were reconstructed using the first four modules obtained

from TMS of the left hemisphere (i.e. movements of the right hand, 9 healthy subjects and 8

musicians, 4 professional musicians) a similar pattern resulted (ANOVA, F = 3.06, p = 0.05,

see Figure 76B). The reconstruction quality was higher in professional musicians (0.70±0.06)

compared to amateur musicians (0.65±0.09, p = 0.02) and non-musicians (0.66±0.08, p =

0.02) indicating that also the left hemisphere, which is not as heavily engaged in violin

playing as the right hemisphere, had adapted its structure to the kinematics of the skill

trained with the left hand. However, this happened to a lesser degree because the differences

were not evident if 3 modules were considered. This result suggests that some transfer

between the hemispheres has taken place, consistent with the finding that the ipsilateral

hemisphere influences finger movement control [11] and motor learning [67]. A hypothesis

that emerges is that violin players may be able to play their instrument with the other hand.

Specific reorganization of the most important modules beyond biomechanics

The influence of biomechanics was quantified by comparing the reconstruction quality of

violin exercises from the corresponding professional with the mean reconstruction qualities

of violin exercise from the other musicians. The reconstruction quality was slightly higher in

individual comparisons (0.72±0.10) than in comparisons between subjects (0.69±0.05) but

not statistically different (p = 0.33, two-tailed paired t-test). Thus, the influence of individual
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Figure 76: (A) Generally, the reconstruction quality was best using modules from professional

violinists. Reconstruction quality with modules from amateur musicians was similar

to non-musicians. (B) Using modules obtained from TMS-evoked movements of the

right hand, similar results could be identified.

biomechanics with regard to the reconstruction quality of violin movements appears to be

low. Taken together with the fact that there were no differences in the biometric measures

of hand size between the groups, it is unlikely that the results may be an artifact of greater

similarity of the peripheral motor apparatus in professional musicians.

Similarly, to rule out that the reconstruction quality did not increase because an unspecific

reshaping of the modules, the reconstruction procedure was repeated with shuffled datasets.

For each musician, the posture vectors were shuffled between trials but without shuffling

between the joints. This ensured that the variance of each joint (and thus the entire variance)

did not change. The first four modules from the shuffled datasets were used to reconstruct

the violin exercise movements. The reconstruction performance in the shuffled datasets

was significantly (p << 0.001) worse compared to the reconstruction with modules from

the original dataset, indicating that an unspecific reshaping does not lead to a superior

reconstruction quality of a trained motor skill (Figure 77A). Furthermore no significant

differences between the three groups in terms of the reconstruction quality existed (ANOVA,

F = 2.81, p = 0.06).

We additionally investigated if the training related reorganization was evident in the higher

order modules. The reconstruction of violin exercises was repeated using the last four (which

accounted for < 10% of the data variance) instead of the first four modules. Again the re-

construction was worse in all three groups (non-musicians: 0.61±0.08, p < 0.001, amateur

musicians: 0.60±0.10, p = 0.01, professional musicians: 0.59±0.11, p < 0.001) compared to

the reconstruction using the first four modules. However, more importantly, there was no dif-

ference in reconstruction quality between non-musicians, amateur musicians and professional

musicians (ANOVA, F = 1.71, p = 0.1828) indicating that training related reorganization is

only expressed in a small number of modules explaining most of the data variance (Figure

77B). Similar results were found if the last three modules were used (ANOVA, F = 0.03, p

= 0.97). Thus, musical skills are reflected mainly in the first modules explaining most of the
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Figure 77: (A) Training related effects were absent if modules calculated from shuffled datasets

were used or (B) the last 4 modules explaining < 10 % of the data variance were used

for reconstruction.

data variance as identified by PCA.

Relevance of the reorganization for grasping movements

We further asked how the skill dependent reorganization of the right hemisphere is related to

voluntary grasping movements of the left hand. Grasping movements of professional violin

players to 51 different virtual objects were reconstructed using the first four modules (Figure

78). There was no difference in the reconstruction quality between groups (ANOVA, F =

0.01, p = 0.993).
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Figure 78: No differences with respect to the reconstruction quality of grasping movements ex-

isted.

Additionally, the reconstruction quality was significantly higher (0.82±0.08 for all groups,
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p << 0.001) compared to the reconstruction of the violin exercises indicating that grasp-

ing movements are different from violin movements and a smaller number of modules are

necessary to obtain the same reconstruction quality as with the violin exercises.

Dependence of the reorganization on previous training history

Finally we asked how the mean reconstruction quality for each professional musician across

violin exercises depends on the previous history of practice (only the left hand was consid-

ered). Since none of the violin players had practiced on the day of the measurement, short

term plasticity effects are not likely to be involved. Rather the reorganization might be

long-lasting and might depend on the daily training duration. This, however, was not the

case. There was no correlation to the practice duration on the day before the measurement,

no correlation between the average practice duration on the week before the measurement

and also no correlation if the overall average daily practice duration was considered (Figure

79).
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Figure 79: Reconstruction quality in profession violinists depended on the years of intensive prac-

tice and the accumulated practice duration.

However, if the number of elapsed years of intensive practicing (3.4±0.8 h per day) was

considered (8.8±4.8 years ago), there was a strong correlation to the mean reconstruction

quality (r = 0.92, p = 0.0004). Similarly, the accumulated practice duration (calculated as

the product of the elapsed years at which each musician started professional playing and

the average practice duration per day) strongly correlated with the reconstruction quality

(r = 0.78, p = 0.0123). The results suggest that the reorganization of the primary motor

cortex for these skilled movements depend on the long term history of intensive practice and

consequently on the accumulated amount of practice. The recent training history of the day

and week before does not significantly influence the organization of the motor cortex.

3.2.4 Discussion

We investigated how long term learning of musical skills affects the modular organization

of TMS-evoked finger movements. First we found that the somatotopical separation be-

tween thumb and little finger is asymmetrically enlarged in the right hemisphere. Second,
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the structure of TMS-modules explaining most data variance adapted to the typical violin

movements. Grasping movements were not affected indicating that these are different to

violin movements. Unspecific reshaping of the modules does not account for the greater

reconstruction quality. Training related adaptation is not reflected in higher order modules

describing only a small fraction of variance. Finally, the adaptation of the TMS-modules to

the trained movement repertoire as a marker of plasticity significantly correlated with the

accumulated practice over the years and not with the recent training history.

Naturalistic activation

Critical for the reliability of our findings is that TMS activates the motor system naturally.

In support for this pre-requisite we found that the somatotopical separation closely resem-

bles findings obtained during active finger movements using functional resonance imaging

[17, 100, 130]. Furthermore, the asymmetric enlarged somatotopical separation in the right

hemisphere of the motor cortex is in accordance with the same asymmetry in the somatosen-

sory cortex [215, 69] and consistent with functional alterations of grey matter thickness and

different anatomical alterations of the sulcus length in the right hemisphere of violin players

[13]. The increased separation between thumb and little finger did not correlate signifi-

cantly with any training related parameter. However, we found a reduced somatotopical

separation in multiple sclerosis patients with poor hand function using the same experimen-

tal paradigm. Thus, the somatotopical separation appears to represent a rather unspecific

measure for adaptive and maladaptive plasticity.

Training related changes in a modular architecture

We further asked how this asymmetric reorganization is related to the pattern of TMS-evoked

finger movements and, if so, how it is related to the trained movement repertoire. Within

the modular approach, finger joints are not considered to be controlled individually, but by

the combination of synergistic movement patterns, or modules. Training of violin did not

result in additional modules which would be equivalent to an increased degrees of freedom

that allow more individual control of finger joints. In contrast, the existing modules adapted

to the trained movement kinematics. Since modules extracted with PCA reflect multi-

joint correlations, our results indicate that simultaneous moving joints (or simultaneous co-

contracting muscles) in the behavior come to be represented together in the cortex to build up

a neurophysiological correlate of a motor skill. Similar conclusions were drawn in studies of

muscle excitability in humans [1, 110] and monkeys [172, 3]. However, the results obtained

here represent a significant departure from these earlier studies. First, we performed the

experiments in humans in conjunction with real life motor learning and not with learning

in experimental conditions. Second, because of the quantitative data recording of finger

kinematics, the results could be statistically analyzed and compared to the trained motor

skill. Doing so, we found differences between the left and right hand, between grasping and

typical trained movements and could relate these results to the amount of training. Third,

our approach does not only highlight neurophysiological changes due to motor learning but

also gives new insights into the control architecture of the CNS.
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Implications for motor control

In terms of a single optimal control process the control signals for movement execution are

generated dynamically and flexibly. Within this framework muscle and kinematic modules

observed during voluntary movements may be a consequence of the optimal control process

[239]. Here we provide evidence that the existence of modules have a neurophysiological cor-

relate, related to the acquired motor skills and therefore may not be the only consequence

of the control process, at least for finger movements. The finding that these training related

effects are represented in modules favors the control of the hand as a unit [197, 151] and not

in terms of single joints, fingers [117] or muscles [248]. Importantly, the adaptation of the

modules is compatible with the concept of generalization, which distinguishes motor skills

from elementary motor memories [181]. Generalization represents the ability to apply what

has been learned from limited experience to new situations: although none of the violin-

ists had extensively trained the exact movements required to play the compositions, their

modules allowed a better reconstruction than these of non-musicians. The re-organization of

the modules, which may be viewed similar to the problem of fitting a multivariate function

to a certain number of measurement data, possibly reduces the computations necessary to

execute movements associated with the motor skill (see Chapter 1.7). A consequence may

be that the required movements can be executed faster, and more automatically freeing up

cortical resources for other processes [213].

