energies

Review

Critical Review of Intelligent Battery Systems: Challenges,
Implementation, and Potential for Electric Vehicles

Lidiya Komsiyska *{0, Tobias Buchberger (), Simon Diehl 1), Moritz Ehrensberger 1, Christian Hanzl 20,
Christoph Hartmann 100, Markus Holzle 1@, Jan Kleiner 112, Meinert Lewerenz 10, Bernhard Liebhart 13
Michael Schmid 3©, Dominik Schneider 17, Sascha Speer 17, Julia Stttner 19, Christoph Terbrack ',
Michael Hinterberger 2 and Christian Endisch 13

check for

updates
Citation: Komsiyska, L.; Buchberger,
T.; Diehl, S.; Ehrensberger, M.; Hanzl,
C.; Hartmann, C.; Holzle, M.; Kleiner,
J.; Lewerenz, M,; Liebhart, B.; et al.
Critical Review of Intelligent Battery
Systems: Challenges, Implementation,
and Potential for Electric Vehicles.
Energies 2021, 14, 5989. https://
doi.org/10.3390/en14185989

Academic Editor: Carlos Miguel

Costa

Received: 27 July 2021
Accepted: 9 September 2021
Published: 21 September 2021

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neutral
with regard to jurisdictional claims in
published maps and institutional affil-

iations.

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors.
Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland.
This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY) license (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses /by /
4.0/).

1 Institute of Innovative Mobility, TH Ingolstadt, 85049 Ingolstadt, Germany; t.buchberger@mytum.de (T.B.);
simon.diehl@thi.de (S.D.); moritz.ehrensberger@tum.de (M.E.); christian.hanzl@thi.de (C.H.);
christoph.hartmann@thi.de (C.H.); markus.hoelzle@thi.de (M.H.); jan.kleiner@thi.de (J.K.);
meinert.lewerenz@thi.de (M.L.); bernhard.liebhart@thi.de (B.L.); michael.schmid@thi.de (M.S.);
dominik.schneider@thi.de (D.S.); sascha.speer@thi.de (S.S.); julia.stoettner@thi.de (J.S.);
christoph.terbrack@thi.de (C.T.); christian.endisch@thi.de (C.E.)

2 Development High Voltage Battery Systems, AUDI AG, 85045 Ingolstadt, Germany;

michael hinterberger@audi.de

Chair of Electrical Drive Systems and Power Electronics, TU Munich, 80333 Munich, Germany

*  Correspondence: els@thi.de or lidiya. komsiyska@thi.de

Abstract: This review provides an overview of new strategies to address the current challenges of
automotive battery systems: Intelligent Battery Systems. They have the potential to make battery
systems more performant and future-proof for coming generations of electric vehicles. The essential
features of Intelligent Battery Systems are the accurate and robust determination of cell individual
states and the ability to control the current of each cell by reconfiguration. They enable high-level
functions like fault diagnostics, multi-objective balancing strategies, multilevel inverters, and hybrid
energy storage systems. State of the art and recent advances in these topics are compiled and
critically discussed in this article. A comprising, critical discussion of the implementation aspects of
Intelligent Battery Systems complements the review. We touch on sensing, battery topologies and
management, switching elements, communication architecture, and impact on the single-cell. This
review contributes to transferring the best technologies from research to product development.

Keywords: smart battery; intelligent battery system; advanced monitoring; reconfigurable battery;
battery management system; electric vehicle

1. Introduction

Alternative drive technologies, such as Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs), have come into
focus for a variety of reasons. As a consequence, intensive global research and engineering
development is currently conducted in order to boost the electromobility. A key element
of the BEV drive train is the energy storage, commonly realized by a rechargeable battery
system. As for the most promising storage technologies, lithium-ion (Li-ion) battery
systems have been used almost exclusively in electric vehicles in recent years. The reason
is that Li-ion batteries exhibit high power and energy density, long cycle-life, and low
self-discharge when compared to other common battery technologies [1].

However, there are still drawbacks associated with this technology namely a short
range, long charging times, high cost, and issues with safety and reliability. Multiple
cells need to be connected in parallel and in series to fulfill performance requirements,
as the individual cell’s power and capacity is limited. As shown by recent studies, the
interconnection of many cells leads to inhomogeneities on system-level due to cell-to-cell
variation [2-6]. Parameter inconsistencies originate from slight differences during the
production processes. Variations even exist between identical, brand-new cells from the
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same batch [4] and increase during use [3]. This fact, in combination with a fixed multi-
cell configuration, results in the weakest cell limiting the entire battery system [6]. To
overcome these drawbacks, Reconfigurable Battery Systems (RBSs) incorporate switches
which allow individual cells to be temporarily excluded from the current path. In addition,
the reconfiguration offers a great potential for continuous variation of the batteries” voltage
level, which results in Multilevel Inverters (MLIs). Controlling the current path by switches
eventually enables the combination of different types of storage devices in Hybrid Battery
Storage Systems (HBSSs).

Reconfiguration alone does not cancel the limitations of conventional battery systems
if any cell’s state is unknown. Without this knowledge, reasonable operation of the switches
is not possible in practice. However, in common battery systems, the states of each cell are
rarely available due to multiple reasons. On the one hand, a large number of sensors and
cabling efforts would be necessary; on the other hand, many relevant cell states such as the
State of Charge (SOC) or the State of Health (SOH) cannot be measured directly. Thus, a
significant effort has to be made in terms of monitoring the state of each battery cell.

The numerous challenges that arise from non-reconfigurable battery systems with un-
known states of the individual cells are addressed by researchers and studies in various fields.
This review comprises the topics depicted in Figure 1. The challenge of advanced monitoring
is addressed in the literature by two complementary approaches. Firstly, model-based or data-
driven fault diagnosis, state, and parameter estimation is achieved by applying algorithms.
Secondly, the implementation of considerably complex sensors is mandatory for reliable data
acquisition. Focusing on flexible configurations to avoid the limits of non-reconfigurable
multi-cell battery systems, possible functionalities are displayed, whereby the necessary
system topologies are discussed on micro and macro levels.
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Figure 1. Overview of the aspects of advanced monitoring and reconfiguration to solve the main challenges of automotive

batteries. The figure also serves as a graphical table of contents.

As a main aspect of this review, the extensive literature on advanced monitoring and
reconfiguration in Sections 2 and 4 is not only methodically reviewed and sorted, but
also selected and evaluated with regard to its application in electric vehicles. Thus, the
focus is on approaches that are not only applicable on laboratory level but also in a BEV.
Furthermore, general state estimation approaches are filtered to meet the challenges of the
automotive application such as single cell state estimation in a system.
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As a special aspect, the review additionally provides insights into application and
applicability by discussing aspects of the implementation of sensor technology and recon-
figuration in Sections 3 and 5. This is important since the application of the advanced
functionalities may require specific hardware but in any case an improved conceptualiza-
tion on a system level. This is depicted in Figure 2 where schematically the switches for
reconfiguration as well as possible sensor implementation and the necessary communica-
tion or Battery Management System (BMS) integration is shown. First, concepts combining
several of the above functions with corresponding hardware and system approaches can
be found in the literature presented as “intelligent” or “smart” batteries [7-10]. In addi-
tion, in the multitude of patents that arise in this field, different aspects are in the focus
addressing smart or intelligent battery devices: Intel focuses on integrated sensing [11],
Bosch is patenting a device for regulating the system voltage adaptively [12] and Audi
outlines an integral smart battery cell with sensing, communication, and integrated recon-
figuration functionality [13,14]. On the research side, Saidani et al. [7] present a battery
system, where each battery cell is customized with voltage and temperature sensors, a
digital processing unit, and data storage. Their smart system allows battery monitoring on
a cell level. Schneider et al. [8] use an intelligent battery with a cell individual current and
temperature sensor and reconfiguration functionality for an improved online parameter
estimation. Lorentz et al. [9] focus on contactless data transmission to realize smart battery
cell monitoring, where each cell is equipped with its own monitoring circuit board, and all
boards exchange information among each other. In contrast, Kim et al. [10] denominate
their battery system as smart battery, where the ordinary battery system is augmented by
a switching circuit board which allows activation and bypassing of each cell. Finally, an
overview of the latest progress of research regarding intelligent battery systems is given by
Wei et al. [15].

Intelligent Battery Implementation

Battery Management System

Figure 2. Schematic visualization of the aspects related to the implementation of intelligent battery
systems with reconfiguration and advanced monitoring functionality.

There are review articles in the fields of BMSs [1,16-18], RBSs [19], MLIs [20], smart
sensing [15,21-23], fault diagnostics [24], and thermal management [16]. This review is the
first to provide an overview that holistically connects the novel functions with a focus on
the application in electric vehicles. The used tools and methods originate from the broad
field of artificial intelligence. Thus, in this work, the literature is summarized under the
subject of Intelligent Battery Systems (IBSs). IBSs as a new technological advance represent
a promising but also a challenging approach to significantly improve the reliability, safety,
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and efficiency of BEVs. In the light of the variety of approaches, we specify those battery
systems as intelligent that incorporate:

e additional sensors or advanced monitoring functions on cell level and/or
®  actuators such as switches to modify the system’s topology reversibly.

Not only the hardware itself but the application of algorithms and methods from the
field of machine learning are necessary for a battery system to be stated as intelligent.

Addressing the related topics, this review is organized as follows: In Section 2, the
latest developments in advanced monitoring methods for IBSs are discussed including fault
diagnosis, online parameter estimation as well as the determination of temperature, SOC,
SOH, and State of Function (SOF). The related sensor technologies and their corresponding
implementation are discussed in Section 3. Subsequently, Section 4 deals with the broad
field of reconfiguration of battery systems enhanced by actuators and corresponding
operation strategies on a system level. This includes simple serial/parallel reconfiguration
as well as advanced approaches such as hybrid energy storage concepts and Multilevel
Inverters. The focus of Section 5 is on practical issues when applying reconfiguration
functionality in IBSs. As will become apparent during the course of this review, the actual
implementation of IBS poses some challenges which are discussed in this section. Finally,
the main results are summarized and an outlook to further developments is given.

2. Advanced Battery Monitoring

Commercially available automotive battery systems normally feature cell voltage
monitoring, to prevent single cells from undervoltage or overvoltage, and a current sensor
on the system level. Furthermore, the battery pack’s temperature is monitored at a few
measurement points within the battery system. Further monitoring of the individual cells
is usually avoided due to additional costs and cabling effort or limited computing resources
in the Battery Management System (BMS) for the online determination of non-measurable
cell states. At the same time, there are many approaches in research to determine the highly
relevant behavior of the individual cell during operation more precisely. While discussing
the different aspects of fault diagnosis, parameter estimation, and state determination, it is
assumed that the required data are available. The integration of sensors and measuring
methods is discussed afterwards, in Section 3.

In terms of advanced monitoring functionalities, information from additional sensors
is not necessarily required in all cases. Collecting and linking sensor data of the whole
battery system, approaches are enabled that make use of the distributed information and
its correlation. An example for a promising application is sensor fault detection and
localization. However, only approaches feasible for online application in Intelligent Battery
Systems (IBSs) are considered. For the application in Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs), it is
mandatory that the algorithms are at least real-time capable on limited hardware resources
and viable with ordinary sensors that are expected to be used on a cell level within an IBS.

2.1. Fault Diagnosis

To ensure that each single cell of a battery system is within its safe operating range, a
basic function of BMS is to maintain lower and upper voltage, current, and temperature
limits. In addition, more advanced fault diagnosis is desired to detect faults that cannot
be avoided by the mere assertion of limits, at an early stage in order to prevent serious
consequences. Fault diagnosis for battery systems has therefore become a discipline of its
own in recent years. In the literature, a distinction is made between several levels:

e fault detection: recognition of faults;

e  faultisolation: localization of faults;

e faultidentification: estimation of the type and amplitude of faults;

e fault tolerance: (limited) continuation of operation in the presence of diagnosed faults.

Fault diagnosis usually means the detection and isolation of a fault.
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Faults can be classified into internal and external faults [25,26]. The former designate
cell defects such as overcharging, over-discharging, External Short Circuits (ESCs)/Internal
Short Circuits (ISCs), overheating, accelerated aging, or thermal runaway. An ISC is caused
by a defect in the separator layer between the electrodes [27]. If the short circuit does
not occur between the electrodes but at the tabs, it is called an ESC [24,25]. Short-circuits
contribute to the inhomogeneity in the battery system and can lead to deep-discharge.
Especially low resistances lead to a fast self-discharge of the affected cells and to an
increased heat generation, which can lead to overheating. Overheating is also caused by
an external heat input or a defect in the cooling system. In general, increased temperature
leads to accelerated degradation [28], which is characterized by excessive capacity fading
and resistance increase. Any of the internal faults can result in thermal runaway which is
also the most catastrophic fault and is associated with battery swelling, electrolyte leakage,
smoke, fire, and explosion [25,26].

External faults are sensor or actuator faults in the battery system [26]. Currently,
conventional voltage, current, and temperature sensors are used. Defective sensors can
lead to an incorrect state estimation, which in turn leads to faulty operation, such as
overcharging, under-discharge or over-heating, and accelerated degradation of the battery
system [29]. Actuators include the cell and high voltage connectors as well as the cooling
system. Similar to the sensors, the connections of the power path can be faulty or degrade
over time due to vibration or corrosion [30]. The defective cell connection leads to increased
resistance, which in parallel-connected cells causes unequal current distribution and in
serial-connected battery systems local hotspots [31]. A failure in the cooling system is
provoked by a leak in the cooling channels or a faulty fan [16]. In general, external faults
can raise further internal faults or thermal runaway of the cells if they are not detected or
not responded to appropriately.

Tables 1 and 2 provide an overview of the literature on fault diagnosis. There are a variety
of methods for diagnosing internal and external faults (reported e.g., by [1,17,18,25,26,29]).
The methods for fault diagnosis can be classified into model-based, knowledge-based, and
data-driven approaches [1]. In battery systems, the most common approach for fault diagnosis
are model-based methods. They rely on state or parameter estimation, parity space, or
structural analysis. For state estimation, the system is reconstructed with filters or observers.
A comparison of the model with the measured data of the real system provides a residual
which is used for fault diagnosis [32]. The algorithms are based on Particle Filter (PF), Kalman
Filter (KF), or a state observer [25] (see differentiation in Tables 1 and 2). With parameter
estimation, model or fault parameters are estimated using the measured data. If a model or
fault parameter leaves the permitted range, a fault is detected. It is therefore easier to isolate
faults with parameter estimation than with state estimation [26]. Parity space based methods
are used to verify the relationship between the input and output variables of a system [33].
The analysis of the resulting residuals is used for fault diagnosis. Structural analysis is a tool
for identifying the overdetermined part of a system. Exploiting redundancy in the system
enables the generation of residuals for fault diagnosis [34].

Knowledge-based methods do not require a mathematical or analytical model and
are particularly suitable for nonlinear and complex systems such as lithium-ion (Li-ion)
battery systems [26]. For fault diagnosis, observations and knowledge about battery
systems are used, which was previously gained from studies on fault mechanisms. The
approaches are based on graph theory, expert systems, or fuzzy logic [25].

