


Ample opportunities for play are offered in close vicinity to the
children's factory.

Fim £ AirdAl~ maimlim o imem -~



-
O
@
o
@
o
S

o

e}
c
©
%)
(o))

=

o}

1=

s

Findings and Prospect

Though dealt with from a distance, the research and design
process within the “Alpine Planet” project has produced
interesting findings that can well be considered for the future
development of the project site.

When looking at the different designs of the students, there are
some similarities that stand out. Firstly, all of the projects pre-
serve the Extruflex factory in its current location. Being one of
the major employers of the commune and well integrated into
the international network, the company is an indispensable fac-
tor for the economic vitality of La Roche-de-Rame. Making use
of the space that the adjacent brownfield site offers, and paying
tribute to its marvelous surroundings, it provides an opportu-
nity to initiate a shift towards sustainable production methods.
Secondly, the issue of flooding — a risk that is likely to increase
due to climate change and melting glaciers — has been met

in various ways. Protecting the intensively used areas by an
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enclosing dyke is one option that the students chose. Though
highly efficient, it can likewise disrupt the (visual) connection
between the secluded areas and the Durance and therefore
minimise the quality of the location. A combination with bridges
across the river, pathways that lead up to the embankment and
buildings that interplay with the upper level of the dyke can
possibly reduce this downside. Removable flood protection
walls are another, though expensive, option. The best alterna-
tive remains to offer more space to the river wherever possible,
by dismantling derelict buildings and by keeping new ones
compact as well as by renaturalising the margins of the site

- first and foremost the current gravel pit. The aim to respect
both the economic assets of the remaining industrial usage and
the ecological and cultural qualities of the Alpine landscape
forms the third and last major aspect that has been dealt with
throughout the course. Many of the student designs strive to
enhance the synergies between these seemingly opposing to-

pics. Some of the proposals made in this respect were: introdu-
cing leisure infrastructure that not only attracts tourists but also
serves locals and factory workers, opening parts of the factory
to showcase new sustainable production methods, or offering
an open laboratory for the research on the decontamination of
the polluted areas to visitors.

It remains to be seen what decisions will be made by those
responsible for the future of the site, to what extent the industri-
al site will be maintained as such and whether the new plans
will be more in line with the natural environment than they have
been historically. For the students of this Master’s project, what
lasts is a look back at a semester with special challenges in
terms of task and work mode, and certainly for one or two of
them the wish to pay a real visit to La Roche-de-Rame.

La Roche-de-Rame and the project site as depicted on Google
Maps.
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