Skilled violin playing movements do not appear to have strong correlates in normal mo-

tor behavior and the maintenance of motor skills usually affords continuous and extended

training. One reason for this may be to encounter genetic and other processes [4, 92] which

continuously [175] re-adapt the organization back to a representation sufficient to account

for evolutionary developed movements, such as grasping. We also found evidence for transfer

of the re-organization to the left hemisphere, which suggest that the training of one hand

may have consequences for the control of the other hand and may explain the sometimes

reported transference of musicians’ Dystonia from one hand to the other [256].

Our results are relevant for the motor learning in terms of adaptation of the CNS as a

marker for plasticity and its relation to the training intensity. Since none of the musicians

practiced on the day of the measurement, the re-organization is likely a sort of long term

plasticity [118, 3]. Indeed, results on training piano exercises suggest that the effects of

one-week training have a correlate of several days in the motor cortex [1]. We found that the

degree of adaptation of the modules depends on the accumulated long term training history,

especially on the elapsed years where musicians started to practice intensively. Short term

practice duration the day before the measurement and the week before did not significantly

influence the adaptation. Thus, the elapsed years of intensively practicing an instrument is

a predictor for the adaptation of the motor cortex to the kinematics of the motor skill. Our

concept might be highly relevant for all forms of learning and may have a direct practical

application to objectively assess the success of a motor training embedded in a theoretically

and practically well founded control architecture. With this approach, rehabilitative settings

and procedures may be optimized to distinguish between different methods and parameters.

Conclusions

Using TMS we found a neurophysiological correlate of violin playing in professional musi-

cians. Adaptation of the cortical organization due to behaviorally co-contraction has been

– 114 – .



3.2 How skills shape the modular organization in musicians

proposed earlier [172]. Here we provide quantitative evidence in humans that these sugges-

tions may be correct. In terms of joint correlations, the kinematics of the trained movements

are neuronally coded in the motor cortex possibly to allow faster and more automated ex-

ecution of trained movements freeing cortical resources to other processes [213]. Further,

we were able to link this representation to the amount of practice in professional musicians.

Based on these results, the question arises whether the structure of modules may also be

malleable in the short-term. This issue was addressed in the third study.
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3.3 Short term training affects the modular architecture

Based on the results of the study how musical skills affects the modular organization, this

study addressed if and how the modules adapt to repetitively conducted movements.
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Measurement framework

Extensive training involving repetition of movements and actions is required to acquire many

motor skills. Cortico-muscular motor synergies may be viewed as storage devices for such

motor skills. Repetition of stereotyped elementary movements triggers temporary represen-

tational changes in the motor cortex, a kind of motor memory, which specifically reflect

kinematic details of the trained movement. It remains unknown how repetitive movements

relate to motor skill acquisition. Here we show that repetition of complex movements specif-

ically shapes movement modules. These findings establish a link between repetition-induced

formation of short-term motor memory and skill learning. Subjects trained on a highly

constrained combined index-finger and thumb flexion movement. Finger movements were

evoked at rest by transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) delivered over the primary mo-

tor cortex. Voluntary training movements, simple grasping movements, and TMS-evoked

finger movements were recorded by an instrumented glove. The training target movement

was reconstructed from principal components (PCs), derived from TMS-evoked finger move-

ments. The training effect was quantified by comparing the quality of reconstruction from

PCs obtained before and after the training. Following the training, reconstruction fidelity of

the training target movement increased, while reconstruction fidelity of elementary grasping

movements remained constant. Reconstruction quality correlated linearly with overall train-

ing performance, but not with the performance gain recorded at the end of training. These

findings suggest that the cortico-spinal system builds specific memory traces of recently

practiced movements of considerable complexity.

3.3.1 Background

The acquisition of new motor skills requires frequent repetition which leads to performance

improvements. It has been suggested that short lasting traces of recently practiced move-

ments in the primary motor cortex may represent one of the steps preliminary to the acquisi-
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tion of a motor skill [131, 67]. Especially the repetition of stereotyped elementary movements

triggers representational changes which specifically reflect kinematic details of the trained

movements [47]. These changes require the repetition of active movements [122], depend on

neuromodulating transmitters [40, 201, 199, 200, 154, 81], become already manifest during

motor observation [231, 43], or can be enhanced by concurrent observation of one other’s

movements [230], are less pronounced in older adults [81, 201] and proximal upper limbs

[133], influence the ipsilateral hemisphere [67] and may be accomplished by the formation of

an efficient network in the primary motor cortex that is specific for the trained movement

direction [161]. Despite this wealth of information on plasticity it remains unknown whether

kinematic specificity of plasticity is retained also with complex movements and how this

plasticity is related to motor skill acquisition. Furthermore many influencing factors are well

established but it is not known how the reorganization depends on factors directly related

to the training, such as behavioral performance gains or on the spatio-temporal consistency

of movement repetition. Understanding the neurophysiological underpinnings of movement

repetition may also be important for optimizing rehabilitation strategies [38]. Here, the

measurement framework is used to identify the determinants of plasticity after repetition of

complex finger movements and to embed the findings in the modular model introduced in

Chapter 1.7. Assuming that finger movements are generated by the combinations of mod-

ules, we show that the modules adapt their shape to the intended target training movement,

a similar effect that occurs after years of skill acquisition. Additionally, we provide evi-

dence that the quality of the training, i.e. the spatio-temporal consistency of the trained

movement, is a crucial factor for building up specific memory traces of recently practiced

movements of considerable complexity.

3.3.2 Methods

The study was approved by the local ethics committee and written informed consent was

obtained from every participant. None of the participants had neurological, psychiatric, or

other medical problems or any contraindication to TMS. Twenty one healthy volunteers (9

females, mean age 27.3 ± 6.0 years) participated in this study.

Experimental procedures

A Wii-glove for the right hand was used to record finger movements after transcranial

magnetic stimulation (TMS). The subject’s right arm was fixed in a cast in a semipronated

position with the hand approximately 40 cm in front of the chest. The optimal position of

the magnetic coil for eliciting motor evoked potential (MEPs) in the resting APB muscle was

assessed at a moderately suprathreshold stimulation intensity. At this site, termed hotspot,

the resting motor threshold (RMT) was determined as the lowest stimulation intensity needed

to produce a MEP greater than 50 µV in at least 5 out of 10 trials. The glove was put on

and the TMS coil was positioned over the hostpot to apply 120 stimuli applied at a rate

of 0.2 ( ± 10%) Hz (Figure 80). After the baseline measurement, the subjects performed

grasping movements to 51 imagined objects seen on a computer screen in front of them.

Then, information on the subject was entered into the database of the training system and a

new training session was created. For each subject an individual training target movement

was recorded consisting of a synergistic flexion of the thumb and index finger. Figure 81

shows example movements from three subjects. Afterwards the training was started. The
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Figure 80: Experimental procedure. 120 TMS-evoked finger movements were recorded from one

stimulation site. Additionally, subjects performed grasping movements to 51 different

objects. The training consisted of 6 blocks, each lasting 5 min. The target movement

was a synergistic flexion of the thumb and index finger, recorded individually for each

subject. After the training, finger movement recording after TMS and grasping was

repeated.

Subj. #1 Subj. #2 Subj. #3

Start position

Figure 81: The target movement consisted of synergistic flexion movements of the index finger

and the thumb. After the movement, subject returned to the start position. Examples

from three subjects are shown.

training session was divided in 6 training blocks each separated with a pause of 1 min. A

block consisted of 120 trials repeated every 2 s. In each trial, the target movement was

presented to the subject by a virtual teacher [101]. Subjects also saw their own movements

in real time in the computer screen and could therefore adapt their movements to the virtual

teacher. Every 10 trials, the visualization changed between the HandColorInterpolator, the

Two-Hand-View and the Two-Dim-Mapping view. After every 10 trials a performance bar

indicated the mean performance (correlation coefficient) over the last 10 trials. The subjects

were instructed to imitate the target movement of the virtual teacher as exactly as possible.

After the last block, TMS was applied again to elicit 120 finger movements, recorded by the

sensor glove. Finally, the grasping procedure was repeated (Figure 80).
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Figure 82: Every 10 trials the visualization changed between the HandColorInterpolator, the

Two-Hand-View and the Two-Dim-Mapping view. After every 10 trials a performance

bar indicated the mean performance (correlation coefficient) over the last 10 trials.