Data-driven methods directly analyze the measured data of the battery system. While
some methods do not require a model at all and just extract features from measured data
or use a special sensor topology [35-37], other methods learn a data model [38,39]. The
algorithms used are based on signal processing, Artificial Neural Networks (ANNs), and
support vector machines [26]. Signal processing methods use the wavelet transform,
Shannon entropy, or the correlation of the signals. ANNSs are able to learn during operation
and have the potential to be computationally efficient but have a poor generalization
capability. While the generalization capability of support vector machines is significantly
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better, the required computational effort for large data sets increases rapidly, since the data
are transformed into a high-dimensional space by a kernel function before classification.

Since data-driven methods, such as [40-42], are often prone to cell inconsistencies,
model-based methods are most promising in IBSs. However, for the model-based methods,
it is crucial that they are computationally efficient. The methods presented in [43—45]
are expected to have high computational loads in practical applications, making them
challenging to use at the system level. The switches in IBSs open up the possibility for
active fault diagnosis, as shown in [32], by selectively actuating the switches. The active
fault diagnosis is a promising field in which further research is required in the future.

Due to the larger number of components, the probability of failure of a component
rises in IBSs [34]. For example, the number of sensors increases significantly due to the
single-cell sensors compared to conventional battery systems. However, the additional
sensors allow for a better detectability and isolation of faults. The large number of sensors
on system level also allows a plausibility check of sensor values and a reconstruction of
the correct values in case of a fault. Furthermore, an IBS allows fault diagnosis at a cell
level. This design is robust against faults that occur due to signal transmission to the
central or neighboring cell BMS. Basic functions such as maintaining voltage, current, and
temperature limits are possible with limited computing power. Even a hard ESC can be
detected at cell level, e.g., by means of the current increase. In contrast, advanced functions
such as the detection of ISCs or accelerated aging are more promising on the overall
BMS. These sometimes require more computing power [44] but benefit from inter-cell
comparison [38,39].
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Table 1. Overview of the literature related to fault diagnosis of external faults.

Sensor Fault Actuator Fault
Voltage Current Temperature Connection Cooling System
Particle Filter [46,47] [46,47] [46]
Kalman Filter [32,48-53] [32,48-53] [32,51] [32,54]
o Luenberger Observer [55]
& Lyapunov-Analysis Nonlinear Observer [56]
% Partial-Differential-Equation Observer [57]
B Proportional Integral Observer [58]
= Sliding Mode Observer [59] [59] [59] [54]
Recursive Least Squares [25,46,49] [25,46,49] [46] [60]
Parity space: Nonlinear Parity Equations [33,61] [33,61] [33,61] [61]
Structural Analysis [32,34,51,62,63] [32,34,51,62,63] [32,34,51,62,63] [32,34] [62,63]
Wavelet Transform
Correlation Coefficient [37] [37]
S Shannon Entropy/Mutual Information [30,64-67]
’E Sensor Topology [35-37] [37]
g Incremental Capacity Analysis
5 CCCV Transform
Clustering [68]
Anomaly Detection [38] [38] [38]

Neural Network
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Table 2. Overview of literature related to fault diagnosis of internal faults.

Short Circuit Accelerated Degradation
g a 2 2 g 5 & o 2
& g g e B &5 E g
= & 5. z - 2% 3
= " g & E 25
" =
Particle Filter [45]
Kalman Filter [43,44] [43,44] [32,69-71] [32]
3 Luenberger Observer [55] [72]
4 Lyapunov-Analysis Nonlinear Observer [56]
% Partial-Differential-Equation Observer [57]
3 Proportional Integral Observer [73] [74]
Z Sliding Mode Observer
Recursive Least Squares [70,71,75-78] [60]
Parity Space: Nonlinear Parity Equations
Structural Analysis [32,34] [32,34]
Wavelet Transform [79] [80]
Correlation Coefficient [81] [81,82] [37,69,81,82] [37,81,82]
§ Shannon Entropy/Mutual Information [83,84] [64] [64] [64] [85] [86]
E Sensor Topology [35,36] [37] [37]
s Incremental Capacity Analysis [40-42]
a CCCV Transform [79]
Clustering [87] [87] [87] [87] [88,89]
Anomaly Detection [87] [87] [38,87] [39] [87,90] [88,89]
Artificial Neural Network [91]
é’o B Rule-Based [92] [93] [94]
-°§’ § Fuzzy Logic [95,96] [95,96] [95]
gm Random Forests Classifier [97]
N4

Artificial Neural Network [98]




Energies 2021, 14, 5989

9 of 82

2.2. Online Identification of Model Parameters

In the field of battery monitoring, Equivalent Circuit Models (ECMs) are popular to
model the battery’s electrical behavior. Thereby, the level of detail ranges from simple
Rint models up to more complex N-RC Thevenin models (see Figure 3). The necessary
parameters are basically determined by experimental tests such as Hybrid Pulse Power
Characterization (HPPC) and corresponding fitting procedures. For in-use model opera-
tion, however, varying parameters must be considered due to temperature, aging, or other
influences. As a consequence, the adaptation and online identification of model parameters
is mandatory for the use in IBSs. Online identification is primarily about shifting tempera-
ture and State of Charge (SOC) dependencies as well as the change of absolute parameter
values due to aging. With current and voltage sensors on the cell level, various approaches
that have been studied in laboratory settings in recent years are transferable to IBSs.

(d) N RC Thevenin model
(c) Dual Polarization model
(b) Thevenin model
a) Rint model
@ Ry R Rope
Ro i
cell
(| C, C, *** C“Rc
— | |
. l Yo I I —
" (D LN . Vi
Vi \Z Vi
RC
O
(e) RC model (f) PNGV model
Ry
VE'Yy, — 1
R. R: Il Ry " Icell
1 o 1 ” ©
L g L I 1
R _— —

: E Vo v |
C, == [V Vier m <> V_l’ Vier
C

Figure 3. Typical equivalent electrical circuit models used for vehicle batteries: (a) Rint model;
(b) Thevenin model; (¢) Dual Polarization model; (d) N RC Thevenin model; (e) RC model; and
(f) PNGV model. From [99] with permission from Elsevier, Copyright 2020.

Generally, two representations of the underlying ECM are distinguished. Firstly, the
state space representation in discrete form (see Equations (1) and (2)) is beneficial for KF
approaches like the Extended Kalman Filter (EKF) [100]. Parameter estimation is commonly
combined with SOC estimation when applying a Dual Kalman Filter (DKF) [101-104]. In
the following equation, AT is the discrete simulation step size, 1; is the time constant of the
i-th RC element with resistance R;, whereas R\ expresses the ohmic resistance. Q is the cell
capacity and 7 its coulombic efficiency, which is nearly 1. The excitation current represents
the input u, whereas the terminal voltage is measured as u. Finally, the dependence of
Open Circuit Voltage (OCV) from SOC is depicted by the function uoc(SOC). The weak
influence of Q on the measurement impedes its estimation.



Energies 2021, 14, 5989 10 of 82
nAT
1 0 0 3600Q At
0 e IN| (1 —e T .
Xp= | . ) X+ ik 1)
o _ar o
0 0 e R, (1 — e—ﬁ)
A B
50C, .
we=| 180G 4 1| %+ Ro i @)
) D

Secondly, based on the transfer function of the battery model, a linear regression
model (see Equations (3) and (4)) is often formed and Recursive Least Squares (RLS)

algorithms are applied [102,105-107].
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Usually, the input noise is neglected, which leads to biased

estimates. However,

in [108], a Weighted Total Least Squares (WTLS) algorithm is used to take input noise into
account. Further approaches based on the regression model for parameter identification
are observers [109], Lagrange multipliers [110], and the Genetic Algorithm (GA) [111]. The
latter is hardly implementable on-board due to the high computational cost associated
with it. An overview of identification methods and the corresponding literature is depicted
in Figure 4. While in most cases voltage and current are used for time domain parameter
identification, in [112], the impedance is determined in the frequency domain and an ECM

is parameterized based on the results.

Iterative Online Parameter Identification
[ Regression Model

State Space ]

] [

Multiplier

=) ()

Figure 4. Overview of modeling and online parameter identification methods and the corresponding literature.
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The literature published in recent years in terms of battery parameter estimation is
manifold. However, with respect to IBSs, efficient and robust algorithms are needed to be
applied on-board. Cell individual parameterization is enabled by sensing capabilities of cell
current and voltage, but the resulting computational burden has to be considered carefully.

2.3. Online Identification of Core Temperature

The temperatures of most interest in a Li-ion battery system are the cell’s individual
core temperatures which mainly influence aging and safety. Furthermore, the individual
electrical cell parameters are strongly temperature dependent and dominated by the region
with the highest temperature [113]. However, large format cells often used in automotive
applications are facing the challenge of temperature gradients inside the cells and the
core temperature can significantly differ from the temperature value measured by the
external sensors [114]. Unfortunately, measuring the core temperature, e.g., by integrating
sensors inside the cell, is still an unresolved challenge and thus a current research topic [115].
Another possibility is to use data or modeling based determination approaches to determine
the core temperature of the individual cells. Furthermore, model-based approaches can be
an important element of intelligent batteries in terms of their prediction functionality.

In the field of thermal modeling of conventional battery systems, various modeling
approaches already exist, which use detailed 3D-electrochemical-thermal (e.g., [116]) or
electro-thermal models (e.g., [117]). Detailed 3D-models based on electro-thermal cou-
pling in any form are well-suited to analyze the behavior in detail. However, they are not
applicable for the use in a vehicle BMS and therefore inappropriate in an IBS due to their
high computational effort. In contrast, simplified modeling approaches are an attractive
option, if the relevant relations are implemented and the prediction accuracy is sufficient.
In general, real-time approaches can be organized and compared according to the modeling
approach, the model’s dimension, and the form of the modeled cell.

Simple mathematical models and Thermal Equivalent Circuit Models (TECMs) are
widely used for the thermal modeling of small cylindrical cells [118-121]. In the field of
TECMs, Forgez and Damay introduce models for a cylindrical cell [122] and a large pris-
matic cell [123] to resolve the transient differences between outside and inside temperature.
Comparable TECMs with one to three thermal masses and cell individual temperatures are
commonly used for system modeling with a large amount of cells [99]. Increasing the level
of detail, both Zhao et al. [124], for pouch cells, and Li et al [125], for prismatic cells, publish
models with an increased number of thermal masses per cell. Their models are therefore
capable of resolving even the local temperature distribution. Certainly, primarily the level
of detail defines the calculation time and needs to be selected with regard to the application.
Observer structures can also be used to estimate the core temperature with thermal reduced
order models using a surface measurement, as in [126,127], for example.

A different approach to physics-based thermal modeling is the data-driven approach
where appropriate datasets already include the information of the hardware influence
and interactions. Completely data-driven modeling approaches for conventional cells are
implemented in the literature for example by learning systems. Kleiner et al. [128,129]
and Panchal et al. [130,131] show how data-driven ANN models can predict the thermal
behavior of Li-ion cells in real-time. First, comparisons for the optimal architecture of the
adaptive system are made in [128,132] with the result that ANNSs for time-series prediction
are better suited than simple feedforward networks.

There is one aspect that must not be forgotten when implementing thermal models for
IBSs which is the additional hardware components. If additional components are added
to the cell or system to be modeled, the thermal interactions need to be represented. A
first investigation with electronics representation is shown in [129]. Thereby, an intelligent
cell is modeled either with a TECM or an ANN with the result that both approaches
need to represent the electronics influence with different advantages in accuracy and
implementation effort of the models.
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A totally different data-driven approach is based on current and voltage measurements
and their evaluation via Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy (EIS). The EIS-based
methods are supposed to represent the core temperature non-invasively, faster, and more
accurately than externally placed temperature sensors [133,134]. Temperature indication
methods based on EIS rely on the premise that the electrical behavior of battery cells is
heavily temperature-dependent. By knowing the impedance spectrum, or parts of it, an
average core temperature can be deduced based on characteristic reference measurements.
The underlying temperature models correlate impedance with temperature and are very
similar to those of the model-based temperature prediction. Therefore, several researchers
combine both approaches [121,135].

Table 3 provides an overview of the published research in the last decade, starting with
the pioneering work of Srinivasan et al. [133,136] for single frequency EIS measurements.
In this overview, the common case, where no cell failures occur, is studied and summarized.
Nota bene, recent work of Srinivasan et al. [137] also evaluates the method in conjunction
with thermal runaway. There exist several other recent reviews and comparison works on
the topic of EIS-based temperature sensing [134,138,139]. In contrast, we strongly focus on
recently proposed variants that were tested with onboard equipment or at least consider
onboard conditions and issues in their investigations. The methods are categorized by
the therein incorporated features. Since the impedance Z(jw) is a complex number, its
representation is either in polar (|Z|, arg(Z)) or Cartesian coordinates (R(Z), 3(Z)). As
shown in Table 3, the most common approach is to use arg(Z), which is assumed to enable
measurements that depend only slightly on SOC, State of Health (SOH) [140,141], and cell
capacity [137]. Additionally, |Z| can be subject to higher production fluctuations [142],
which reduces the reference models’ generalization abilities. Beelen et al. [138,139,143]
combine both R(Z) and J(Z), whereby the scaling between both features is optimized by
Monte Carlo simulations. An alternative approach is to perform a principal component
analysis to transform multi frequency impedance data into a compressed vector space,
which, to the authors” knowledge, has not yet been described in the literature. Raijmak-
ers et al. and Ranieri et al. use the frequency that is needed to hit an imaginary value
of 0.Q) [144-146] or 650 uQ [145,147] as model input for temperature estimation. Thus, the
excitation frequency has to be swept between at least two values to interpolate the desired
crossover-frequency. The imaginary impedance value is chosen in a way that the load
current distortions get negligible for automotive applications (see Section 3.3 for further
information on onboard impedance estimation). In addition to measurement errors that
are caused by non-synchronous current sensing with superimposed load current, model
errors occur too [143]. Since the reference models were trained at equilibrium, missing
relaxation times due to load currents before and during the measurement lead to estimation
errors. While Socher et al. [148] conclude that the influence may be negligible under certain
operating conditions, Zhu et al. propose a compensation technique, whereby the devia-
tions are eliminated by incorporating an exponential correction function depending on the
relaxation time [141]. Since the load current changes dynamically in Electric Vehicles (EVs),
an appropriate relaxation time cannot simply be determined and the consequences on
temperature estimation accuracy are not clear.

In summary, the influence of electronics and its representation in thermal models is
an important aspect that has been poorly represented in the literature and is discussed in
Section 5.4.1. Regarding EIS-based approaches, there is little published research [145,147]
that evaluates the method in a real-world test and compares it to conventional temperature
measurement.
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Table 3. EIS-based approaches for the identification of the internal temperature in alphabetical order. Abbreviations:
Lithium Titanate Oxide (LTO).