Statistical Analysis

Two-tailed t-tests and paired t-tests were used where appropriate. All values are presented

as mean ± S.D. unless indicated otherwise.

Reconstruction of the target movements

The modular approach to motor control is that complex movements are generated as (linear)

combinations of the modules. Here we considered the modules derived by PCA after TMS

as the building blocks of complex movements and assess how well they were suited for

reconstruction of the target movement before and after training. The target movements

were reconstructed by finding the optimal weighting coefficients C to solve the equation

WC = M,

where W contains the modules derived from TMS-evoked movements (without any volun-

tary movement) and M the time course of the active conducted target movements. The

target movements were reconstructed with modules from the corresponding subject. As a

measure of similarity between the original target movements M and the reconstructed target

movements WC the two dimensional correlation coefficient introduced in Chapter A.6 was

used. A correlation coefficient of 1 indicated a perfect reconstruction of the violin exercises.

3.3.3 Results

None of the participants reported any discomfort or adverse effects during and after TMS.

The resting motor threshold was 39.7 ± 5.9% of the maximum stimulator output and the

mean stimulation intensity used for TMS was 51.6 ± 7.6%.

Evaluation of training visualization

The first aim was to identify (for further studies), which training visualization is best suited

to imitate the target movement and how the visualizations are related to subjective feelings

of the subjects. The similarity of each trial to the individual recorded target movement

was quantified as a correlation coefficient of two matrices. The mean correlation coefficients

across blocks are visualized in Figure 83A. Subjects significantly increased their performance

during the training from 0.52 ± 0.14 in the 1st block to 0.70 ± 0.10 in the 6th block (p

<< 0.001), indicating that the task to imitate the virtual teacher spatially and temporally
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Figure 83: Similarity between the target movement and the conducted movements steadily in-

creased during training. (A) Mean correlation coefficients for each blocks across vi-

sualizations are shown. (B) Mean correlation coefficients for each block and for each

visualization. Performance increased for all visualizations. Green bars: Color Inter-

polator; red bars: Two hand; blue bars: Two Dim Mapping

congruent was learned during the training. To analyze the task performance for each visu-

alization technique, the mean correlation coefficient for the same visualization (40 trials per

block) was calculated for each block. The correlation coefficient did not differ significantly

between the three visualization techniques in the first (ANOVA, F = 3.06, p = 0.054) and

in the last block (ANOVA, F = 0.76, p = 0.47). However, the performance with the Color

Interpolator visualization tended to be somewhat superior to the other two visualization

techniques (Figure 83B). With all three visualizations, the performance was better in the

6th block when compared to the 1st block (p < 0.001).

In addition to objective performance analysis, the subjects were asked to judge the visual-

ization techniques with 1 coding the best and 3 the worst. This subjective rating was done

to investigate if a training method is rated bad or good in dependence of the performance,

or if a method is generally not preferred.
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Figure 84: (A) Subjective ratings of visualization methods by the subjects. There was no pref-

erence for a certain visualization technique in general. (B) Rather, the visualization

method, in which a good performance was achieved was rated best.

No differences in the rank order between visualization techniques existed, suggesting that

the visualization technique is preferred with which a good training performance is achieved

(Figure 84A). This was quantified by assigning of the normalized mean training performance

for each subject to the ratings. A significant performance difference between the ratings

existed (ANOVA, F = 6.26, p = 0.0024). The performance in the best rated visualization
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was significantly larger than the performance in the worst rated visualization (p = 0.003) and

the performance in the second best rated visualization differed significantly from the worst

rated visualization (p = 0.013, see (Figure 84B). These results indicate, that no visualization

is a priori good or bad. It depends on the subjects and how they perform in a certain

visualization technique.

Adaptation of the cortical organization to the target movement

We have shown that modular description can describe disease related reorganization and long

term reorganization due to intensive musical skill learning. Here we investigated, if and how

repetition of short duration of simple movements leads to a re-organization of the modular

organization. Further we evaluate how this is related to training performance. Short term

training might affect the number of modules or the shape of the modules.

Since only one scalp site was stimulated the number of modules was somewhat smaller than

in our previous mapping studies where 30-36 points were stimulated. However, there was no

difference between pre and post training. Before training, 2.8 ± 0.9 modules were needed to

explain > 90 % of the data variance, after training 2.7 ± 0.7 (p = 0.79). Several methods did

not result in a different number of modules. In musicians we could show that the organization

of the motor cortex adapts to the trained movement skill and that this reorganization is

related to long term practice. Here we investigated if movement repetition leads to a short

term memory of a similar nature. For each subject, the target training movement was

reconstructed by finding the best fitting coefficients to minimize the reconstruction error.

A correlation between the reconstructed target movement (by the modules) and the target

movement served as a measure of how the primary motor cortex has adapted to the kinematic

profile of the target movement.

TMS
Pre Post

0.5

0.55

0.6

0.65

0.7

0.75

0.8
*

C
or

re
la

tio
n 

co
ef

fic
ie

nt

Figure 85: Reconstruction quality (as index by a correlation coefficient) of the target movement

by modules derived from TMS-evoked movements increased after training.

Using 4 PCs, the reconstruction quality of the target movement before training was 0.65 ±
0.20. After training, the target movement could be reconstructed significantly (p = 0.015,

paired t-test) better from the modules derived from TMS-evoked movements (0.74 ± 0.18),

indicating that the structure of the primary motor cortex has adapted to the spatial structure

of the trained target movement (Figure 85). There were no differences in reconstruction

quality of grasping movements (p = 0.12).
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Determinants of training-dependent plasticity

In previous studies examining the kinematic changes after repetitive execution of simple

movements could not identify determinants of training dependent plasticity with regard to

the trained movements. Using this training system, a target movement could be defined and

training related parameters such as the performance or the increase of performance during the

training could be assessed quantitatively. Here we examined how two relevant parameters

affected the amount of adaptation of the primary motor cortex to the target movement.

The amount of adaptation was defined as the difference between the reconstruction quality

of the target movement (by TMS modules) before and after training (rec post - rec pre).

Thus, a higher positive value indicated a higher amount of adaptation. First, it may be

that the performance gain, i.e. the increase of the similarity of the conducted movement to

the target movement in the last block compared to the first training block, determines the

amount of adaptation. However this measure did not correlate significantly with the amount

of adaptation (r = -0.05, p = 0.85), suggesting that for motor repetition, the increase of

performance gain is not a crucial factor triggering the amount of plasticity in the primary

motor cortex.
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Figure 86: (A) There was no relationship between the increase in reconstruction quality and the

performance gain. (B) A significant correlation between the increase in reconstruction

quality and mean performance across blocks existed.

Second, not the increase of performance, but the mean absolute performance during the

training, i.e. the quality of reproducing the target movement might trigger cortical plasticity

to adapt to this movement. As a measure of performance, the mean performance across all

six blocks was calculated. In contrast to the performance gain, the mean performance during

the training significantly correlated with the amount of adaptation (r = 0.62, p = 0.003).

Similarly, if only the performance of the last block was considered, a comparable correlation

resulted (r = 0.56, p = 0.008).

3.3.4 Discussion

We showed that subjects were able to train complex synergistic thumb-index flexion move-

ments with the help of the training system. The reconstruction quality of the target move-

ment from modules derived from TMS after the training was significantly enhanced compared

to the reconstruction quality from modules obtained before the training. The increase of

reconstruction quality was correlated to the training performance.

The training system allowed a visualization of the target movement and the presentation

of performance feedback during the training, increasing the motivation and driving plas-
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ticity mechanisms [213]. Furthermore, for the first time a performance measure of the

spatio-temporal characteristics of the finger movements to be trained could be calculated

and compared to the actual conducted movements. The finding that all subjects enhanced

their ability to imitate the spatio-temporal characteristics of the target movement at the

training with all visualization methods indicates, that a motivation was high and a sort of

learning has occurred. Visualizations were not rated as good or bad a priori but rather

depended on the individual performance. Since the rating of the HandColor interpolator

visualization was slightly better than the others, and also positively influences plasticity by

activating the mirror neuron system [231, 188], this method might be the preferred choice in

future experiments. Further developments of the training system could include optimizing

the visualization techniques and the testing of alternative techniques to present the target

movement, for example using auditory feedback.

What is stored in the motor cortex?