Features
Frequencies Cell
1Z| arg(Z) R(Z) S(2) f
Beelen et al. [138,139] X X 50Hz 90 Ah LFP
Beelen et al. [143] X X 133/630Hz 23 Ah NMC
Carkhuff et al. [149] X Ano.: 70 Hz 53AhN/A
Cath.: 10Hz

Haussmann et al. [150] X 500 Hz 26 AhN/A
Morello et al. [151] X 1kHz 34 Ah NMC
Raijmakers et al. [144,145,147] X 300-400 Hz 2.3 Ah LFP, 7.5 Ah NCA, 90 Ah LFP
Raijmakers et al. [145,147] X 1.6-2kHz 90 Ah LFP
Ranieri et al. [146] X 80Hz-2kHz 12 Ah NCA
Richardson et al. [120,135] X 215Hz 2.3 Ah LFP
Richardson et al. [152] X 215Hz 4.4 Ah LFP
Schmidt et al. [153] X 10.3kHz 2 Ah LCO & NCA
Schwarz et al. [154] X 1kHz 20 Ah LTO
Socher et al. [148] N/A N/A 21 Ah NMC
Spinner et al. [155] X 300 Hz 2.6 Ah LCO
Srinivasan et al. [133,136] X 40Hz 23AhLFP,44AhN/A,50 Ah LCO
Srinivasan et al. [137] X 5Hz 50Ah LCO,53AhN/A,3AhN/A
Wang L. et al. [156] X 12/44/79Hz 1.3 Ah LFP
Wang X. et al. [157] X 79.4Hz 8 Ah LFP
Wang X. et al. [158] X 10Hz 8 Ah LFP, 40 Ah LFP
Zhu et al. [140] X 10-100 Hz 8AhN/A

X 600 mHz-17 Hz 8AhN/A
Zhu et al. [141] X 10Hz 30 Ah LFP

2.4. Online Identification of State of Charge

The determination of the State of Charge (SOC) is commonly regarded as one of the
main tasks of the BMS to avoid overcharge, deep discharge, and reliable driving range
prognosis. Generally, various possible approaches exist to determine the SOC that were
surveyed in a number of reviews over the last years [21,159,160]. However, most of the
contained contributions focus on a single Li-ion cell, whereas today’s battery systems
consist of multiple cells connected in parallel and serial strings. Only a few publications,
which are discussed in the following, have addressed this topic so far.

Plett et al. [161] introduce an approach named bar-delta filtering where firstly an
average SOC is estimated (bar), and secondly the difference of each cell from the aver-
age (delta) is considered. Roscher et al. propose a similar method in [162] using Lithium
Iron Phosphate (LFP) chemistry, which is challenging due to the flat increase of the OCV
with the SOC. The system’s SOC is estimated with a Luenberger observer, and, for each
cell, a factor is adjusted online, which represents the divergence to the average of all cells. It
is further shown for Lithium Manganese Oxide (LMO) as well as for LEP cells [163,164] that
multiple EKFs can be utilized for the average SOC determination and for cell individual
SOC divergence. Following this, Sun et al. [165] focus on serial connected Lithium Nickel
Manganese Cobalt Oxide (NMC) cells and emphasized the need for efficient algorithms
for large battery systems. The approach of Yang et al. [166] is similar and focuses on serial
strings only.



Energies 2021, 14, 5989

14 of 82

A substantially different method is proposed by Zhong et al. [167], where the LFP
battery pack’s SOC is determined with respect to the strongest and the weakest cell. The
authors state that the individual SOCs are less important for the battery’s total SOC than
the difference between the two cells with the highest and lowest SOC. To conclude, the
SOC determination is difficult in battery packs if current and voltage are not measured
individually for each cell. However, individual current information is difficult to obtain in
ordinary battery systems in particular with cells connected in parallel. At this point, we
emphasize the inherent advantage of IBSs where SOC estimation techniques are imple-
mentable with ease because each cell features individual sensors (in particular for current,
voltage, and temperature). Therefore, a wide range of estimation approaches which were
described in recent years for single cell application are adaptable for an IBS. A very simple
approach is integrating the current measurement over time, which is known as coulomb
counting. However, this approach is prone to current sensor bias errors that accumulate
over time. Otherwise, SOC estimation based on OCV, as applied in [168,169], requires
periods of low current and is usually much slower.

Most commonly, state observers [170,171], sliding-mode observers [172,173], or KFs
and their variations are applied for SOC estimation, which usually are based on an ECM
of the Li-ion cell. EKFs are mostly used with simple ECMs (see Figure 3) [174-177]. Some-
times, the model is enhanced by electro-chemical equations based on the Single Particle
Model (SPM) [178-180]. However, the model accuracy significantly influences the estima-
tion performance [101,103,181-183] as does the measurement accuracy [110,181]. Most re-
cently, SOC estimation is combined with estimation of further states e.g., SOH [173,184-187]
or State of Function (SOF) [188]. Otherwise, SOC determination is combined with the esti-
mation of cell parameters like battery capacity [100,189,190], internal resistance [191], or
other model parameters [101,192,193].

Besides EKFs, Unscented Kalman Filters (UKFs) like the Sigma-Point KF are applied
for SOC estimation [194,195]. Adaptive KFs are utilized too [196,197]. A distinction is made
between joint KFs, where the state vector is augmented with the parameter vector, and
DKFs, where two KFs run in parallel, one as the state observer and one as the parameter
estimator. Furthermore, instead of combining only KFs, RLS algorithms [102,125,198] or
PFs [199] are also applied for parameter estimation. PFs are rather unsuitable for IBSs
though due to their high computational effort.

A more promising approach is SOC identification with ANNs as proposed by [200-203]
or Support Vector Regression (SVR) [204,205]. Training data sets of sufficient size must be
provided to exploit these methods. It has been shown by Ozean et al. [206] that Gaussian
Process Regression (GPR) can be also used for state estimation.

In contrast to the previous presented approaches that operate in the time domain,
in [207,208], SOC estimation is based on EIS. Here, it should be noted that the required
sampling rate corresponds to the desired frequency range of the impedance spectrum,
which usually is considerably higher than for methods in the time domain.

While usually only electric quantities are considered, intelligent battery cells some-
times are equipped with additional sensors. The relation between cell pressure and SOC
has come into focus in the last few years [209,210]. Ganguli et al. added fiber-optic
sensors for pressure and temperature measurement in Li-ion cells and utilize the addi-
tional sensor data for improved SOC estimation [211]. Similar approaches are pursued by
Ghannoim et al. [212,213] and Modrzynski et al. [214]. This topic will be further discussed
in Section 3.5 from a hardware perspective.

2.5. Online Identification of State of Health

Compared to SOC estimation, online determination of State of Health (SOH) is gener-
ally more challenging and indistinct due to ambiguous definitions of SOH. With regard
to the capacity, SOH is most commonly defined as the ratio between currently available
capacity Q and nominal capacity Qnom [22]. In more detail, one approach is to classify
the available capacity loss into Loss of Lithium Inventory (LLI) and Loss of Active Mate-
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rial (LAM) [215], e.g., by Differential Voltage Analysis (DVA) [216]. Contrarily, concerning
available power, which is of higher interest regarding hybrid electric vehicles, the increase
of the ohmic resistance Ry is regarded as SOH [217]. The growing Solid Electrolyte Inter-
phase (SEI) causes the degradation effect in this case. Several reviews dealt with online
SOH estimation in recent years [22,218-220], where [221] focuses on machine learning
methods only. A broad discussion of the methods is omitted in this article and only the
most promising approaches, for the application in IBSs in EVs, are discussed in more detail.

Table 4 gives an overview of relevant contributions on SOH determination. Most
model-based approaches are based on ECMs, whereas physical models or SPM are scarcely
utilized. Using observers, like the popular KF, for SOH estimation mostly aims to deter-
mine the capacity directly. In contrast, data-driven methods like ANN or SVR require prior
testing to generate training data. The same is true for empirical methods where features
are linked with data from prior aging tests. To which extent the results of such tests are
applicable to other cell chemistries is questionable. Some researchers rely on features
like diffusion time [222], Constant Current Charging Time (CCCT) [223,224] or Constant
Voltage Charging Time (CVCT) [224,225], or focus on features embedded in the OCV by
applying DVA /Incremental Capacity Analysis (ICA) [226-229]. Here, it should be stressed
that these approaches require periodic charge processes to be applicable.

Of special interest is SOH identification based on EIS as it facilitates a quick deter-
mination procedure, especially when considering just one frequency that is sensitive to
degradations [142,230,231]. These methods are promised to be applicable on-board in an IBS.

With regard to cell individual SOH estimation, Lajara et al. [232] focus on simple
algorithms with low computational costs. They address the problem of wireless sensor
networks, where multiple battery systems operate simultaneously with limited computing
power. Ganeshan et al. [200] implement an algorithm that calculates SOC and SOH with
coulomb counting as well as an ANN on a low-budget 8 bit-Microcontroller Unit (MCU),
which emphasizes the need for algorithms that work with low computing power.

Finally, approaches based on additional sensors are discussed. Ganguli et al. [211]
embed a fiber-optic sensor into a Li-ion cell to measure strain and temperature. By conduct-
ing aging tests, a correlation between SOH and a certain wavelength at the end of charge is
found. Furthermore, Gong et al. [233] feature prismatic large format Li-ion cells (capacity
of 20 Ah) with pressure sensors to detect cell internal gas production. As they report,
capacity fade and internal pressure correlate with each other.

In conclusion, SOH estimation is a vibrant field of research. With more efficient model
approaches and improved hardware, even sophisticated physics-based models might be
introduced for EVs in the future as proposed by Li et al. [234]. While most methods
are based on current and voltage sensor data, evaluation of further sensor domains like
temperature or pressure is promising. The integration of these sensors is discussed in
Section 3. However, even without additional measurement data, the use of cell voltage and
current facilitates SOH determination in an IBS for each individual cell. This information
is helpful for operating strategies (see Section 4). Degradation of single cells is usually
invisible in conventional battery systems.
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Table 4. Online SOH identification approaches in chronological order. Abbreviations: Discrete Wavelet Transform (DWT),
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2.6. Online Identification of State of Function

To evaluate the battery system’s ability to fulfill its requirements regarding power, SOC
and SOH are less valuable metrics. According to Meissner et al., both states compensate
each other to a certain degree with respect to power output requirements [264]. Consider
an aged battery which will, on average over SOC, have a higher internal resistance than a
new one. This battery will need a higher OCV to achieve the same power output because
of a larger voltage drop across the internal resistance, which is possible by adjusting the
lower SOC-limit upward. Therefore, commonly the State of Function (SOF), also known
as State of Performance (SOP), is used to assess the power that is deliverable by the
battery instantaneously.

As state-of-the-art approach, the HPPC method is conducted for determination of
power capability, which was published by the Idaho National Engineering and Environ-
mental Laboratory of the U.S. Department of Energy [265,266], but the test procedure
focuses only on not violating the upper and lower voltage limits. However, current, power,
SOC, and temperature limits are essential as well.

Recent approaches to online SOF determination are summarized in Table 5. As can
be seen, most methods refer to one or more limits. Most commonly, SOF evaluation is
based on an ECM and the maximum current is predicted for certain time windows (e.g., 5,
10s) [267]. However, the current is assumed to be constant over the length of the considered
time window which may result in conservative SOF estimates during dynamic operation.

Table 5. Online SOF identification approaches. Abbreviations: Voltage (U), Current (I), Power (P), and Temperature (T),
Model Predictive Control (MPC).

Limits Description

U I P SOC T Method, Comments, etc.
Meissner et al. [264] X Considers current SOC, SOH and T
Bohlen et al. [268] X EIS
Plett et al. [269] X X Bisection Search
Kupper et al. [270] X X ECM and Thermal Model
Anderson et al. [271] X ECM
Bhattacharya et al. [272] X Considers Serial and Parallel Strings
Sun et al. [266] X X X ECM
Xiong et al. [273] X X ECM
Fleischer et al. [274] X X Fuzzy ANN, considers current SOC, SOH and T
Xiong et al. [267] X X X X ECM, Time Horizon of 30 s
Pei et al. [275] X X ECM
Sun et al. [188] X X X ECM
Balagopal et al. [276] X Binary
Xavier et al. [277] X X Charging Strategy with MPC
Burgos-Mellado et al. [278] X X PF based on ECM
Dong et al. [279] X X X ECM
Malysz et al. [280] X X X ECM
Shen et al. [198] X X ECM with RLS for Parameter Identification

As the battery systems power capability is based on the capability of each single cell,
their specific SOF must be taken into account. Instead, most commonly, the cells’ states are
assumed to be equal [272], which is an oversimplification over battery lifetime.
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An IBS promises the benefit of more accurate determination of the battery system’s
SOF when each individual power capability is considered. Furthermore, as we will point
out in Section 4, operating strategies may take individual SOFs into account. Hence, SOF
determination on cell level is a necessary basis of advanced operation strategies in an IBS.

3. Implementation of Sensing in Intelligent Battery Systems

The previous section has shown the extensive opportunities of advanced monitoring
approaches under the premise of sufficiently available measurement data. Thus, the data
acquisition with sensing on single cell level is considered to be a vital building block for
the realization of an IBS, but at the same time its implementation represents a significant
challenge. Hence, the implementation of sensor technology has to be considered carefully.
In addition to most common sensor domains like current, voltage, and temperature, more
sophisticated sensor technologies are promising to gain deeper insight into the cell’s state.
However, this advantage comes at the price of higher costs and complexity. The approaches
range from the integration of sensors into the cell to the application of non-intrusive
diagnostic techniques like EIS and acoustic methods.

In the following, we give an overview of sensors and sensor domains, which are con-
sidered as promising for the use in IBSs and point out practical implementation, obstacles,
and open scientific questions. Furthermore, requirements with regard to the application of
BEVs are discussed.

3.1. Current

Electric current is one of the most important quantities in battery applications. While
conventional battery systems typically use one central current sensor, IBSs might use multiple
smaller current sensors that are distributed throughout the system [281,282]. This provides
additional data that can be used for advanced functions like error detection, sensor data
fusion [283], or to improve parameter estimation [284]. Due to the increased number of
sensors, the selection of current sensors in an IBS requires special consideration. This section
will give a summary of important requirements for potential sensor candidates. A brief
overview of suitable sensor principles is provided and promising methods are described.

In advance of selecting or developing a current sensor for an IBS, functional and non-
functional requirements have to be defined: The sensor has to support the full range of
the cell’s charge and discharge current. Given the trend to cells with higher and higher
capacity, this can range from tens to hundreds of amperes. Sensors in IBSs have to be able to
measure DC but should also provide sufficient bandwidth for the frequency ranges that are
required by certain monitoring functions. Features like EIS or Pulse Width Modulation (PWM)
significantly increase the required bandwidth in comparison to conventional systems.

Additionally, there are various requirements concerning the quality of the obtained mea-
surements. Measurement errors can affect functions like EIS as well as SOC and parameter
estimation. This in turn leads to increased safety margins that limit overall performance. Static
offset and gain errors are easily corrected in software, time, or temperature dependent error
drift is a more complex problem. Furthermore, nonlinearity can impair the spectra acquired
with EIS. These errors are difficult to compensate without time-consuming calibration. Sensor
noise compromises all monitoring functions. Signal processing methods, like filtering and
sensor fusion [283], help to reduce the effective noise power.

Research has been done on various current sensing techniques for a wide range
of applications [23,285-287]. Many of these techniques can be used for IBSs in EVs. The
suitability, however, greatly depends on the actual implementation of the system. In general,
current sensing techniques are categorized into resistive or electromagnetic methods.
While the former use a resistive element in the current path, the latter measure current by
measuring the electromagnetic field around a conductor.

A well-known resistive technique is to use a Current Sense Resistor (CSR), also
known as shunt resistor. Current sensing should not increase the parasitic resistance in
the current path; therefore, low resistance CSRs is used, and the resulting low voltage
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signal must be amplified. While the resistor itself is accurate and linear, the amplification
can impact measurement performance by introducing offset and gain errors as well as
nonlinearity [286]. Either the resistor’s parasitic inductance or the following amplifier may
limit the bandwidth of this technique. High precision CSRs are made of special alloys with
low temperature coefficients [286]. Additionally, temperature compensation may be used
to achieve good accuracy over a wide range.

Alternatively, one can use existing resistive elements for current sensing such as
wires or busbars. This reduces parasitic resistances but copper and aluminum, the typical
materials, have much higher temperature coefficients in comparison to CSRs. For short
conductor stretches, the low resistance makes the measurement of the resulting voltage
drop challenging. The high temperature coefficient makes temperature compensation
critical [286].

In IBSs with semiconductor actuators (see Section 4), switches can be used as a
resistive element. For Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor Field-Effect Transistors (MOSFETS), this
technique is known as Rpg(en)-current-sensing. However, the on-resistance of MOSFETs
is highly temperature dependent [287] and subject to production tolerances of die, package,
and connection to the circuit board. Temperature gradients inside the MOSFET increase the
complexity. The relatively high on-resistance, which is unavoidable regardless of current
measurement, makes this method a promising approach.

Another technique that relies on the on-resistance of MOSFETs, are Sense-FETs. This
special type of MOSFET provides a measurement current, via an internal current mirror
that is proportional to the primary current [287]. The current mirror ratio can be matched
to the application. The instantaneous ratio depends on the temperature distribution on the
die and the primary current. This makes precise measurement challenging [288].

While the aforementioned techniques require a galvanic connection to the primary
circuit, electromagnetic based techniques are inherently isolated [287]. This is beneficial
for high-voltage applications. A common technique is to combine a Hall-element with
a magnetic core in order to measure the magnetic field around the conductor [287]. The
core concentrates the magnetic flux at the sensing element and suppresses the influence of
external fields.

Electromagnetic sensors tend to behave nonlinear and show a temperature dependent
offset. To improve linearity, closed-loop sensors are applied. This sensor class uses a
compensation winding to operate the sensing element at a constant flux [286]. This in turn
increases power consumption.

The problem of offset drift is addressed by using better sensing elements. Fluxgate
sensors are used in high-precision current sensors due to their extremely low offset [286].
Over the past few years, various types of magnetoresistive current sensors have also come
onto the market but are still not widely adopted yet.

The demand for small size and high integration in an IBS makes coreless electromag-
netic sensors an appealing solution. Differential sensor arrangements are used to suppress
external fields [285]. Due to the confined space and resulting packing density in automotive
battery packs, crosstalk between neighboring cells is to be expected nevertheless.

While a lot of research has been done regarding current sensors in general, the authors
believe that additional research, targeting current sensing in IBSs, could lead the way to
more cost-effective solutions. For example, approaches to use knowledge of IBS system
behavior to compensate for errors, caused by low-cost sensors, with appropriate algorithms
have not yet been explored. Currently, we believe that CSRs offers the best performance
in a wide range of applications. In a system design that pursues maximum efficiency and
minimum cost, this solution is still far from optimal. There is still a lot of work to be done
in order to achieve an economic, energy efficient, and performant solution tailored to the
demands and challenges of IBSs.
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3.2. Voltage

Cell individual voltage measurement is already implemented in conventional Li-ion
battery systems. This is crucial for monitoring the upper and lower voltage limits of each
cell to prevent failure and damage. Voltage measurements are also required by all advanced
monitoring algorithms and are therefore an essential for IBSs.

In today’s battery systems, the cell voltage is most commonly captured by integrated
circuits, where the electrical signals are converted by ADCs and further processed by the
BMS controller. Precise data acquisition is an acquainted challenge. Usually, the accuracy is
limited to 1 mV, or more, for cost reasons. Higher measurement accuracy requires models
and look-up tables of corresponding quality, which is usually not the case, to be beneficial.
The trend to BMSs on cell level results in short wires. This is generally advantageous with
regard to signal integrity and Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) [15].

Further requirements may arise depending on the applied functionalities in an IBS. The
optimal sample rate depends on the algorithm that the measurement data are used for. For
monitoring the safety voltage limits, a sampling time of 1 Hz or even less is sufficient. State
and parameter estimation functions operate with sampling rates of 10 Hz-1 kHz. With regard
to high frequency switching (for example in inverter concepts, Section 4.3), the switching
frequency is in the range of many kHz, which severely affects the measurement process.

For impedance measurement, current and voltage have to be acquired synchronously.
Faced with a large amount of battery cells in the system, this task is challenging. Distributed
measurement systems are favorable, where the measurement hardware and its processing
is located close to each cell. In doing so, communication effort is kept low. Further thoughts
on impedance measurement are presented in the following section.

3.3. Impedance

The literature review of advanced monitoring in Section 2 shows that functions such as
SOH or SOF identification use impedance measurements in addition to cell voltage, current,
and temperature. They require measurements either at single frequencies or over a range of
frequencies also referred to as impedance spectrum. The metrological process of measuring
the impedance spectrum of an electrochemical cell is commonly called Electrochemical
Impedance Spectroscopy (EIS). However, in this section, the term is defined to include all
methods used with the intent of measuring impedance at arbitrary frequencies.

Literature on EIS is a broad topic, which can roughly be divided into the subdomains
of measurement, validation, and interpretation. A current review of the application of
EIS [289] covers all these subdomains and may serve as a starting point. In this contribution,
we will only review publications with a focus on the online implementation of EIS that
include experimental results of the proposed method. These limitations are made with the
intention of providing an overview of methods that are nearly applicable in IBSs.

The implementation of EIS requires to excite the cell, measure the response signal,
and evaluate the acquired data. These tasks are particularly challenging for large bat-
tery systems with small impedance. Measuring small impedances requires either large
excitation currents or sensitive, low-noise front-ends and data converters to be able to
measure the system response with sufficient accuracy for further processing. To enable
online measurements in commercial systems, the additional hardware costs should be kept
to a minimum. This is especially critical when impedance measurement is aimed to be
deployed on a module or cell level. The literature discussed in the following is further
summarized in Tables S1 and S2.

Methods that estimate ECM parameters from time domain data also fit the broad-
ened concept of EIS as the impedance of arbitrary frequencies can be extracted from the
ECM. However, related publications were already discussed in Section 2.2 and will not be
repeated here.

As the excitation source, linear [149,157,290,291] and switched mode
actuators [147,151,292-295] can be found in the literature. For cell level measurement,
linear excitation is a simple and common technique, whereas switched mode actuators
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tend to be employed for large cells or packs to create arbitrarily shaped excitation signals.
It is desirable to use either low-cost or already deployed hardware for this purpose. This
includes, for example, the use of active [296] and passive [143,147,297,298] cell balancers,
as well as more advanced methods such as using charging circuits [299,300] or the EV’s
traction inverter [207]. Switched mode actuators can be further differentiated based on
whether the energy used to excite the system is dissipated as heat [301-303] or redirected
to reduce power dissipation [292,296,304]. The latter is especially relevant for large battery
systems, where high currents are necessary to obtain a sufficient voltage response. Omit-
ting the actuators all together and measuring passively is also a viable option for many
systems [112,268,293,304-310]. This, however, requires the load current to exhibit dynamic
properties in order to be suitable as an excitation signal. Thus, in many cases, performing
passive measurements limits the usable frequency range [112,293]. Switching events in an
Reconfigurable Battery System (RBS) support the process of passive broadband impedance
measurement in a comparatively efficient manner [293,294]. Sophisticated methods for
excitation, using slightly modified existing hardware, are presented in [290,296,304]. The
work of Gong et al. demonstrates a unique hybrid architecture, combining the benefits of
linear and switched mode excitation [290].

Another challenging aspect of impedance measurement is the design of the Analog
Front End (AFE) for data acquisition. Single-ended and differential AFEs comprising
fixed or variable gain [292] amplifiers, Lowpass Filters (LPFs) for anti-aliasing, High Pass
Filters (HPFs) for removing low frequency and DC components [149,207,291,301], and more
advanced circuits are commonly found in the literature. A notable implementation was
described by Din et al. [296] using a digitally controlled DC servo amplifier for removing
DC offsets from the voltage signal to utilize a larger part of the ADC’s full-scale range.
The utilized servo amplifier also features a fourth order active LPF for anti-aliasing. A
CSR is most commonly used for current sensing [207,268,296,303,311], but Hall-effect
current transducers are utilized as well [112,293,294,301,302]. Low-cost implementations
use MCU internal SAR ADCs [157,292,300,301,304] in most cases. For more performant
systems, with an accuracy of >12bit, standalone SAR or delta-sigma ADCs are employed
typically [296,299,311-313].

Before transformation of the acquired data to the frequency domain, preprocessing is
performed. Preprocessing steps may include, for example, digital filtering [268,290,314], gain
and offset compensation [290,292], segmentation [112,315], windowing [112,306,307,316], zero-
padding [308], and down sampling [293,296,312]. Potential uses of digital filtering include
HPFs to remove low frequency components [290] and compensate for drift [314], Bandpass
Filters (BPFs) as preparation for correlation based postprocessing [268] as well as decimation
filters for down sampling [293,296].

For online impedance estimation, especially the usage of Discrete Fourier Transfor-
mation (DFT) based methods is widely accepted and applied in many publications. There
are also publications on time domain [268,291,317] and Laplace based [318,319] methods.
Laplace based methods, however, tend to suffer from high computational complexity and
are therefore challenging to implement on the resource constraint hardware of an online
measurement system [319]. The impedance is calculated based on Power Spectral Den-
sity (PSD) and Cross Power Spectral Density (CPSD) [112,207,292-294,320] or by directly
using the DFT of current and voltage [299,302,321]. PSD based approaches tend to yield
better results as they are less susceptible to noise and distortion. Such frequency domain
methods have not changed significantly since their introduction in 1982, when Osaka et
al. proposed the usage of the DFT for online voltammetry in analytical chemistry [322].
Depending on implementation and hardware platform, these calculations may impose a
significant computational burden.

To deal with this limitation, alternative approaches have been developed. Particularly
unconventional methods are proposed by Carkhuff et al. who use a root mean square
converter for magnitude measurement and an MCU timer peripheral as a phase detec-
tor [149]. Wang et al. calculate the impedance magnitude from the peak-to-peak ratio of
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the recorded current and voltage signals and the impedance argument from their relative
temporal offset [157]. These approaches, however, are best suited for sinusoidal excitation
and the absence of load current or other disturbances. More robust alternative approaches
are based on correlation of current and voltage in a selected frequency range [268], the
Goertzel algorithm [151,308,314], or single frequency DFT methods [296,300,311].

After impedance estimation, averaging may be utilized to reduce result variation
and allow for more accurate tracking of impedance changes over time [315]. Window
averaging [301], exponential averaging [297,306,315], and more advanced methods [305]
are proposed in the literature.

With cell level measurement in a multi cell system, the choice of a distributed architec-
ture with central excitation seems natural [151,290,310,311]. If the current measurement is
also performed centrally, a reduction in electronics cost is achieved. This, however, requires
a method to synchronize current and voltage measurement. Synchronization methods,
based on communication or radio signals, are proposed in [290,310,311]. In addition to po-
tentially reducing costs, the use of a distributed system allows for decentralized impedance
estimation, which can offload calculations from the main BMS and also reduce data traffic
in the communication system.

We draw a couple of conclusions from the present literature review. Regarding
methods for impedance estimation, no clear recommendations can be made since the
usability of the respective methods depends heavily on factors like excitation signal and
method, system architecture, or degree of disturbance during the measurement.

Distributed systems have shown good results for impedance measurement. They
require a mechanism for synchronizing the acquisition of voltage and current. The syn-
chronicity has a large impact on the precision of the impedance argument at higher fre-
quencies [311]. Further research in synchronization methods for BMS might therefore be
worthwhile as solutions for similar problems exist in other fields. Passive EIS was shown
to be feasible, but limitations of the instantaneous load current bandwidth have to be
addressed by using hybrid approaches that combine passive and active excitation [293,294].
If the computational complexity and disturbance susceptibility of Laplace-based process-
ing were overcome, implementations using impulse excitation could provide a promising
alternative to Fourier-based approaches. This would enable the accurate transformation
of transient processes, without the need for windowing and the consequential distortion
of the results [318,319]. Averaging is shown to positively influence measurement quality
and is therefore recommended, especially for measurements with low SNR [315]. It can
be performed on frequency domain data as well as impedance data. To further reduce
cost and enable compact solutions, chip-level integration of dedicated battery EIS hard-
ware, combining multiple components of the signal path on a single chip, needs to be
promoted [290,310].

The complexity of obtaining accurate impedance data is largely influenced by the
cell under test. Measurements on small, high energy density cells with relatively high
impedance are significantly easier to perform, since the system’s response to a given ex-
citation current will be higher compared to large, high power density cells. By varying
environmental factors, like ambient temperature, the cell’s impedance can be further influ-
enced to suit the measurement system and enhance the experimental results. The reader is
therefore advised to consider the magnitude of the impedance as an indicator for the intri-
cacy of performing the measurement rather than the cell type or measurement conditions.

Given the multitude of factors that influence the measurement quality of EIS, it is clear
that a holistic approach that considers all steps of the measurement process must be taken
to bring online EIS to the module or even cell level.

In summary, the present literature review leaves the impression that the online esti-
mation of battery impedance is feasible for applications, even though there is not a proven,
almost standard set of approaches, yet, and it still requires significant effort. If the applica-
tion of online impedance information results in clear benefits, the effort is justified, and
there is enough research to point early adopters in a promising direction.
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3.4. Temperature

It is well known that the temperature is one of the most crucial parameters for safe and
reliable operation of Li-ion cells. In state-of-the-art BEV, a limited number of temperature
sensors are distributed within the battery, providing information to the BMS.

Due to their low cost and robustness, thermo-resistive devices such as thermistors
with Negative Thermal Coefficient (NTC) are mostly used for temperature measurements
in Li-ion EV batteries and portable devices [323,324]. Thermo-junctive devices (thermo-
couples), based on the Seebeck effect, are also broadly used in multiple studies [325,326]
exhibiting good reliability and decent accuracy. Other methods such as thermal imag-
ing [327,328], Johnson noise [329,330], and liquid crystals, despite their benefits, are too
pricy and/or too bulky to be used in mass applications.