The increase of the reconstruction quality of the target movement with TMS-derived mod-

ules after training indicates an adaptation of the cortical structure to spatial characteristics

of the target movement. Our findings are consistent with earlier studies showing that the

direction of TMS induced thumb and index finger movements change according to the train-

ing direction. However, the results obtained here represent a significant departure from

the analysis of simple movements. With the repetition of simple movements [47] and us-

ing intracortical recordings [88] it was suggested that the movement direction is neuronally

coded. The present results suggest, that it is not the movement direction per se but repeated

muscle activation patterns. This notion is not a contradiction but a generalization of the

storage of movement direction: If a movement in a certain direction is trained, the muscle

patterns used during training are strengthened and the resulting TMS-evoked movement is

a necessary consequence of this. In contrast, the movement direction coding hypothesis can-

not explain cortical reorganization, which might occur if not a certain movement direction

is trained but co-movements of different fingers. In summary, our results provide the first

quantitative evidence in humans that lower movement parameters in terms of muscle co-

contractions resulting in finger joint couplings are the building blocks of movement induced

plasticity. The reconstruction of grasping movements was not affected by the training. This

finding can be interpreted 1.) that the reorganization that occurs during movement repe-

tition is constrained by maintaining phylogenetically older behaviors and 2.) that grasping

movements, which are believed to consist of only two fundamentally movement pattern [167],

can be executed by different organizational structures of the primary motor cortex.

A link to motor skill learning

Little is known up to date how movement induced short term plasticity is related to motor

skill learning and long term plasticity. In professional violin players we have found an

enhancement of the reconstruction quality of typical violin associated movements restored

from TMS-derived modules. The reconstruction quality did not correlate with recent training

history of the day before the measurement or the average training duration in the week

before the measurement. Rather, there was a highly significant relationship between the

reconstruction quality and the accumulated practice over years. Interestingly the nature of

this plasticity was similar to the results obtained in the current study: an adaptation of the
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organization of the primary motor cortex to the kinematics of the trained movement. Thus,

short term plasticity might be related to the acquisition of a motor skill in the sense that a

correlate of a trained movement is directly and temporarily stored in the motor cortex. If a

motor skill, consisting of not only one movement, but a whole repertoire of movements [213] is

trained, the short term memory traces might be reinforced and optimized for the motor skill

to become robust and persist permanently, as seen in professional musicians. Furthermore

the fact that these training related effects can be efficiently and plausibly described by the

adaptation of principal components, provides further evidence for a modular organization of

finger movements.

The results are not only important for the understanding of motor learning and motor

control in general. They also have consequences for motor learning in real life. If we learn

a musical instrument, the adaptation of the motor cortex to the skill might be best if we

try to repetitively repeat the typical required movement. Doing so, the goodness of the

spatio-temporal repetition profile, i.e. the consistency of the repetitive execution of the

movement to be learned (and the amount of repetition) is crucial for its storage in the CNS.

Finally, the finding that the adaptation of the reconstruction quality of the target movement

correlated with the mean performance and not with the performance gain indicates that

functional improvements might not be the crucial factor driving the storage of new motor

skills. Rather functional improvements, or the minimization of variability, might be a first

step to modulate cortical plasticity. This notion is equivalent to the 1st step of the Bernstein

theory of skill acquisition [170, 20]. In the last study, the effect of random muscle activity

on TMS-evoked movements and the modular organization is investigated.
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3.4 Modular properties are determined by neuronal organization

The simulation system was used to investigate to which degree TMS-evoked movements

are constrained by biomechanical couplings. Furthermore, it was assessed to which degree

voluntary grasping movements can be reconstructed from kinematic modules computed from

joint excursions after random muscle activity compared to physiologically obtained modules.

Magnetic stimulation
Framework

Grasp Assessment
Framework

Training
Framework

Sensor Glove
System

Simulation
Framework

Description of the modular 
organisation

Training related changes 
in the modular 
organisation

Simulation of modularity in 
dependence of muscle 

activity

Differences in the modular 
organisation in 

professional musicians

Measurement framework

3.4.1 Background

The aim of the simulation is to understand the results of modular properties of TMS-evoked

finger movements. Since the link between muscle activity and finger movements cannot

be addressed by solely recording finger movements and the recording of a large set finger

muscles is methodologically complex, this relationship was investigated using the dynamic

hand model introduced in Chapter 2.2.4. Specifically it was evaluated, which properties

kinematic modules would exhibit after random excitation of muscles and how these modules

are related to modules derived from TMS-evoked movements.

3.4.2 Methods

Finger movement simulation

A Matlab control script was implemented, which iteratively simulated the resulting move-

ments from different muscle activation profiles. After a simulation run had stopped, the

posture vector of the simulated joint excursions was extracted and stored in a similar data

structure as TMS-evoked movements (Figure 87). The simulation conditions were chosen to

approximately match the conditions from the TMS stimulation. The simulation duration

was set to 800 ms. After 200 ms without an action (baseline), an abrupt muscle contraction

(100 ms) of one or several muscles was simulated. The simulation stopped 500 ms after

the end of the muscle contraction (Figure 87). During this period, the fingers returned to

baseline because of the equilibrium mechanism implemented in the model. The magnitude
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Figure 87: Simulation setup. A control script generates random muscle activation pattern and

feeds them into the simulation model. From the simulated movement, a posture vector

is extracted and stored in data-structs. To simulate different hand anatomies, the

muscle connection coefficients were changed for different datasets.

of the muscle forces was chosen to result in movements of approximately the same size as

in the TMS experiments. Fifteen datasets consisting of a random number (normally dis-

tributed) of simulated movements (and resulting posture vectors) were created. To account

for the fact that human finger and hand anatomy individually varies, the muscle connection

parameters (i.e. the muscle force - joint torque relationships) were modified by adding or

subtracting a random, normally distributed constant to the constant weighting coefficients

(Figure 87 red rectangle) for each dataset. Note that this modification did not change the

connection pattern of the muscles but only the amount of force transferred to the joints.

The generation of a dataset consisting of 150 posture vectors (i.e. 150 simulation runs) took

about 15 minutes. The random muscle force pattern for a simulation run was generated from

a right sided Gaussian distribution with zero mean and a standard deviation of one (Figure

88A and B).

Recording of TMS-evoked finger movements

To compare simulated datasets with experimentally obtained data, TMS mapping was per-

formed as described in Chapter 2.2.2 in 15 healthy, right handed subjects. Eight of the 15

subjects also performed grasping movements to 51 different objects as described in Chapter

2.3.

Statistical Analysis

Analysis of variance (ANOVA), paired t-tests and Pearson’s correlation coefficient were used

where appropriate. All values are presented as mean±S.D. unless indicated otherwise

3.4.3 Results

The dynamic simulation model approximately matched the human hand and the number and

location of the sensors mounted on the sensor glove. Thus, the simulated data sets could

be analyzed exactly the same way as the datasets obtained after TMS. Since TMS-evoked

movements and simulated movements were small (≈1-2◦), it was assumed that several char-
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acteristics not considered in the hand model (such as muscle dynamics or tissue couplings)

did not significantly influence the types of movements recorded here. Furthermore, the hu-

man hand has much more and sophisticated tendon, muscle (compartments), and dynamic

interactions [211], perhaps allowing a more complex joint innervation scheme as described

here. Thus, the results may represent a lower bound scenario as obtained with more detailed

hand models.

Basic movement parameters

Fifteen datasets were created. Figure 88 shows an exemplary muscle activation profile, which

was iteratively fed into the dynamic hand model. For simulation of finger movements af-

ter random muscle activation (Figure 88: 70 simulations), each muscle was activated with

Gaussian normal distributed values (Figure 88B). The resulting temporal pattern of finger

movements after simulation (Figure 88C) and TMS (Figure 88D) were similar both in mag-

nitude and duration. From the time point of maximum amplitude (dotted lines), the posture

vectors (see Chapter 2.2.4) were extracted. Three resulting hand posture vectors from each
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Figure 88: (A) Activity patterns of the 24 muscles for generation of a dataset consisting of 70

simulated movements. (B) Random values for each muscle were chosen from a Gaus-

sian normal distribution. (C) Example joint excursions of one simulated movement.

The temporal and spatial profile of simulated movements was similar to TMS-evoked

movements (D).

group are shown in Figure 89. For better visualization, the posture vectors were scaled by a

factor of 40 and added to a resting position that approximately matched the position of the

hand during assessment of finger movements with TMS. Generally, there was no difference
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Figure 89: Examples of posture vectors obtained from simulated (A) and TMS-evoked (B) move-

ments.

(p = 0.29) in magnitude of the evoked movements (random muscle: 2.31 ± 3.55◦, TMS:

2.29 ± 2.46◦), no difference (p = 0.12) in the number of movements (random muscle: 183.27

± 77.09, TMS: 222.67 ± 54.57) and no difference in the movement duration (see Figure

88C and D). As a next step, the modular properties inherent in the posture vectors were

analyzed.

Module similarity between group members

Principal component analysis was used to extract kinematic modules from the PVs obtained

from simulated datasets and TMS-evoked movements (Figure 90A). As a measure of intra-

group variability, the shared subspace dimensionality (ssd), using the first 4 modules was

computed. With respect to this measure there was no difference (p = 0.19) between simulated

(1.86 ± 0.63) and physiologically (1.97 ± 0.64) obtained datasets (Figure 90B). Furthermore,

the allocation consistency of most similar module pairs between data sets of each group

(Figure 90C and D, respectively) was comparable. These two measures indicate, that the

coefficient variation in the simulated datasets mimicked intra-subject variations of modules

derived from finger movements evoked by TMS and validate the assumptions taken during

the modeling process of the hand.

Variance explained by the modules

Since the groups were not different in structural variability of their datasets, it was assumed

that they were comparable and mainly differ in the mode of muscle excitation. As a measure
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Figure 90: Intra-group similarity of modules. (A) Visualization of the first (PC1) and second

(PC2) module. (B) The shared subspace dimensionality did not differ between groups.

(C and D) The rank order assignments of best matching module pairs were similar

between groups. These results indicate that the variation parameters of the simulated

datasets matched anatomical variations between subjects.

of how random muscle activation contributed to the relative variance explained by the mod-

ules, the eigenvalues of each module were summed and plotted against their number. For the

individual and random muscle activation datasets, less variance was explained by the first

modules, resulting in a less steep curve compared to TMS-evoked movements (Figure 91A).

As illustrated in Figure 91B, the number of modules necessary to explain > 90% of the data
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Figure 91: (A) Visualization of the cumulative variance explained by the modules. For modules

derived from simulated datasets, the curve was less steep, indicating that most of the

variance is shared among a larger number of modules. (B) The number of relevant

modules was quantified by the 90 % method. A significantly larger number of modules

were needed to account for > 90 % of the variance in simulated datasets than in TMS

datasets.

variance differed significantly (p = 0.009) between simulated random muscle activation (4.73

± 0.80) datasets and TMS-evoked movements (3.66 ± 1.23). The variance explained by the

first modules derived from simulation tended to be less as compared to experimental data.

These results suggest, that TMS-evoked finger movements contain constraints imposed by
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the cortical system and not only by biomechanics [137] (see Chapter 1.4). Furthermore we

asked if the structure of the most important modules differ in their capacity to reconstruct

voluntary movements.

Relationship to grasping movements

It was investigated how the modules were suited to reconstruct voluntary grasping move-

ments. Eight of the 15 healthy subjects performed grasping movements to 51 different

objects. The first 4 modules from each dataset were used for reconstruction of grasping

movements. Figure 92 shows that the reconstruction quality of grasping movements was sig-
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Figure 92: Reconstruction of grasping movements was significantly worse with the first 4 modules

from simulated datasets as compared to TMS-modules.

nificantly lower (p << 0.001) using modules from the random muscle activation simulation

(r = 0.73 ± 0.07) as compared to modules from TMS-evoked movements (r = 0.83 ± 0.06).

Thus, despite similar modular properties across datasets, finger movements resulting from

random muscle activations were not sufficient to reconstruct voluntary grasping movements

with a sufficient quality. The capability to produce the correct kinematic pattern of grasping

movements, therefore, is likely to be stored in neuronal networks beyond biomechanics.

3.4.4 Discussion

Using an approximative hand-like simulation model and appropriate simulation conditions,

macroscopically similar movements could be generated with respect to TMS-evoked move-

ments. Intra-individual variations due to different biomechanics were mimicked by varying

the muscle connection patterns as revealed by the similar shared subspace dimensionality

and similar module allocations in the groups. The simulation gave insights into the muscle

activation patterns that caused the movements.

TMS modules are shaped by neuronal and biomechanical couplings

By feeding the model with random muscle activation, less variance was explained by the

first modules as compared to modules derived from TMS-evoked movements. The find-

ings obtained here support the hypothesis that, principally, the CNS is able to weaken
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and strengthen the representation of the output modules, i.e. that biomechanics couplings

(see Chapter 1.4) are not the only constraints inherent in TMS-evoked finger movements.

Candidate mechanism for the adaptation of the kinematic output structure are short term

plasticity (LTP and LTD), reactivation of silent synapses, or synaptogenesis [160, 3]. All

these mechanisms may change the connections between neuronal structures and muscle ex-

citation and finally kinematics. The re-organization may be triggered by learning of musical

skills (see Chapter 3.2), or repetition of movements (Chapter 3.3). For example, if a desired

skill to be learned would be completely independent movements of single finger joints, one

strategy to neurally simplify the execution of those movements may be to weaken the corti-

cal representation of the flexor digitorum profundus, the flexor digitorum superficialies and

the extensor digitorum, which move several fingers and joints at a time [206]. The ratio-

nale behind this idea is that co-movements of other fingers do not have to be compensated

any more during individual finger movements. We modeled such a scenario by creating 10

new simulated datasets (random muscle activations), in which the muscle force produced

by the aforementioned muscles were decreased by a factor of 20. Such a modification could
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Figure 93: Example of changing the modular structure by inhibiting muscle activities of extrinsic

finger muscles.

mimic neuronal inhibition of the representation of those muscles. As would be predicted,

the variance explained by each module and the similarity (ssd) between dataset decreased,

indicating that neural reorganization changed the kinematic output without a change of the

biomechanical components (Figure 93). Conceptually similar processes may have happened

in musicians during years of practice or during short term movement repetition. However,

in real life motor learning, the capacity of such reorganization may be more complex than

inhibiting single muscle representations and is likely not entirely flexible but constrained by

homeostatic, genetic, behavioral and other factors [4].

Neuronal networks are necessary to produce human behavior

The results obtained here indicate that TMS-evoked movements in healthy subjects con-

tain modules with cortical components relevant for generating typical human behavior. In

healthy subjects, musicians and multiple sclerorsis patients, the capability to reconstruct

grasping movements at a high fidelity was found to be present in TMS-evoked movements.

In all groups, widely differing in hand function, the reconstruction was higher than with

the modules derived from random muscle excitation. Thus, distinct physically present mod-

ules mediate human grasping behavior and this capability is maintained during motor skill

learning and during injuries of the cortical nervous system, such as in multiple sclerosis.
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We observed changes in the modular structure in musicians and in healthy subjects after

movement repetition. Interestingly, the proportion of variance explained by the extracted

modules did not systematically change in any condition. Motor learning, therefore, cannot

generally be associated with a change in the variance explained by the extracted modules.

Rather, the nature of re-organization in terms of variation explained by the extracted mod-

ules may be dependent on the task to be learned.

In summary, the simulation environment is capable of building a bridge in the understanding

of TMS-evoked finger movements and muscle patterns producing finger movements. It is a

useful tool to systematically study the effect of muscle activations on evoked finger move-

ments and may also have a practical application for motor learning. Furthermore, pathologic

changes can be described in order to optimize rehabilitational strategies.
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4 Conclusions

The aim of this thesis was to develop a measurement framework to investigate hand motor

control from different perspectives and to investigate the hypothesized underlying modular

organization of finger movements. In four different, but related studies, strong experimental

support for a modular organization of finger movements was identified. The results provide

evidence that TMS reveals properties of voluntary movements and motor skills. Therefore,

the components of the measurement framework are an ideal system to study the mapping

between the structure of the nervous system and its function:� TMS reproduces important characteristics of natural movements, indicating that neu-

ronal ensembles which determine important kinematic properties of voluntary move-

ments are physiologically similarly activated by TMS (Study 1, Study 2, Study 3).� Consistent with brain activation patterns during voluntary movements, a somatotopic

separation (indexed by the CoG of the activation across stimulation points) with the

thumb represented most laterally and the little finger represented most medially can

be identified on top of overlapping areas with respect to individual finger movements

(Study 1).� Similar to results using fMRI, the separation of the thumb and little finger CoG is

enlarged in professional violin players as compared to healthy subjects (Study 2).� The activation of the muscles after TMS, i.e. the neuronal signal sent to the muscles,

is not random but contains motor skill related information (Study 2, 3 and 4).� Consequently, the variability of TMS-evoked finger movements is not only constrained

by biomechanics but also by neuronal factors inculding the primary motor cortex(Study

1).� Consistent with the notion that the substrate of dexterous finger movements is a dis-

tributed and overlapping organization of the primary motor cortex, finger movements

evoked by TMS from different scalp positions do not display a prominent topographical

pattern (Study 1).