However, to improve the safety and the overall efficiency of the battery systems,
the rising number of fails and fires reveals the necessity of cell individual temperature
monitoring [134]. Therefore, in recent years, a significant amount of scientific work was
conducted to develop new approaches and sensors for temperature monitoring in Li-ion
battery systems.

Various studies show that, due to the large thermal mass and the anisotropic thermal
conductivity of the jelly roll the difference of internal and external temperatures can be
significant, especially at high currents [325,328,331]. As a consequence, the internal cell
temperature is often underestimated by external temperature measurements [332].

A rising number of scientific works focus on integration of temperature sensor in the
Li-ion cells. Although cell internal sensors provide technically significant benefits for the
safe and reliable operation of Li-ion cells, their implementation proves to be challenging
and costly. Several requirements have to be fulfilled for sensors to be successfully integrated
within commercial Li-ion cells for BEVs:

¢  low costs;

e  small size, so that the volumetric energy density of the cell is not significantly reduced

* long term chemical stability towards the electrolyte;

* negligible impact on the cell performance;

*  compatible with the cell assembly process;

e reliable operation at least for eight to ten years depending on the local geopolitical
regulations.

Thin film temperature sensors based on thermistor and thermocouple technology
are low cost and small-sized, however, need to be isolated from the aggressive liquid
electrolyte of the Li-ion cells. Thereby, the used materials as well as the processing methods
need to be considered for reliable and reproducible long term operation. Several studies
use polyimide materials as support material or protective coating due to its very good
thermal conductivity and chemical stability in polar aprotic solvents [333-335].

Mutyala et al. [334] reported a technique to fabricate a flexible thin film K-type ther-
mocouple device embedded in polyimide and transferred to a thin copper foil. The sensor,
which was attached to the outer face of the jelly roll of a 3 Ah NMC/graphite pouch cell,
showed reliable behavior during the charging and discharging of the cell at different
C-rates (see Figure 5a).
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Figure 5. Integration of various sensors: (a) Thermocouple attached to the outer face of the cell stack of a 3 Ah pouch cell [334]. (b) NTC thermistors integrated within the cell stack of
a 5.5 Ah pouch cell (A-D) and in the mandrel core of an 18650 cylindrical cell (E-H) [331]. (c) RTDs integrated within electrode cavities [333]. (d) Integration of an Fiber Bragg Grating
Sensor (FBG) within the cell stack of a 15 Ah pouch cell [336]. All reprinted with the permission of Elsevier, 2021.
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However, the authors do not report behavior and stability of the sensor over continu-
ous cycling. Martiny et al. use a polyimide substrate to fabricate thin K-type thermocouple
sensor assembly (54 pm) by sputtering Ni and Cu. Subsequently, the sensor, covered by
a polyimide tape, is inserted in a 2 Ah Lithium Cobalt Oxide (LCO)/graphite cell [335].
The authors report that, while no influence from the sensor on the cell response is ob-
served, the behavior of the sensor after few cycles is unreliable and irreproducible, most
probably due to electrolyte leakage. The same group reports similar behavior for 27 pm
sensors using as a protective Parylene C coating, deposited via vapor deposition polymer-
ization [337]. After the cell disassembly, damaged coating as well as massive corrosion
of the Cu is observed. Although Parylene C exhibits high chemical stability and forms
thin pinhole free coatings, its poor adhesion in liquid environments is generally an is-
sue [338]. Fleming et al. [331] report a stable behavior of NTC thermistors with Parylene C
protective coating, integrated directly into the mandrel core of 3 Ah Lithium Nickel Cobalt
Aluminum Oxide (NCA)/graphite 18650 cell as shown in Figure 5b. After the attachment
of the thermistor to a polyimide substrate, the authors apply 1 um Parylene C coating via
vacuum deposition. According to the authors, the integrated sensors are durable and have
no adverse effect on the cell performances for the studied period of three months. The
authors report similar behavior when the sensor is integrated between the middle layers of
the jelly roll of a 5.5 Ah LCO/graphite pouch cell (see Figure 5b). Although the authors
do not observe an impact of the sensor integrated in the middle of the pouch cell, it is
to be expected that the sensor would impede the ionic flow at this position between the
electrodes, especially when the cells are compressed within a module.

Zhu et al. [333] suggest the integration of several thin polyimide embedded platinum
RTDs in specially created cavities within the electrodes, so that the ionic flow is not
disturbed (Figure 5c). The cells show a stable behavior over 100 charge/discharge cycles;
however, a slight reduction of the cell capacity is apparent due to removal of active material.

3.5. Mechanical and Volumetric Change Detection

Another important parameter that is changing during the operation of Li-ion cells,
is the mechanical stress induced in the cells by the main reversible intercalation and
deintercalation of Li-ions and the side reactions. Due to lithium exchange between the
electrodes, the active material contracts and expands. This effect is called breathing and
is directly related to the lithiation of the electrodes. Irreversible aging effects, such as
SEI growth and electrolyte decomposition, cause permanent expansion of the cell, called
swelling. Additional information about the mechanical changes within the cell has the
potential to significantly improve the in operando determination of SOC and SOH of the
individual cells in the battery system. It can also support the early detection of safety
critical events [339-342]. The general methods that are used for monitoring mechanical
effects in individual Li-ion cells are summarized in two recent reviews [343,344].

In real applications, the volume changes are impeded by mechanical constraints, such as
cell and module housing, inducing strain within the cells [343]. Few studies suggest the com-
bination of thermal and strain sensors to simultaneously monitor the temperature and the
mechanical changes within the cell during operation for improved and efficient assessment.

Knobloch et al. [345,346] report the design of a thin sensor platform containing plat-
inum RTDs for temperature measurements and a flat spiral eddy current displacement
sensor. The sensor platform is attached to the housing of prismatic 5 Ah NMC/graphite
cells and the cells are assembled into modules, so that the sensor platforms are positioned
in between the cells [345]. Moreover, the authors instrument a 2014 Hybrid Electric Ford
Focus battery pack, containing 76 compressed cells, with 19 sensor platforms [346]. Al-
though the authors observe the expansion and contraction of the cells during charging
and discharging, only the deflection of the cell in the lower SOC range is measured, due to
the resolution of the eddy current sensor and the low displacement of the hard cased cells
under compression. Nevertheless, the authors report that the cell individual RTDs detect
the temperature changes better than the few original thermistors in the battery pack.
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Hu et al. [26] prepare a health monitoring sensor consisting of piezoelectric/pyroelectric
polymer array (vinylidene fluoride-trifluoroethylene) and a thin-film transistor array by an in
situ poling process. Attached to a Li-ion cell, the polymer array provides a real-time response
to externally applied mechanical and thermal changes while the thin-film transistor array
responds to quasi-static mechanical damage with a high resolution of 50 pm. According to
the authors, the suggested monitoring sensor can be used as an early warning of mechanical
and thermal damage.

Another popular approach for measuring the mechanical changes and the temperature
in Li-ion cells is the integration of Fiber Bragg Grating Sensors (FBGs) [347]. FBGs are
light-weight, small-sized, tolerant to EMI, and electrically insulating which makes them very
attractive for application as internal sensors in Li-ion cells. FBGs are sensitive to temperature
changes that influence the refraction index and cause thermal expansion of the optical fiber.
Moreover, the Bragg wavelength is affected by strain due to physical elongation of the FBG and
photo-elastic effects. Thus, many studies utilize the sensitivity of the FBG to simultaneously
monitor the temperature and the surface or internal strain of Li-ion cells.

Several works claim that the integration of FBGs into the mandrel core of cylindrical
cells is a promising method for in situ monitoring of the internal temperature [348-350].
However, it needs to be verified that the integrated sensor of the cell is not blocking the
mandrel. Clogging the mandrel will increase the risk of cell bursting as it provides a path
for molten material and gases to flow to the burst vent in the case of thermal runway [351].

Other contributions show that FBGs, attached to the surface of free standing pouch or
prismatic cells, provide meaningful and reliable data on the temperature and mechanical
changes occurring as a function of the SOC during operation [352-354]. It is shown that
FBGs exhibit 28 % lower rise time compared to K-Type thermocouples, emphasizing their
real-time monitoring capabilities [355]. Furthermore, it is suggested that FBGs are deploy-
able within the jelly roll or even in the electrode coatings [336,356-359]. The mechanical and
temperature changes during operation can be precisely monitored in this position. More
comprehensive information on the application of FBGs are found in recently published
reviews [134,343].

Despite the promising results, several issues regarding the integration of FBGs in real
applications should be considered. Few studies report that internally integrated optical
fibers can cause significant mechanical damage to the electrodes and the separator during cell
operation [353,357,358]. However, Raghavan et al. manage to successfully embed optical fibers
during the assembly of 15 Ah pouch cells with LG Chem’s stack-and-fold bi-cell structure (see
Figure 5d) and report stable cycling behavior even during stress test [336]. Moreover, the
authors emphasize the applicability of their approach to EV batteries and project the costs
up to the system level [211,336]. The additional cost is significant and thus regarded as an
obstacle for the successful application of FBGs as cell integrated sensors.

The application of optical sensors for the characterization of Li-ion cells gained sig-
nificant popularity in the scientific literature recently. Several publications of the same
research group report measurements of the SOC of small laboratory cells. An optical fiber
is embedded into the graphite anode to exploit the strong correlation of the graphite’s
reflectance in the near-infrared band and the anode’s lithiation [212-214,360]. The authors
suggest the application of in situ fiber evanescent wave spectroscopy (FEWS) as a cost-
effective, real-time, and robust method to monitor the optical changes of the graphite anode
during operation. Their preliminary studies show that the capacity fade of the anode can
be monitored in operando [361]. However, the presence of the optical fiber within the elec-
trode can impair the lithiation in the vicinity of the sensor, impeding the Li-ion diffusion
similar to defect-induced diffusion behavior changes [362]. Moreover, further studies on
larger cells, where the SOC distribution within the jelly roll is more inhomogeneous, are
essential for further consideration of FEWS for application in real battery systems.

In recent years, ultrasonic probing is gaining popularity as a non-invasive technique
for characterization of commercial Li-ion cells. In ultrasonic measurements, an actuator
emits a wave which propagates through the medium and a sensor measures the system'’s
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response to the excitation [343]. The measurements can be performed in reflection, through-
plane, or in-plane modes, depending on the position of emitter and receiver. The higher
the density of the sample, the higher the attenuation of the signal.

The performed studies reveal that SOC and SOH of Li-ion cells can be successfully
estimated by ultrasonic probing. According to the literature, the mechanical changes that
arise during operation, can be monitored by tracking the propagation speed as well as the
amplitude of the signal. Davies et al. report that the propagation time and intensity of
the through-thickness bulk waves can be used as predictors for SOC and SOH estimation.
They use cell voltage, Time-of-Flight (TOF), and total signal amplitude metrics to train a
simple machine learning model. According to the authors, an SOC prediction error of £1 %
is achieved [363].

Moreover, it is suggested that ultrasonic probing can be integrated into EVs and
portable devices by using basic signal processing electronics and simple piezoelectric
transducers [364]. Another use case is end-of-life assessment [365]. The majority of the
studies use high frequency transducers, such as piezoelectric transducers. They offer
an opportunity for smaller packaging, since the active element thickness is inversely
proportional to ultrasonic wavelength [363]. Some authors suggest the operation at lower
frequencies which enables the analysis of slow compressional waves [366].

Table 6 provides an overview of the research on ultrasonic probing for characteriza-
tion of Li-ion batteries. The performed studies imply that ultrasonic probing of Li-ion cells
is a promising technique for state assessment of different cell compositions. However, the
majorities of the studies are performed with relatively small single pouch cells, and it is
shown that the acoustic behavior becomes more complex as the number of pass-through
layers grows [364]. Further studies on larger cells are necessary in order to access the
applicability of ultrasonic sensors in EV battery systems. There is also a lack of studies
on prismatic cells with wound jelly roll structure. In addition, concepts and examples for
integration of the sensors on module and system level have not been yet reported.

Table 6. Application of ultrasonic probing for characterization of Li-ion cells in the literature. All cells feature graphite

anodes. Abbreviations: pouch (po), cylindrical (cy).

Cell Type  Capacity Frequency Operation Mode Application
temporally resolved pulse-receive stress induced failure [367]
LCOpo 210mAh 2.25MHz acoustic TOF measurements SOC/SOH
LCO po 200 mAh 2.25MHz transmission mode SOC/SOH estimation [363]
LFP po n.a. n.a. n.a.
pulse echo mode through detection of local
S Sl transmission mode degradation [368]
LCO po 200 kHz transmission mode SOC determination [366]
LCO po 2.25MHz pulse echo mode SOC determination [364]
NCA cy n.a. through transmission mode n.a.
NMC po n.a. in-plane and through-plane modes ST BT C T i

NMCpo  3.65Ah

NMC po

100-200 kHz

200-600kHz  non-contact air-coupled

high temperature abuse [369]

SOC determination intercalation
staging [370]

SOC determination [371]

acousto-ultrasonic guided waves
in-plane mode

4. Reconfiguration in Intelligent Battery Systems

Advanced monitoring with the necessary implementation of sensors in an IBS solves
the challenge of unknown single cell states in automotive battery systems. However, even if
the cell states are known and potentially weak cells are identified, the fixed interconnection
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of multiple battery cells in today’s automotive battery systems prevents flexible interven-
tion. The conceptualization of a multi-cell topology is defined in the battery design process
and is permanently linked during production via rigid electrical connections. However,
the operation of the entire system has to be restricted in such a way that the conditions are
acceptable for each cell in the battery [372,373]. A promising technology to overcome these
limitations is reconfiguration which has been widely discussed in the literature.

For this work, an IBS with reconfiguration functionality is called Reconfigurable

Battery System (RBS), which is defined by the following capabilities in its minimum
configuration (see also Figure 6):

The smallest unit in an RBS can be a single cell or multiple cells combined. Since these
cells do not necessarily have to be cells of the same type or even battery cells, the
smallest unit is referred to as Energy Storage Unit (ESU) (Figure 6a). However, in the
case of multiple cells, the flexibility of having influence on each individual energy
storage decreases [374].

An RBS is characterized by the fact that connections between the inherent ESUs can
be changed during operation. As visualized in Figure 6b, an ESU can have three
different states:

- An ESU can be switched out of the power path, while the power path is either
further maintained after switching of the ESU (bypass state) and/or the switching
of the ESUs disrupts the power path (idle state).

- An ESU is switched into the power path (active state).

An important feature of RBSs is that these states are reversible and can be repeated
multiple times during operation. Furthermore, such a system can be designed in a
way that it contains multiple load paths and that an ESU is assignable to one or more
of them. It is worth noting that an RBS needs to be able to change its configuration in
real-time depending on system state [372,373].