Furthermore, important properties of kinematic modules derived from TMS-evoked finger

movements could be identified which fit perfectly in the concept of a modular control archi-

tecture (Wolpert1998):� A small number of kinematic modules is sufficient to account for most of the data

variance (Study 1, 2, 3 and 4). Since with computational techniques only as much as

modules as output variables can be extracted (and not more) it is possible that the

prominent modules contain the effects of different neural systems which produce similar

kinematic outputs. Thus, the variance explained by a module might also be a marker

of redundant representation of neural networks producing similar kinematic output.� The cortical components of the most prominent modules is adapted to frequently con-

ducted movements and motor skills, possibly to reduce computational cost and mini-

mize energy consumption (Study 2, 3 and 4).� Plasticity mechanisms and structural adaptations could be mechanisms to sculpt the

modules (Study 4).
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4 Conclusions� Modules contain both, shared and individually specific features of movement organiza-

tion (Study 1).� The shape of the most prominent module resembles in most cases a phylogenetic old,

power grasp like synergistic movement of all fingers (Study 1, 4).� Modules derived from TMS-evoked movements are sufficient to reconstruct grasping

movements (Study 1, 2, 3).� Adaptation of the modules due to motor learning is constrained by maintaining the

ability to efficiently execute grasping movements (Study 2 and 3).� Neural networks as part of the cortical and spinal components of kinematic modules

are necessary to generate grasping movements (Study 4). Grasping therefore represents

a skilled behavior mediated by the nervous system.� However, the modules derived here may not indicate the full spectrum of operation of

the CNS. The neural controller might have possibilities to use feedback, other cortical

mechanisms such as surround inhibition [16], and alternative pathways [188] to generate

dexterous finger movements.

In summary, the developed measurement framework in combination with a modular ap-

proach to analyze finger movements represents a powerful tool to study cortical mechanisms

underlying finger control. A challenge for the future is to translate the knowledge and prin-

ciples to applicable systems to enhance learning strategies for musical instruments, sports,

and rehabilitation. Finally, the system brings the diverse areas of research a step closer

together to formulate a cohesive framework to understand the function of the most complex

biological system in nature.
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A Appendix

A.1 Physiological basics of neuronal communication

The working unit of the brain is a neuron, a specialized cell designed to transmit informa-

tion to other nerve cells or muscles (Figure 94A). Basically, a neuron consists of a cell body

containing the nucleus and an electricity-conducting fiber, the axon, which also gives rise

to many smaller axon branches before ending at nerve terminals (for a detailed description

of the neuron, see [212]). Additional cell processes, dendrites, extend from the neuron cell

body and receive messages from other neurons. The dendrites and cell body are covered

with synapses which are contact points formed by axon terminals from other neurons and

ion channels passing through the neuron’s membrane (yellow objects in Figure 94A). In rest-
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Figure 94: The neuronal communication. (A) Elements of a neuron. (B) Basic mechanism of

information transmission between neurons.

ing state (or dynamic equilibrium), a neuron has a negative membrane potential (≈-70 mV)

with respect to the extracellular space determined by the permeability of the ion channels

and other chemical and electrical processes [212]. A neuron transmits information if it is

globally depolarized, i.e. the electrical potential is raised (mainly) by the influx of positive

ions (above all Na+ ions). The influx is initiated at the synapses, where neurotransmitters

(green dots in Figure 94B) from the axon terminals of other neurons are released into the

synaptic junction. The neurotransmitters bind at the ion channels and force them to change

their conductivity for specific positive charged ions entering the cell (Figure 94B). The re-

sult, called the excitatory postsynaptic potential, is a local depolarization of the neuron. If

a certain threshold is exceeded (≈-50 mV), a huge number of ion channels open, leading to a

global depolarization of the neuron (red line in diagram of Figure 94B). This sudden voltage

increase, called action potential, then passes along the membrane of the axon to their ter-

minals where neurotransmitters are released to depolarize connected neurons (Figure 94B).

In this way, neurons transmit their information in an ’all or nothing’ manner to other neu-

rons. Immediately after the depolarization, cellular processes (involving K+ ions) bring the

neuron back to the dynamic equilibrium. However, if the threshold for global depolarization

of the neuron is not exceeded, the dynamic equilibrium is reinstalled without generation of

an action potential (see orange dotted line in diagram of Figure 94B) and therefore without
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information transmission. Normally, an action potential is generated by the summed excita-

tory postsynaptic potentials (EPSP) from several neurons and the information is transmitted

to a large number of neurons [212]. Besides synapses where information is transmitted by

neurotransmitters (chemical synapses), other types of synapses exist such as synapses that

respond to electrical potential changes (electrical synapses). While the explained mechanism

leads to an exchange of information between neurons, the opposite, i.e. the inhibition of in-

formation transmission by hyperpolarization of neurons (inhibitory postsynaptic potentials,

IPSPs), is also possible. Complex human behaviors such as moving the fingers are generated

by the coordinated excitation and inhibition of thousands of interconnected neurons.

A.2 The Euler Lagrange equations

The Euler Lagrange equations

d

dt

∂L
∂q̇k

− ∂L
∂qk

= τk; k = 1, ..., n, (A.59)

where L = K − P is the Lagrangian of the system, and τk is the force associated with the

coordinate qk can be used to derive the dynamical equations if it is possible to express the

kinetic K and potential P energy of the system in terms of a set of generalized coordinates.

In the following sections, the formulas for the kinetic energy and potential energy of a robot

with rigid links using the Denavit-Hartenberg joint variables as generalized coordinates are

derived [228].

Kinetic energy

The kinetic energy of a rigid body is given as

K =
1

2
m~vT~v +

1

2
~ωTI~ω, (A.60)

where m is the total mass of the object, ~v and ~ω are the linear and angular velocity vectors,

respectively, and I is a symmetric 3 × 3 matrix called the inertia tensor. Since ~v and ~ω are

expressed in the inertial frame by the transformation R, it is also necessary to express the

inertial tensor I in the inertial frame. If I denotes the inertia tensor expressed in the body

attached frame, then the two matrices are related to each other according to

I = RIRT . (A.61)

The inertia tensor in the body attached frame is computed as

I =





Ixx Ixy Ixz

Iyx Iyy Iyx

Izx Izy Izz



 . (A.62)

The diagonal elements, Ixx, Iyy, Izz are called the principal elements of inertia about the x,

y, and z axes, respectively and the off-diagonal elements Ixy, Ixz, etc., are called the cross

products of inertia. If the mass density of the object can be described as a function of
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position, ρ(x, y, z), the elements of the inertia tensor are given by

Ixx =

∫ ∫ ∫

(y2 + z2)ρ(x, y, z)dxdydz

Iyy =

∫ ∫ ∫

(x2 + z2)ρ(x, y, z)dxdydz

Izz =

∫ ∫ ∫

(x2 + y2)ρ(x, y, z)dxdydz

and

Ixy = Iyx = −
∫ ∫ ∫

xyρ(x, y, z)dxdydz

Ixz = Izx = −
∫ ∫ ∫

xzρ(x, y, z)dxdydz

Iyz = Izy = −
∫ ∫ ∫

yzρ(x, y, z)dxdydz.

If a robotic manipulator with n links is considered, the linear and angular velocities at link

i can be expressed in terms of the Jacobian matrices Jvi
, Jωi

and the derivatives of the joint

variables:

vi = Jvi
(~q)~̇q, ωi = Jωi

(~q)~̇q. (A.63)

With the mass mi and the inertia tensor I of link i, the overall kinetic energy of the manip-

ulator equals

K =
1

2
~̇qT

(
n∑

i=1

[
miJvi

(~q)TJvi
(~q) + Jωi

(~q)TRi(~q)IiRi(~q)
TJωi

(~q)
]

)

~̇q =
1

2
~̇qTD(~q)~̇q, (A.64)

where D(~q) is an n × n symmetric and positive definite configuration dependent matrix,

called the inertia matrix [228].

Potential energy

In case of rigid dynamics, the only source of potential energy is gravity. The potential energy

of link i can be computed by assuming that the mass of the entire object is concentrated at

its center of mass and is given by

P(~q) =

n∑

i=1

mi~g
T~rci(~q), (A.65)

where g is the vector giving the direction of gravity in the inertial frame and rci gives the

coordinates of the center of mass of link i. In the case that elastic elements, such as muscles,

are present, the potential energy will include terms containing the energy stored in the elastic

elements [228].

Equations of motion

Using the kinetic and potential energy, the Lagrangian can be written as

L = K −P =
1

2
~̇qTD(~q)~̇q −

n∑

i=1

mi~g
T~rci(~q) =

1

2

n∑

i,j=1

dij(~q)q̇iq̇j −
n∑

i=1

mi~g
T~rci(~q), (A.66)

Lst. für Messystem– und Sensortechnik – 137 –



— Appendix — A Appendix

where dij are the entries of the n × n inertia matrix D(~q). The partial derivatives of the

Lagrangian with respect to the velocity of joint k is given by

∂L
∂q̇k

=

n∑

j=1

dkj(~q)q̇j , (A.67)

and therefore

d

dt

∂L
∂q̇k

=

n∑

j=1

dkj(~q)q̈j +

n∑

j=1

d

dt
dkj(~q)q̇j =

n∑

j=1

dkj(~q)q̈j +

n∑

i,j=1

∂dkj(~q)

∂qi
q̇iq̇j . (A.68)

Similarly, the derivative with respect to the position of joint k is

∂L
∂qk

=
1

2

n∑

i,j=1

∂dij(~q)

∂qk

q̇iq̇j −
n∑

i=1

mi~g
T ∂~rci(~q)

∂qk

. (A.69)

Thus, the Euler-Lagrange equations can be written as

n∑

j=1

dkj(~q)q̈j +

n∑

i,j=1

(
∂dkj(~q)

∂qi
− 1

2

∂dij(~q)

∂qk

)

q̇iq̇j +

n∑

i=1

mi~g
T ∂~rci(~q)

∂qk
= τk. (A.70)

Using the notation

cijk =
1

2

(
∂dkj(~q)

∂qi

+
∂dki(~q)

∂qj

− ∂dij(~q)

∂qk

)

(A.71)

and

gk(~q) =

n∑

i=1

mi~g
T ∂~rci(~q)

∂qk
=

∂P(~q)

∂qk
, (A.72)

where the cijk are called the Christoffel symbols of the first kind and the ~gk(~q) is the gravity

vector, equation A.70 can be rewritten as

n∑

j=1

dkj(~q)q̈j +

n∑

i=1

n∑

j=1

cijk(q)q̇iq̇j + gk(~q) = τk, k = 1, ..., n. (A.73)

It is common to express the above equation in matrix notation:

D(~q)~̈q + C(~q, ~̇q)~̇q + ~g(~q) = ~τ . (A.74)

A.3 Object-oriented design patterns

Java is an object oriented programming language such as C++, C#, or Python. In contrast

to procedural languages (such as C), the aim of object orientation is to create flexible,

modular structures that mimic real world objects close to the programming problem. In

such a design, independent software modules can be linked to each other by clearly defined

functionalities. The basic software module is called a ’class’, which consists of attributes and

methods (Figure 95).

While attributes specify the properties of the class (for example if a class represents a car,

an attribute might be ’kilometers driven’), methods specify appropriate class specific ac-

tions (in the example one method might be ’drive()’; then the attribute ’kilometers driven’

is appropriately increased). Thus, a class is a coded scheme mirroring the structure of an

object. During software runtime, physical representations of a class are instantiated. These
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Car

Off road car

kilometers driven
...

drive()
...

...

drive4wheels()
...

Attributes

Methods

Class

Child class

Motor

power
...

start()
...

Class

’has a’

’is-a’

Figure 95: UML class diagrams explaining typical object oriented design methods.

representations are defined as objects. Generally an infinitive number of objects can be in-

stantiated, which are stored in the Heap during software execution. For example, an instance

of a ’Car’ object might represent a new car with ’kilometers driven’ set to zero and a second

object might represent an used car with already 100 kilometers driven. Classes that inherit

attributes and methods from other classes are called ’child classes’ and represent specializa-

tions of the parent class (’is-a’ relationship). In the example, a child of the class ’Car’ might

be the class ’Off road car’ with the additional method ’drive4wheels()’. Furthermore, a class

might use the functionality of other classes by aggregation. This behavior is referred to as

a ’has-a’ relationship (for example a car ’has-a’ ’Motor’). While these relationships are key

concepts of object oriented design, a number of other principles and programming concepts

exist [224]. Basically, Java provides predefined classes stored in packages or libraries (such

as the javax.comm packages), which can be aggregated or extended to fulfill the needs of the

actual programming problem.

However, to obtain a flexible, maintainable and extensible source code, the class concept

must be applied in a structured way. Design Patterns, higher level than classes and libraries,

provide a framework how to structure classes and their interaction to solve a certain software

design problem [84]. In the following chapters, some Design Patterns used in the training

system are presented.

The State Pattern

The State Pattern allows an object to have many different behaviors based on its internal

states. The UML class diagram is shown in Figure 96. The ’Context’ is the class that can

have a number of internal states and a method (’request()’) that is delegated to the state

class to handle. The state interface defines a common interface for all concrete states [84].

Concrete states handle requests from the ’Context’. Each ’ConcreteState’ class provides

its own implementation for a request. In this way, when the ’Context’ changes state, its

behavior will change as well. Alternatively, in non-complex classes, the states of an object

can be defined as attributes of the type ’final static int’. Different behaviors are then coded

in the ’Context’ class by ’if’ statements.

Lst. für Messystem– und Sensortechnik – 139 –



— Appendix — A Appendix

<<interface>>
State

handle()

Context

request()

ConcreteState1

handle()

state.handle() ConcreteState2

handle()
...

Figure 96: UML diagram of the State Pattern.

The Observer Pattern

The Observer Pattern defines a one-to-many dependency between objects so that if one

object changes its state, all of its dependents are notified and updated automatically. The

one-to-many relationship is defined by objects called subjects and observers. If the subject

changes its state, the observers get notified. Depending on the style of notification, the

observer may also be updated with new values. Thus, the Observer Pattern provides a

design where subjects and observers are loosely coupled (Figure 97).

<<interface>>
Observer

update()

<<interface>>
Subject

attachObserver(Observer)
detachObserver()
notifyObservers()

ConcreteObserver1

update()

\\ other specific methods

ConcreteSubject

attachObserver(Observer) {...}
detachObserver() {…}
notifyObservers() {…}

ConcreteObserver2

update()

\\ other specific methods

...

Figure 97: UML diagram of the Observer Pattern.

The only thing the subject knows about an observer is that it implements a certain interface.

Because the subject only depends on a list of objects that implement the Observer interface,

new observers can be added (’attachObserver(Observer)’), replaced, or removed (’detachOb-

server()’) at any time during runtime. Since all observers implement the same interface, the

subject never needs to be modified in order to add new types of observers. An additional

advantage of this pattern is that the subjects and observers can be reused independently of

each other so that changes to either the subject or an observer will not affect the other. In

summary, loosely coupled designs allow building flexible object oriented systems, which can

handle change because they minimize the interdependency between objects [84].

The Model View Controller (MVC) Pattern

The Model View Controller (MVC) Pattern (Figure 98) is used in almost every modern

software application and is a composite of several other patterns such as the Observer Pattern

and the State Pattern.

The ’Model’ holds all the data, state and application logic and is oblivious to the view and

controller, although it provides an interface to manipulate and retrieve its state. Furthermore
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Figure 98: The Model View Controller concept.

it can send notifications of state changes to observers (such as ’View’ classes). The ’View’

gives a presentation of the ’Model’ and usually retrieves the state and data it needs to display

directly from the model. When the user does something to the view, for example clicking

a button, then the ’View’ notifies the ’Controller’ about the action. Thus the ’Controller’

represents a middle layer between the ’View’ and the ’Model’. It takes user input and figures

out what that means and how the ’Model’ should be manipulated based on that action. In

addition, the ’Controller’ may also ask the view to change (such as enabling or disabling

buttons). In the training system, the ’Database interface layer’ and the ’Data acquisition

layer’ represent the ’Model’, whereas the ’Controller unit layer’ and the ’Visualization layer’

represent the ’Controller’ and the ’View’, respectively (see Figure 41). A detailed discussion

of the MVC and other Design Patterns can be found in [84].

A.4 The virtual hand

To visualize the data from the sensor glove, a virtual hand was developed. To integrate the

virtual hand in the training system a Java compatible 3-D modeling language, the Java3D

application programming interface (API) was selected.

The Java3D API

The Java3D API is an interface for writing programs to display and interact with three-

dimensional graphics. The API contains a collection of high-level constructs for creating

and manipulating 3D geometry and structures for rendering that geometry. Java3D provides

the functions for creation of imagery, visualizations, animations, and interactive 3D graphics

application programs [41].

Every Java3D program is assembled from objects from the Java3D class hierarchy. This

collection of objects describes a ’virtual universe’, which refers to the three dimensional

virtual space Java3D objects populate (Figure 99). A Java3D virtual universe is created

from a scene graph and a scene graph is created using instances of Java3D classes. Each

scene graph has a single ’VirtualUniverse’. The ’VirtualUniverse’ object usually has a sin-

gle ’Locale’ object that establishes a virtual world Cartesian coordinate system. A ’Locale’

object may serve as the root of multiple subgraphs of the scene graph. A ’BranchGroup’

object (BG) is the root of a subgraph, or branch graph. There are two different categories

of scene subgraphs: the view branch graph (Figure 99, right) and the content branch graph
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Figure 99: Java3D scene graph model.

(Figure 99, left). The content branch graph specifies the contents of the virtual universe -

geometry, appearance, behavior, location, sound, and lights. The view branch graph spec-

ifies the viewing parameters such as the viewing location and direction. Here, a standard

view branch graph is created by using the ’SimpleUniverse’ class. Specifically, this class

creates ’Locale’, ’VirtualUniverse’, ’ViewingPlatform’, and ’Viewer’ objects. The creation

of the virtual hand, represented as objects in the content branch graph, is described in the

remainder of this chapter.

Objects of the content branch graph are subclasses of the ’ScreenGraphObject’ class. An

important subclass is the ’Node’ class. It is an abstract superclass of ’Group’ (such as

’BranchGroup’) and ’Leaf’ (such as ’Shape3D’) classes and defines common methods for its

subclasses. The most common relationship in the content branch graph is a parent-child

relationship. A ’Group’ node can have any number of children but only one parent. A ’Leaf’

node can have one parent and no children. The other relationship is a reference (dotted line

in Figure 99). A reference associates a ’NodeComponent’ object with a scene graph Node.