ESU “A” ESU “B” ESU “Z”

= O (S (S = R
(=—)
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(a) Several possible ESUs as smallest unit in an RBS.
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(c) Schematic representations of RBS Types 1-3.

Figure 6. (a) Visualization of possible ESUs including single cells, multiple cells, and different cell types. (b) A serial

connected RBS with half bridge microtopology and all possible switching states. (c) Schematic representation of RBS

Types 1-3 with the respective output voltage waveforms.
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Reconfiguration actively controls the energy flow through the battery system. As
a consequence, new opportunities arise to influence system states in the battery system
during operation and over lifetime. In addition, RBSs gain flexibility and scalability com-
pared to conventional battery systems and increase their tolerance to failures of individual
ESUs [372,373,375,376]. Different general expansion types of RBSs are differentiated in
Figure 6c¢, since not all applications require an RBS with its maximum possible configura-
tion or functionality. These general types are introduced by the example of a two-switch
microtopology in serial configuration. The multitude of possibilities of different micro- and
macrotopologies will be shown in the following sections:

RBS Type 1 uses reconfiguration to directly change the state of an individual ESU. The
main goal of this expansion level is to change or adjust the SOC [377-380], the
temperature, and the SOH of an individual ESU as well as to guarantee its operation
in case of single ESU failure [379,381]. Reconfiguration is thus used to influence
internal states so that the batteries performance matches a new one’s for as long
as possible. Since it has the same electrical output characteristics as a conventional
battery but an extended lifetime, this technology can directly replace conventional
battery systems in BEVs.

RBS Type 2 performs reconfiguration dynamically and continuously to achieve the de-
sired condition to operate the load, resulting in AC output voltage wave-forms. This
leads to a transfer of the power electronics into the battery system and thus a fu-
sion of both components. In the literature, Type 2 is referred to as an Multilevel
Inverter (MLI) [382]. Commonly, the system is arranged in multiple strings of ESUs
to supply multi-phase AC. In an electric drive train, an IBS with MLI technology can
directly operate an electrical machine without additional components.

RBS Type 3 are battery systems in the form of Type 1 or Type 2. They are used to operate
different types of ESUs in one system. This type is called Hybrid Battery Storage
System with the goal to combine ESUs e.g., with different energy storage capability
or different power ratings [374]. With Type 3, an automobile manufacturer can, for
example, replace defective cells in a battery system of an older costumer vehicle, even
if the battery technology has changed in the meantime.

4.1. Basic Functions

The integration of switches into the battery system enables the BMS to directly control
the operation of individual ESUs. In this way, it is possible to define which ESU actively
contributes to the operation of the load. Furthermore, the load on the ESU has a significant
influence on internal state variables of the ESU, such as the SOC, temperature, or aging.
Reconfigurable IBSs can exploit this impact to increase the performance of the battery
system. Thereby, the basic functions are mostly implemented with a single cell ESU, since
balancing, detection, and handling of bad blocks is mainly dedicated to single cells.

4.1.1. Bad Block Management

As shown in Section 2.1, IBSs are equipped with the potential for extended fault
diagnosis. In addition, with an RBS, a new control lever is established at the ESU level
while conventional battery systems have no ability of error handling, except shutting
down the entire system. In a first step, the switches of an RBS can be used to identify
weak cells, since they are advantageously for active fault diagnosis [32,383,384]. Secondly,
cells with unusual behavior can be removed from the load path at an early stage without
having to interrupt the operation of the load [385]. Such procedures are called Bad-Block-
Management (BBM).

With a cell detected as abnormal, an RBS has the capability to reduce its effective
operating time by dynamic bypassing or by switching off the cell permanently. The decisive
factor is whether the state of a cell is defined as safe or unsafe for further operation [386].
Already, RBS Type 1 allows for an improved localization of faults within the battery
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system [32]. This is possible since RBSs can operate even if some ESUs are isolated or
bypassed as long as the load demands can be fulfilled, and the battery system safety
boundaries are taken into account. However, each isolated cell further limits the electrical
performance of the battery system.

There are methods that try to tolerate ESU failures completely maintaining the elec-
trical performance for a certain number of ESU failures [385]. For this purpose, redundant
ESUs is kept available, which are not integrated into the operation or are cyclically ex-
changed with active ESUs [387,388]. This oversizing makes the system heavier, bulkier,
costlier, and less efficient, since even bypassed cells generate ohmic losses while the maxi-
mum possible voltage is not used. RBSs usually has a large number of redundant switching
states. However, the load can be operated normally even in the case of an error. If no
redundant hardware is available, the full control is limited only by the faulty ESU [384,389].

A further aspect of dynamic BBM comprising weak but safe cells is that the individual
cell states are influenced by the BBM procedures [386]. Related to the thermal interactions,
this aspect is discussed in Section 4.1.3.

For multi-phase systems of RBS Type 2, it is important to note that mostly symmetrical
output voltage systems are needed, so that an ESU failure in one phase will affect the other
phases in order to maintain the symmetry [389]. Thus, for AC voltage systems, more
sophisticated methods are found in the literature, which enable increased fault tolerance
without over-dimensioning. These methods do not require any additional hardware, since
they are based purely on the control of the RBSs. These are procedures of the Neutral
Point Shift (NPS) [385,390,391]. The NPS for fault tolerant operation tries to maximize the
load voltage by adjusting the phase shifts of the output system bringing the load voltage
systems amplitudes as close as possible to the desired original system [381,392-394].

4.1.2. Balancing

Deviations in SOC between ESUs can be caused by internal or external influences [373].
Internal imbalances are manufacturing variances, which are production-related differences
in the capacities, internal resistances [395,396], and self-discharge rates [397]. Examples for
external influences are the discharge via non-ideal parts of electronic circuits or safety com-
ponents, leading to effects similar to self-discharge [396]. Both classes of influencing factors
are subject to environmental influences such as temperature [396,397]. Since the ESUs in
a conventional battery system is permanently connected to each other, the entire battery
system can only be operated until the limits of the weakest cell are reached, even if other
ESUs have not yet reached their cell-specific limits [372,376,396]. These differences can
increase over the lifetime of the ESUs [376,398,399]. To prevent this, balancing procedures
are implemented in battery systems.

Three types of balancing methods can be distinguished in conventional Li-ion bat-
tery systems: shunting, shuttling, and energy conversion. Shunting is often referred
to as passive balancing [395] as the energy conversion is dissipative [400,401]. For the
shuttling method and energy converter method, there are different topology architec-
tures [395,402-404]. A classification can be made on the basis of energy flow either from
single cell to pack, pack to single cell, or single cell to single cell. In general, the energetic
poor passive balancing seems to have established itself in practice at present conven-
tional battery system due to best cost-benefit ratio. There have been numerous reviews
of these conventional methods concerning hardware and operating strategies in recent
years [395,402-404]. In general, these methods can also be used in IBSs with an adequate
operating strategy. At this point, we focus on a different balancing method, which shifts
energy between the load and the ESU by using the reconfigurability of an RBS.

For RBS Type 1, where the output voltage must not change or should only change very
slowly in relation to the discharge time, a compromise must be found between balancing
functionality and output voltage quality. This is in order to create degrees of freedom for
balancing on the one hand and on the other hand to minimize battery losses and meet the
voltage requirements of the load. Manenti et al. [379] consider this condition as fulfilled if
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in large battery systems the weakest cell is taken out of the cell compound for adjusting
SOC during operation. In this case, the previous redundant cell is switched back into the
load path as a new one is isolated. Practical validation shows the feasibility of this method.

Bouchhima et al. [405] utilize dynamic programming to solve a finite horizon nonlin-
ear optimal control problem using network modeling in order to find optimal distribution
of balancing impact. The algorithm decides how much balancing is currently justified to
achieve minimal power losses, if future charges are comparable to historic power distri-
butions. The authors show that the model is robust against inaccurate power prediction.
The approach is advanced and designed for online application, but the algorithm becomes
computationally complex when applied to larger battery systems.

In contrast to the systems described above, RBS Type 2 permanently changes its
output voltage. The discharge time is orders of magnitude greater than the cycle times of
the periodic voltage changes. Thus, charge balancing methods are an integral component,
since these systems use reconfiguration for the adjustment of the output voltage [406,407]
with the charge withdrawal being cell-individual. It is irrelevant for the output voltage
for which ESUs are cascaded to form the output voltage as long as the sum of the voltages
produces an acceptable output voltage level. This results in intrinsic degrees of freedom
for balancing.

Focusing on RBS Type 2, a simple balancing-algorithm is implemented
in [380,387,408,409]. Thereby, the assignments of the ESUs to the voltage units are pe-
riodically rotated. Therefore, the average load times are theoretically identical for all
ESUs over the entire operation time. The method is statically not able to compensate for
deviations of ESU or for example initial SOC deviations.

A comparable method is used by Babaei et al. [410], where a shift angle optimization
for energy equalization is proposed. However, this method only considers the charge
inequalities that are introduced due to the multi-phase functionality. The actual load is
taken into account; however, classical reasons for charge differences like self-discharge and
capacity differences are not considered.

Chang et al. [411] present a phase-shift carrier modulation for an active cell voltage
equalization, where a closed-loop controller adjusts the phase shift angles according to
voltage inequalities. Nevertheless, due to the carrier-based method, only voltage and not a
SOC-based balancing can be performed [411,412]. Due to aging, this can lead to short-term
load balancing processes reducing the effectiveness of the procedure.

Methods using sorting algorithms in combination with an RBS are often used to
achieve equally charged battery systems [413—415]. Their aim is to assign higher charged
cells to lower voltage levels, since these levels are operated longer resulting from the
typically sinusoidal-shaped waveform of the output voltages. The sorting algorithm
evaluates voltages or SOC and adopts evolving differences in a closed loop overall battery
control strategy during operation.

Goetz et al. [416] introduce balancing strategies for topologies with parallel connect-
ing capability. For this kind of topology, cells are not switched in idle, but the individual cell
load is reduced through parallelization of cells. Therefore, besides minimization of losses,
the controller keeps track of the maximum time each cell was in a parallel configuration.

Especially for RBS Type 2 in star-configured macrotopology, three or more phase
strings are set up. Usually, each string consists of a number of serial cascaded ESUs. To
operate a three-phase load, all three phases are needed. Therefore, a balancing between the
phases has to be considered to prevent early stopping due to under- or overcharge of one
string while the other two strings are still operable [406,407]. To ensure inter-phase balanc-
ing for a converter topology, an asymmetric power distribution over the three phases of a
three-phase converter must be established. Therefore, the overall performance must corre-
spond to the required performance. Hardware solutions are one option, but they are bulky
and expensive. In the literature, multiple software approaches are investigated [417-419].

Balancing by reconfiguration is a convenient way for RBS to solve balancing issues
in a simple and flexible way. It is superior to conventional balancing systems because



Energies 2021, 14, 5989

32 0f 82

it is software-based and no additional hardware is required. Furthermore, it is truly
lossless and adjustable to different balancing needs over lifetime. However, balancing by
reconfiguration is only possible in operation with load currents.

Even though balancing by reconfiguration is generally based on the same principle for
all RBS types, a distinction must be made in the application between RBS Type 1, Type 2,
and Type 3. For RBS Type 1, balancing is in general in direct conflict with energy efficiency
for all balancing strategies, since the output voltage is reduced when cells are switched
out of the load path. However, in the opinion of the authors, the simple redundant cell
approach is a sufficient method for most applications and can also be used with a rule-based
on/ off strategy to optimize efficiency based on different load situations.

Advanced balancing approaches do theoretically have better efficiency by finding
optimal solutions, but this does not seem to justify the computational effort in terms of
energy and hardware costs. These algorithms constantly try to exploit off-peak periods.
However, these are abundant in the operation of electric cars and therefore do not need to
be used particularly efficiently.

For RBS Type 2, balancing becomes an integral part of the system but is intrinsic and
truly lossless, as reconfiguration is part of generating AC output voltages. A reasonable
approach might consider equal load methods to reduce balancing effort by a static balancing
rule, but do not consider ESU differences. Additional methods should be used to account
for random ESU state deviations based on the actual system states. Since these effects
are small, the balancing methods should again be as simple as possible and balance the
different SOCs of the ESUs in a controlled manner. In RBS Type 3, the inherent balancing
properties of RBS are exploited to combine heterogeneous ESUs into a single battery system.
Depending on the degree of inhomogeneity, more advanced balancing procedures may be
required to manage the balancing effort.

4.1.3. Wear Leveling

The term balancing is usually limited to SOC balancing. However, the given methods
can also be extended to other ESU states. In the literature, there is also an attempt to
adjust the aging behavior of ESUs in a battery systems [376,420] and often the temperature
is included in this context due to its relation to aging and safety [421,422]. Operating
every cell in a module/system the temperature depends in general on the cell specific heat
generation of various cells and their position regarding the cooling system. If it is possible
to bypass cells in the system, the local heat generation of the bypassed cell is approximately
zero, while the cell current of the remaining active cells increases automatically to meet the
performance requirement. With knowledge of the resulting thermal behavior regarding
bypassing a cell or a parallel string, it is possible to implement intelligent algorithms that
perform balancing by switching not only for the thermal state. Furthermore, the focus
of wear leveling is to optimize multi-dimensional inhomogeneities e.g., of SOC, current,
temperature, and aging [2] comprehensively within the system.

Bouchhima et al. [423] evaluate the possible impact of an RBS on the main driver for
aging of Li-ion batteries including cell temperature, OCV, Depth of Discharge (DOD), and
charge throughput. Since most of these parameters are influenceable by reconfiguration,
an aging model is introduced. Based on the calendric and cyclic factors, a significant
enhancement on the battery lifetime and energy throughput over lifetime with an RBS is
achieved. Moreover, it is shown that cell inhomogeneity decreases with RBS operation.
Kleiner et al. [424] introduced an adaptive balancing algorithm with the focus on thermal
homogeneity implemented on a reconfigurable module hardware. Thereby, the authors
pointed out the resulting thermal effects of the current increase as well as the interactions
of temperature and SOC homogeneity related to RBS procedures. Atlaf et al. [421] consider
the simultaneous balancing of SOC and temperature. The close dependence of the two
quantities on the current flow is modeled, and an active balancing of SOC and temperature
is illustrated in a suitable control strategy. However, the use of the predictive control frame-
work solves a rather complex control problem which is computationally expensive. This



Energies 2021, 14, 5989

33 of 82

fact is addressed in [425], where model predictive control and an orthogonal decomposi-
tion into two problems are implemented. Thereby, the temperature and the SOC-balancing
are solved with limited knowledge on future load information. The presented methods
are strongly based on a suitable aging model. Li et al. [420] propose a method that focuses
on the change of the SOC while the cells are loaded with the same power. This is to detect
deviations in the capacity and the internal resistances. The method has been designed on
an MLI and considers circulating currents.