’NodeComponent’ is the superclass used in specifying the geometry, appearance, texture,

and material properties of a ’Shape3D’ node. A Java 3D scene graphs is constructed of

Node objects in parent-child relationships forming a tree structure. Each scene graph path

in the tree completely specifies the state information of its ’Leaf’. State information includes

the location, orientation, and size of a visual object. Consequently, the visual attributes of

each visual object depend only on its scene graph path.

The virtual hand scene graph

The scene graph for the virtual hand was constructed by embedding Java3D objects in Java

classes to provide a flexible structure for rotating, changing the color, the transparency, the

shape and the material properties of the fingers. The base class is the ’KinematicChainEle-

ment’, which encapsulates the ’Node’ and ’NodeComponents’ of a finger segment (Figure

100A). The object on top of the finger segment tree structure is a ’TransformGroup’ (TG)

that defines rotations of the finger segment about the xyz axis. The second transformation is

a translation to the end of the finger segment. Objects attached to this TG are then located
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Figure 100: Scene graph elements of the developed virtual hand are embedded in Java classes.

(A) Basic element of the hand model. (B) Chains of the basic elements define a

finger.

at the end of the finger segment. The ’Leaf’ node of the a finger segment, a ’Shape3D’

object, references the ’Geometry’ and the ’Appearance’ of the finger segment. The ’Geom-

etry’ defines the visual shape of the finger segment and is imported as a ’TriangleArray’

from realistic, custom built VRML models (see below). The visualization properties of the

finger segment shape is determined by the ’Appearance’ objects. Specifically, the following

elements exist:� PolygonAttributes: Allows to visualize the polygons of the shape filled or not filled.� Texture: With the texture element, a texture image file can be loaded to create a

more realistic appearance.� TransparencyAttributes: The transparency of the finger segment can be specified.� Material: This element determines the color of the finger segment.

A method to modify each element is implemented in the ’KinematicChainElement’ class.

A finger is modeled as a chain of finger segments (Figure 100B). The first ’KinematicCha-

inElement’ represents the proximal finger segment and describes rotations about the MCP

joint. The rotation TG of the second element (the middle segment) is attached to the trans-

lation TG of the proximal finger segment. Thus, the shape of the middle finger segment is

located at the end of the proximal finger segment and the rotations and translations depend

on the angle proximal segment (Euler transformations). Analogously, the distal segment

is attached to the translation TG of the middle segment. Furthermore, the ’Finger’ class

defines the same methods as the ’KinematicChainElement’, but the methods can also affect

all finger segments in the same way. For example if the ’setColor()’ method of the ’Finger’

class is invoked, all finger segments change their colors. Regarding rotation movements, the

MCP joint is allowed to rotate in two dimensions (extension/flexion, adduction/abduction)

and the PIP and DIP joints are restricted to flexion/extension movements. Since the glove

cannot record rotations about the DIP joint, the angle value of the DIP joint is fixed to 1
3

of the angle value of the PIP joint.

The class ’VirtualHand’, implemented as observer, assembles the five ’Finger’ objects and

connects them to the palm, a ’KinematicChainElement’. In this class, a VRML model of
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the human hand is loaded by the Java VRML-loader and imported as ’TriangleArray’. The

model was custom designed with ’Art of Illusion’, an open source graphics design program.

Figure 101 shows the palm mesh of the hand created in ’Art of Illusion’. After completion of

Figure 101: Design of the components of the virtual hand using a 3D modelling software.

loading of the VRML mesh, the finger segments and the palm are extracted and used to define

the ’Geometry’ of the ’Shape3D’ element of the appropriate finger segment. Additionally,

images of a human hand were taken to provide the texture attribute for rendering of the

finger segments and the palm. The complete virtual hand in Java3D is visualized in Figure

102A. To visualize joint rotations, the ’rotate()’ method takes 14 arguments (float values)

A B C D

Finger segment

proximal

middle

distal

Figure 102: Images of the created virtual hand. (A) Resting posture. (B) Rotation of individual

joints. (C) Color variation of the whole hand (used for example in the training

system). (D) Visualization of each element of the virtual hand can be adjusted

independently.

and maps them onto the appropriate finger joints as shown in Figure 102B. Additionally,

methods to change the appearance of the hand exists. For example, the ’setColor()’ method

changes the color of all finger segments, as illustrated in Figure 102C. There are also methods

to modify the appearance of each finger or finger segment individually. In Figure 102D, the

thumb color is changed to red, the ’PolygonsAttributes’ of the index finger are set to ’not

filled’ and the transparency of the middle finger is set to ’0.4’. The appearance of the ring

and little finger segments are set to different individual patterns.
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In summary, the virtual hand developed here is an object oriented designed 3D model of the

human hand which provides flexible visualization modifications and fully integrates in every

Java environment such as the training system described in Chapter 2.4. The final underlying

scene graph is shown in Figure 103. The scene is lighted with ambient and directional light
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Figure 103: Complete scence graph of the virtual hand.

sources. To allow the user to interact with the model, a zoom and rotate option is added to

the root BG.

A.5 The calibration user interface

This class represents a graphical user interface for sensor glove calibration. Calibration is

necessary to map the maximum and minimum sensor voltage signals (which differ between

individuals) into joint angles. Since the Wii-Glove and the 5DT-Glove have linear sensors

(see Chapter 2.1), two values are sufficient for calibration. The driver of the 5DT-Glove and

the developed driver of the Wii-Glove can provide sensor outputs in an automatic, linearly

calibrated fashion. During every update, the raw value read from the sensor is compared to

the current minimum and maximum raw values (rawmin and rawmax). If the current minimum

and maximum values are exceeded, they are overwritten. The upper and lower calibration
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values are therefore continuously pushed ’outwards’. The normalized output of a sensor is

given by the first order equation

out =
rawval − rawmin

rawmax − rawmin
, (A.75)

which gives values between 0 an 1. By mapping the output onto physiologically plausible

joint movement ranges or by adopting predefined postures (e.g. 90◦ flexion) the calibrated

angle values are obtained. Figure 104 shows the graphical user interface developed for cali-

bration. The core functionality is implemented by a ’ContinousController’ which triggers a

’GloveSensor’ object every 20 ms (50 Hz). The ’GloveSensor’ has two observers attached, a

’VirtualHand’ object and a ’ChannelView’ object that are updated every time the ’GloveSen-

sor’ is triggered. The ’ContinousController’ can be started by clicking the ’Start’ button and

stopped by clicking the ’Stop’ button. Immediately after the start, the maximum and mini-

Figure 104: Graphical user interface for calibration.

mum values are set to 1 and 0, respectively. Doing a few flexing movements with the hand

quickly sets the operating values for rawmin and rawmax, and calibrates the glove. If the

glove is calibrated, the maximum and minimum values are stored as an array (used by the

training system) or can be exported to -ascii files for off-line calibration (used for example

in the grasping movement experiments).

A.6 The correlation coefficient of matrices

A correlation coefficient of matrices was developed to define a correlation coefficient between

a time series of vectors [219]. Here it is used as a correlation coefficient between two ma-

trices, each of which containing joint angles sampled over a period of time. Formally, the

p-dimensional joint angle vector ~ui, sampled at each time instance i ∈ {1, . . . , n} can be

written as a p × n dimensional matrix U = (~u1, ~u2, . . . , ~un). Then the expected value of U,

denoted as ǫ(U), can be defined as

ǫ(U) =

(

1

n

n∑

j=1

~uj, . . . ,
1

n

n∑

j=1

~uj

)

= (~v1, . . . , ~vn) , (A.76)
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where ~vi = ~vj , ∀i, j ∈ {1, . . . , n}. The inner product of two such matrices U and Y can be

written as the scalar

< U,Y >=

n∑

i=1

~ui · ~yi, (A.77)

where · represents the dot product between two vectors and the expected value of this inner

product is

ǫ(< U,Y >) =
1

n
< U,Y > . (A.78)

With these expressions, the co-variance of two matrices can be defined as

Cov(U,Y) = ǫ(< U − ǫ(U),Y − ǫ(Y) >)

= ǫ(< U,Y >)− < ǫ(U), ǫ(Y) > .
(A.79)

Furthermore, the correlation coefficient between two matrices ρ(U,Y) is given by the ratio

of the co-variance of the time series and the product of their standard deviations:

ρ(U,Y) =
Cov(U,Y)

σ(U)σ(Y)
, (A.80)

where the standard deviation is the scalar

σ(U) = ǫ(‖U − ǫ(U)‖) (A.81)

and ‖U‖ is defined as ‖U‖ = (< U,U >)1/2. With these definitions it follows that −1 ≤
ρ(U,Y) ≤ 1. This measure is used for example in the training system to compare the

similarity between the intended movement and the actual conducted movement of a trial.
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