Generally, multi-objective wear leveling approaches become maximum attractive
with RBS in combination with advanced monitoring procedures. Not only dual-objective
balancing of SOC and temperature but further important states or influences on the wear
level, such as SOH and fault states, can be integrated. The goal is to find the optimal
load scheduling for the specific system in combination with the application. However, the
influence of switching procedures on aging or efficiency aspects as mentioned in Section 5.4
should not be neglected.

4.2. Switching Topologies

The functionality of reconfiguring ESUs is nowadays technically implemented by the
design of a connection network between the ESU and the selective insertion of switching
elements into the network trajectories. The interconnection of the ESU and the circuit
network is also referred to as a module. In such systems, these modules are reconfigurable
with each other, since the switching elements are able to activate and deactivate electrical
connections [375,426,427].

In the following, only cascaded topologies are considered in which each ESU can be
assigned to a defined structure of switching elements and connection paths. Therefore,
known MLI classes such as Flying Capacitor (FC) [428] and Neutral Point Clamped (NPC)
topologies [429,430] are not considered. The structure of the electrical paths within a
module, which connects a number of module terminals directly or via switching units
with the terminals of the ESU, is referred to as microtopology [374]. By multiple use of
this microtopology in an electrically cascaded manner, a larger storage system can be
created which has a higher voltage and/or current carrying capacity. The result of the
cascading process is called macrotopology, where the microtopologies can be switched
in series, parallel, or both [416,431,432]. Possible topology implementations for RBSs are
therefore not necessarily of the same quality, since they can vary in the number of inherent
switching devices or in the way they are interconnected. For this reason, a large part of the
recent research dealing with RBSs is focused on the development of innovative and most
appropriate structures. Topologies in general differ in the number of inherent switches,
their arrangement as well as the presence of possible connections between the ESUs. In
addition, they are distinguished depending on the number of immanent electrical ESUs
and their resulting voltage value.

4.2.1. Microtopology

In Table 7, various different microtopologies are listed. They mainly differ in their
respective functional range. Simple structures, such as the half bridge proposed by
Darco et al. [413], provide the basic functions for an RBS in serial configuration. The half
bridge design is one of the most frequently used topologies for RBSs today [375,381,408,
413,433-443]. The main advantage of this topology is its low complexity. For this reason,
the circuit is used in applications ranging from pure RBS Type 1 to voltage adjustable batter-
ies like MLIs (RBS Type 2 and 3). They are able to disconnect any ESU from the load path
without interrupting the supply to the load [375,434]. The switching state of each module
is independent of the switching states of the other modules [375,413,433,434,438,444-446].
Due to the great importance of the half bridge topology, investigations have been made
to further improve this circuit by minimizing the number of switches in the load path,
while maintaining the same functionality. Choi et al. proposed in [447] a Prior half bridge
topology. It is characterized by having one switch in the load path for the case of an
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active ESU, whereby no switch is in current path if the ESU is bypassed. However, this
drastic reduction in switches causes dependencies that inhibit ESU-independent bypassing.
The half bridge topology is suitable for most RBSs. Drive applications require sinusoidal
voltages and currents that contain positive and negative voltage segments. The half bridge
misses the function of polarity reversal at the module terminals though.

Table 7. Overview of microtopologies from the literature with the number of submodules N and the instantaneous output
level n. All associated macrotopologies achieve the full 2N + 1 output levels but may need a polarity reversal circuit to do
so. The number of switches is counted with respect to the macrotopology, which includes the potential polarity reversal
circuit. Abbreviations: serial switches (SS), total switches (TS), polarity reversal (PR), serial bypass (SB), parallelization (PA),
external (ext), internal (int), Common Emitter Bidirectional Switched Based MLI (CEBS).

Microtopology SS TS PR SB PA
Half Bridge _[
[375,381,408,413,433-443] N+2 2N +4 ext yes no
Prior Half Bridge n+2
[447] LO Level 0: 2 2N +2 ext no no

OJ Level N: N +1
Cross-Switched 0} N+1 IN 42 - o o
[448] &]/
Cascaded Cross-Switched } 3 N 3N ot o o
[449] _I \ 5 y
CEBS
o—i 4 4N + 4 int no no
[450]
Full Bridge IDa
[380,385,407,410,418,419, 2N 4N int es no
7 y
435,451-456]
ECSE]\T oy>; ~N+1 AN +2 int yes no
——0

Marx
[458-461] 2 <N+2 3N +4 ext yes yes
MMSPC gj_f f_ﬁg .
[416,431,435] | B <N 8N int yes yes
H1H: -
[455,462,463] T < 2N IN int yes yes
PECIN <

[464] I <N+1 6N +2 int yes yes
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In [437,440,465], this problem is solved on the macrotopology level by connecting an
external polarity unit in the form of a full bridge at the terminals of the entire cascaded
string composed of the half bridge circuits.

In order to avoid this external device or a reduction of the maximum output level
of the battery system, further research was carried out to create this functionality on a
microtopology level. In [448], Kangarlu et al. present a Cross-Switched MLI having only
two switches per ESU. It has the capability to generate positive and negative output voltage
on the phase terminals [466,467]. Resulting from the absence of individual bypass capability
and in order to increase the number of possible voltage levels a Cascaded Cross-Switched
MLI is introduced by Sabahi et al. [449]. Babaei et al. [450] present a comparable simple
but energetically optimized topology. With the Common Emitter Bidirectional Switched
Based MLI, the number of switches in the load path is always four regardless of how many
of these modules are serially connected. Even for a small number of ESUs, the internal
resistance is therefore similar to a conventional battery system [468]. However, the small
number of switching elements leads to a reduced flexibility in reconfiguration; therefore,
e.g., an ESU individual bypass is not possible. Ebrahimi et al. [469] present a unipolar
version of the circuit. This variant saves components, whereas the missing bi-directionality
is created by a downstream full bridge.

One of the most frequently investigated microtopologies is the full bridge topology,
also named Cascaded H-Bridge (CHB) [380,385,407,410,418,419,435,451-456]. It offers the
same functionality as the half bridge, but the polarity inversion is directly integrated into
the microtopology [470]. Therefore, it is able to switch each individual ESU positively or
negatively into the load path. This offers a larger number of voltage levels but doubles
the switches in the load path for both active and bypass cases [470]. Thus, topologies such
as the CHB and the following more sophisticated topologies are mostly addressed if MLI
capability is requested. In the case of a Type 1 RBS, the half bridge circuit as in [375] is
typically preferred.

Terbrack et al. [457] have developed the so-called Enhanced Commutation Integrated
Nested (ECIN) topology. It reduces the number of switches in the load path for active
ESUs to one. Despite the lower internal resistance, it uses only four switching elements in
its microtopology, as the CHB. In addition to the functionality of voltage reversal, there is
a large number of topologies that extend the half bridge topology by the functionality of
parallel connection of ESUs [458,460,461]. An important field of application is the reduction
of the internal resistance of the battery system as well as the active switches in the load path
by this technology. In particular, this is feasible if the desired output voltage of the RBS is
lower than its maximum generable voltage value. In this case, some ESUs are temporary
out of use [457].

A side effect of the topologies, which can connect cells not only in series but also in
parallel, is that the usual two connection terminals are no longer sufficient for one module.
For these microtopologies, two connection points must be provided to the previous and
also to the subsequent ESU, so that a parallel connection is feasible. In technical realization,
there are topologies which require four terminals for the microtopology and topologies
which manage with three terminals. Doing so, the third terminal must be connected
to the preceding and subsequent ESU [374,416,429,431,471]. Especially in MLIs, where
the output voltage is periodically changed, advantages can be achieved with parallel
reconfiguration [472]. Compared to the CHB topology, however, e.g., the Marx topology
presented in [458,459] does not have the capability of direct voltage inversion. The topology
is further investigated and called BM3 by Helling et al. [460] while Kim et al. [461] call it
DESA. These topologies also have to use external commutation units for MLI operation
guaranteeing positive and negative output voltages. The so-called MMSPC topology
presented in [416,431,435] combines the functions of polarity inversion, parallelization, and
individual control of the ESUs in one topology. Therefore, it integrates the entire range of
functionality in one circuit. The topology consists out of two full bridges, containing at least
eight switches. In the purely serial case, there is only one switch in the load path for both
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active and bypass. This number can be effectively reduced by parallel connection of ESUs.
Helling et al. [462] present an M2B MLI with the advanced functionality of parallelization
of cells. Thereby, parallel groups of cells can be formed even across defective ESUs by
inserting a further switch in series to each ESU [462]. However, for this reason, the number
of switches in the load path increases significantly, which leads to higher conduction
losses. In general, MMSPC and M2B are sophisticated but hardware intensive topologies.
Terbrack et al. [464] have implemented the Parallel Enhanced Commutation Integrated
Nested (PECIN) topology design. It incorporates all the functionality of the MMSPC, but
with reduced hardware effort.

The microtopology already defines important features of the overall RBS. The topolo-
gies presented attempt to minimize electrical components while maximizing functionality.
Especially for EVs, the way the microtopology is derived from the overall topology is
important to get few and equal parts for assembly. Since cost is a major driver in industrial-
ization, the goal is to keep electrical equipment to a minimum. From a technical point of
view, the efficiency of the RBS benefits from the lowest internal resistance of the microtopol-
ogy. For these reasons, the half bridge topology is most appropriate for RBS Type 1. More
sophisticated approaches are discussed for RBS Type 2, since polarity commutation is an
integral part of AC voltage generation. Topologies with external or intrinsic commutation
are presented in the literature. The half bridge or the MARX Inverter in combination
with an external full bridge are suitable candidates with low internal resistance. However,
topologies with intrinsic commutation do not require any additional external hardware
component. Since cost is a major consideration, the system designer needs to be clear about
the functionality required of the RBS system, as generally more functionality comes with
more hardware expense. The ECIN topology has very low internal resistance compared to
its number of components. If a more sophisticated approach is appropriate, PECIN has
slightly more hardware effort, but the additional ability to reduce internal resistance by
paralleling the battery cells, which increases the efficiency.

4.2.2. Macrotopology

There are different possibilities to cascade the microtopologies to a larger RBS. In most
cases, only one type of microtopology is cascaded to a specific macro-version. However,
it is possible to integrate different types of microtopologies in a macrotopology as it was
executed, for example, by Hinago et al. [432] or by adding a downstream full bridge as
polarity unit as in [437,440,465]. The combination of different topologies is in the literature
referred to as hybrid MLI [382,467,473]. The macrotopology has a great influence on
the function of the entire battery system and significantly determines its performance
and behavior. Therefore, the macrotopology is strongly dependent on the application.
An overview of common macrotopologies for reconfigurable IBSs is given as schematic
visualization in Figure 7.

A straightforward connection of microtopologies is based on a conventional battery sys-
tem cell connection either in serial, parallel, or serial and parallel configuration (Figure 7a—d).
Typically, RBS Type 1 often do have these configurations [375,379,437,441,442]. For MLI appli-
cations, the star configuration (Figure 7f) is utilized in most cases [470,474], since it delivers
the highest output voltage for a given number of ESUs. A delta configuration of submodules
(Figure 7g) is proposed by Helling et al. [374] in order to improve the reliability of electric
cars at a fault in one electrical phase. Since the delta configuration is fault-tolerant [374], a
faulty string leads to the presented reduced string configuration which only uses two thirds
of the otherwise needed ESUs of the delta configuration. Especially for BEV, a common
DC-link is important to provide energy not only for the main drive, but also for electric
auxiliary consumers.

The star, delta, and reduced string configurations (Figure 7f-h) do not provide a DC-
link [374,416]. However, the Modular Multilevel Converter (MMC) topology (Figure 7e)
provides a DC-link. Therefore, the MMC is a well-investigated inverter design. Char-
acteristic for the MMC is that circulating currents are emerging, which on the one hand
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are undesirable and can be reduced by control strategies or further included arm in-
ductors [475]. On the other hand, the phase arms are balanced to each other automati-
cally [433,434,445,446]. The MMC is mostly used with half bridge submodules, but there
are also variants that for example use full bridge and Clamped-Double microtopolo-
gies [467,476]. Nonetheless, in MLI applications, the MMC provides only a quarter of the
entire DC-link voltage on the AC-connections, which is a considerable disadvantage for
drive applications [431,433,434,445,472].
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Figure 7. Schematic visualization of different macrotopologies for reconfigurable IBSs: (a) parallel circuit, (b) serial
circuit, (c) serial parallel configuration, (d) parallel serial configuration, (e) MMC topology, (f) star configuration, (g) delta
configuration, (h) reduced string configuration.

Terbrack et al. [457] introduce a new approach to achieve a DC-link with as few
components as possible by integrating additional voltage taps into an MLI battery system.
Therefore, two or more MLI systems arise and are integrated into one battery system. They
independently supply individual adjustable output voltage systems but have access to
shared ESUs. An externally excited synchronous machine is operated with its three-phase
stator system and a controllable DC-voltage for the rotor system. In addition, there are
approaches with an RBS to generate several different output voltages simultaneously in
order to be able to operate different loads. Helling et al. [462] integrate so-called low voltage
power supply units in the phase arms to tap additional consumers. A further method is
presented by Kuder et al. [455], where two electrical machines are operated simultaneously
with the same MLI. However, this concept exhibits a higher control complexity, without
providing benefits in the hardware implementation.

In general, the most commonly used topology for conventional battery systems is
the parallel-serial configuration, which is directly transferrable to RBS Type 1. For RBS
Type 2, multi-phase approaches need to be considered. The star topology is the one most
considered due to the maximum output voltage and its simple structure. However, a
major drawback for RBS Type 2 is the missing DC-Link circuit for auxiliary devices. There
are approaches to provide a DC-Link, but they increase the complexity of the system.
Furthermore, the MMC topology that provides a DC-Link is inefficient in EV applications
due to a low AC output voltage.

4.3. Multilevel Inverter

As already briefly introduced, an MLI is the most common form of RBS Type 2. This
kind of inverter is a frequently investigated topic in the past few years and a still growing
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research area. Its functional principle is based on the generation of AC output voltages
formed by stepped wave-forms, whereby typically each step is built by one ESU.

Depending on the respective control strategy, an individual decision is made for
each ESU on how it contributes to providing a desired output signal of the entire battery
system as efficiently as possible. Due to this feature of composing reference voltages
by small voltage steps in form of the ESU, the resulting output voltages correspond
to the required signal in a very precise way. In particular, for the application in EVs,
this system offers its potential in the partial load operation, where conventional power
electronics can only switch the entire battery voltage [435,477]. This results in better
performance of the MLI in the entire speed-torque range. Besides this feature, other
advantages such as lower EMI and consequently smaller filter effort, the application of
power semiconductors with smaller breakdown voltage, lower proportion of harmonics in
the output signals, and smaller Total Harmonic Distortion (THD) can come along with this
technology. The typical field of application is the medium- and high power and voltage
range [426,429-431,433,434,444,445,448,468,472,478].

However, there are also some challenges that need to be overcome, such as the need for
a large number of switching devices [448,468] and the increasing computational complexity
of the control strategy as the number of ESUs increases. For this reason, the quality of the
topology and the control methods are decisive levers for the best possible utilization of an
MLI. Using the example of the powertrain of a BEV (Figure 8), the modulation scheme for
the switches is included in the operating strategy.
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Figure 8. Schematic flow chart of the power train and cluster of modulation techniques.

In the literature, a large number of modulation schemes exists [444,478,479]. On the
one hand, they can be classified either depending on the domain, in which the generation
of the demanded voltage level for a specific time interval takes place [444]. Thereby, it
can be distinguished between the time-domain and the state-space vector domain. On
the other hand, the strategies can be clustered with regard to the underlying switching
frequencies [444,480]. An allocation in dependence to the respectively switching frequency
is shown in Figure 8.

The choice of the right modulation strategy largely depends on the environmental
conditions of the system. Some of the most important selection factors are the requirements
for overall system efficiency, losses caused by the inherent switching elements as well as
the harmonic content of the inverter output signals. For intelligent battery systems, all
modulation schemes are conceivable at first sight. However, since e.g., the application in
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BEV requires a high-dynamically system with real-time characteristic, the computational
effort of the chosen variant should be low. Due to the typical high number of included
ESUs, attention should also be paid to the switching frequency of all inherent switching
devices. With increasing switching frequency, the total switching losses usually increase
by the factor of the number of ESUs. One comparatively simple method to control the
switching signals of an MLI is the Nearest Level Control (NLC) [481]. In this time-based
switching strategy, the output voltage level is chosen that is closest to the desired reference
vector (Vi) [427]. Only one switching operation per voltage level is performed, and thus
the utilized switching frequency is in the fundamental range. Consequently, the entire
switching losses are kept low. No carrier signals are required to generate the control signal
for each individual ESU in the MLI structure. The NLC variant is flexible and stands out
for an easy digital implementation [20,482], which makes it attractive compared to other
strategies. This fact becomes more important with increasing number of ESUs or rather
levels. As mentioned in [481], the NLC scheme is in fact no modulation technique, since
no averaging processes take place. In general, all switching strategies are summarized
under the term of modulation techniques though [426,431,444]. With the NLC method,
suppression of harmonics is not feasible [483] and thus the harmonic content cannot be
minimized specifically. As a consequence, the performance suffers [481]. This fact gets
even more obvious for the case of a lower number of inherent ESUs in the entire system,
since the proportion of harmonics is comparatively higher [427].

This problem is addressed with Selective Harmonic Elimination (SHE) strategies,
which, however, still use low switching frequencies [426,427,444,481]. With the elimina-
tion feature, the harmonic content decreases while low switching frequencies result in low
switching losses. Kamaldeep et al. [427] investigated the comparison of the NLC- and the
SHE-method for a seven level MLI. The results show that a smaller THD value of harmonics
up to the 5th order is achieved when applying the SHE instead of the NLC. For SHE, the
Fourier coefficients of the expected reference signal are examined in an offline procedure
before the actual operation. From this system of equations, the associated switching an-
gles (aq,a2,a3,...,a;,) are determined [481]. Special numerical methods or optimization
algorithms such as Particle Swarm Optimization (PSO) or GA are utilized to calculate the
most suitable angles [454,484]. With the help of lookup-tables, the pre-calculated switch-
ing angles are applied in operation and interpolated with respect to the actual operating
point [444]. However, the complexity of these elimination procedures due to the underlying
numerical solving processes increases with the number of MLI levels. Thus, the application of
offline-based SHE is not the most appropriate one, especially for systems with high-dynamic
demands [481]. In addition, the required storage of the lookup-tables complicates the usage
in real-time applications [444] and diminishes its implementation in low cost microprocessors.
Furthermore, there is no control over the higher order harmonics that are not specifically sup-
pressed with this method. As mentioned by Rodriguez et al. [481], they can become higher,
since the energy of the eliminated harmonics is allocated to the other ones.

Therefore, another approach called SHE-PWM is developed that has more than only
one switching operation on a level. Li et al. [485] introduce SHE-PWM as systematic control
strategy for cascaded MLI. Since those methods have similar outcome as high-frequency
based strategies described in the following, the elimination of low order harmonics seems
to be very expensive, especially regarding computational as well as storage effort.

A less complicated method is the so-called Space Vector Control (SVC), which is
better suited for dynamical applications and does not need any lookup-tables like multiple
SHE or SHE-PWM techniques [481]. It can be seen as a counterpart to the time-domain-
based NLC-method. Like the NLC, its principle follows a fundamental switching frequency,
but depends on the closest voltage vectors in the space vector plane [486]. One drawback of
the SVC is that it suffers from the non-existent elimination of harmonics resulting in higher
THD and performance losses as NLC does [444,481]. However, the results of Rodrigues
et al. [486] show that the SVC method performs better regarding the voltage THD than a
low-frequency switching Multi-Carrier (MC)-based PWM method.
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To combine the benefits of both methods, SVC often is equipped with overlaying
PWM resulting in the Space Vector Modulation (SVM). Its procedure is similar to the
SVC and thus takes place in the space vector-domain but has a comparably high switching
frequency [444,481]. Contrary to the SVC, the reference vector is generated by means of
averaging processes. Therefore, the neighboring space vectors of the reference voltage are
switched sequentially depending on the underlying switching frequency. SVM as well as SVC
directly deal with all three (or more) phases compared to NLC or SHE where the voltages of
each phase are respectively controlled [426,482]. Thus, they superimpose in terms of criteria
such as performance, simple implementation, and maximum transfer ratio [426].

As mentioned by Franquelo et al. [444], a high number of SVM methods have been
proposed, but most of them are developed only for a certain number of inherent ESUs or
output levels. Attique et al. [487] summarize five different SVM strategies, also named
Space Vector Pulse Width Modulation (SVPWM)), all based on a differing reference system.
All strategies are usable for any number of voltage levels as performed by Prasad et al. [488].
In addition, the strategies are less complex compared to conventional SVM as the ordinary
calculations have been transferred to simplified line voltage forms.

In recent years, many improvements of a conventional SVM technique are performed,
which becomes more complicated with an increasing number of output levels [487]. An
overview of recent development of simplifying and improving SVM methods is given by
Franquelo et al. [489]. The listed schemes thereby avoid the use of trigonometric func-
tions or other complex calculations by utilizing drastically simplified computations [489].
Moreover, no lookup-tables are used [444]. Keeping this in mind, the more advanced SVM
strategies are promising candidates, especially because they can regulate more phases
simultaneously and keep the computational costs low.

Other commonly used modulation strategies are the general PWM techniques. Al-
though the SVM uses averaging and, thus, modulation, processes, the difference com-
pared to the PWM-based schemes is that the latter are based in the time-domain and do
have multiple carrier signals. In contrast to the determination of the switching times in
the space vector plane as a function of the position of the reference vector, with PWM-
strategies [426,481], a time-based comparison between the reference signal and specific
carrier signals determines the switching times. In most cases, Sinusoidal Pulse Width Mod-
ulation (SPWM) is utilized as in [446]. The underlying carrier signals often have triangular
waveforms but can also be saw-tooth-shaped [490]. The number of carrier signals in SPWM
is normally equal to the number of inherent ESUs. During operation, each carrier signal
is compared to the reference signal. The resulting signals are pulse-sequences that are
allocated to the corresponding switching elements of the ESUs.

Although the SPWM strategy is simple and the switching frequency is adaptable to
the use case, the generation of multiple carrier signals must be considered and can be
very challenging. In particular, with an increasing number of ESUs, the number of carrier
signals that are needed also increases significantly, which is why we consider SVM to be
more appropriate.

Based on the descriptions above, the most promising candidates of modulation
schemes in intelligent battery systems are NLC and SVM methods. In both cases, complex
equation systems do not have to be solved to determine specific switching angles as in
the SHE methods. Although certain harmonics can be eliminated, the latter technique
often employs the use of lookup-tables. The NLC method as well as the SVM variant are
characterized by simple implementation and outstanding dynamic performance [20,426].
In [482], an NLC-PWM (also called Nearest Level Modulation) is used having a higher
switching frequency than the traditional NLC method. Thus, the NLC strategy can also be
applied with higher frequencies. This reduces the THD of the output signals and the har-
monic components are shifted to higher orders. Consequently, its disadvantage decreases
compared to SHE. To optimize both methods depending on the actual operation point, the
switching frequency can be varied for both strategies and adapted to the current operating
range. Hence, the switching frequency is always as high as needed and not overdesigned.
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4.4. Hybrid Battery Storage System

Battery systems containing individual ESUs that differ significantly in electrical,
mechanical or thermal properties are often refereed to as Hybrid Battery Storage Sys-
tem (HBSS). They pursue the goal of creating an optimal system through combination and
operation of several different ESUs that meet the application-specific requirements best.
Most HBSSs that are described in the literature are composed of high energy and high
power ESUs to achieve a system with superior characteristics regarding energy, power,
system efficiency, fast charging, long lifetime, low cost, low weight, and low volume [491].
In addition to the system-related advantages, the combination of different cell types or cell
generations result in further benefits for the manufacturer such as flexible dimensioning
and adaption of battery storages, utilization of scale effects (realization of several sys-
tems with a fixed number of different cells), or reduction of storage costs (combination of
different cell types/generations or aging states).

4.4.1. Topologies

An independent control of the energy and power flow of each battery cell of a certain
type is essential for the optimal operation and safety of the HBSS. Traditionally, this
requires additional power electronics such as one or more unidirectional or bidirectional
DC/DC converters. However, with the occurrence of reconfigurable topologies at the cell,
module, and system levels, no additional hardware components are required to realize an
HBSS. Despite the high potential of HBSSs, there are currently only a few publications that
deal with this topic in detail.

First, thoughts on the hybridization of battery storage systems are already found in pub-
lications on RBSs and MLIs [442,460,463,492-497]. The most comprehensive and systematic
collection of macrotopologies for HBSSs has been published by Zimmermann et al. [498]. As
one of the first, the authors combine the two research fields of RBSs and HBSSs and propose
a new topology class called discrete hybrid energy storage topologies. The basis for this
topology class is formed by ESUs which consist of single, multiple serial, or parallel connected
cells. Within a ESU, only one cell type is used such as high power or high energy. The
hybridization is realized by using different cell types for ESUs. Besides the energy storage
element itself, each ESU also contains some switching elements to activate, bypass, or
disable individual units, and therefore allows the reconfiguration of the HBSS as well as
an active load management. Based on Zimmermann et al. [497,498], four macrotopolo-
gies of multiple ESUs are frequently used for HBSSs: parallel, serial, serial-parallel, and
parallel-serial (see Figure 7a—d). The serial macrotopology is used by Horsche et al. [442] to
implement a serial HBSS with ESUs on cell level and switches in half bridge configuration.

A different concept is proposed by Tu et al. [492] for the combination of multiple
Energy Storage Systems (ESSs) on a system level called series-parallel reconfigurable
HBSS. This macrotopology allows for arranging two storage modules in series, parallel,
or serial-parallel configuration. However, due to the reconfiguration at system level, this
topology results in some restrictions in the operation and dimensioning of an HBSS to
avoid high compensation currents.

Guo et al. [494] propose a macrotopology for an HBSS based on the common MMC
topology. Therefore, the MMC topology with half bridge microtopology and high power
storage units is extended with a separate high energy storage as DC-Link. Thereby, the
high energy pack contains no additional switching elements.

Another HBSS topology, also based on the MMC structure, is presented by George et al. [496].
Their concept features a microtopology of the individual ESUs, where each ESU consists of a high
energy and high power cells as well as eight switching elements. Four of the switching elements
are used to select one or both ESUs (high energy or/and high power) and the remaining four
switches form a full bridge to change the polarity of the corresponding ESU. A disadvantage
of this concept is the high number of switching elements in the current-carrying path inducing
additional losses.
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Ciccarelli et al. [493] provide an MMC approach extending high power storage units
with high energy units via an additional DC-link. Furthermore, each ESU integrates a half
bridge in conjunction with a DC/DC converter. As a result, a large number of switches
and passive components are required in this configuration. Preliminary considerations
on HBSSs are found in the publications of Helling et al. [460,463] which introduce the
microtopology of BM3 and M2B, as already presented in Section 4.2.1.

In addition to the topologies listed above with reference to HBSSs, many other topolo-
gies form the scientific literature on RBSs and especially MLIs are interesting to be used for
an HBSS. Particularly promising are topologies that enable the independent control of the
energy and power flow within the system and also can generate an AC output voltage. This
opens up the possibility to combine the advantages of HBSSs and MLIs, whereby the sys-
tem efficiency can be increased even further and additional power electronic components
can be reduced.

4.4.2. Operation

The combination of two or more different cells in one battery system results in a
high degree of flexibility in terms of system design and operating strategy. However, the
optimal control of the power or energy flow within the HBSS is challenging. A variety of
so-called energy management strategies are presented in the scientific literature. Generally,
most strategies aim to absorb short-term power peaks with the corresponding high power
storages and thus keep the output power of the high energy storage as constant as possible.
At the same time, the energy losses are intended to be minimal and simultaneously to
extent cyclic lifetime of the high energy storage. As far as the authors are aware, no
operating strategy has yet been published that explicitly deals with HBSSs in the context of
the novel RBS Type 3 topologies. However, the basic concept of most energy management
strategies is applicable to RBSs with some minor changes with regard to power control
and current distribution within the HBSS topologies. A compilation of various energy
management strategies for an HBSS is given by Krishna et al. [499]. Figure 9 visualizes their
categorization. The different algorithms for energy management strategies are classified
into four categories: rule-based, filtration-based, optimization-based, and learning-based.
This classification is not uniform in the scientific literature and other authors pursue
different approaches to grouping and classifying the algorithms.
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Figure 9. Categorization of different energy management strategies for an HBSS based on [499]. Online strategies are
marked with a white background, offline strategies with a gray background.
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The most common are rule-based controllers due to their simplicity in implementation
and validation, as well as their good real-time performance. The underlying set of rules
are often predefined based on the application and the characteristics of the storage unit.
Therefore, the established rules depend either on the expert knowledge of the developer or
result from optimization algorithms used to derive the rules. Depending on the underlying
algorithms, these can be further subdivided into deterministic and fuzzy logic rule-based
strategies [499]. Simple deterministic approaches based on heuristics or empiric experience
can be found in [500-502]. The underlying rules are often fixed and presented in a flow
chart. Accordingly, the operation strategy can be regarded as a finite state machine.
Their performance is heavily dependent on knowledge of the system and its working
condition. The same disadvantage also applies to algorithms based on fuzzy logic. One
possible way to improve the performance is to use adaptive control strategies that change
the underlying set of rules depending on the respective operating point. A relatively
simple adaptive strategy, proposed by Jiang et al. [500], includes the setpoint of the output
current from the high energy storage depending on the SOC of the high power storage.
Zhou et al. [503] introduce another adaptive fuzzy logic based strategy, which changes the
output membership function of the fuzzy logic algorithm and the corresponding update
frequency according to the past driving cycle pattern. Another very promising approach is
to derive the underlying set of rules from the results of a global optimization-based energy
management strategy. Promising methods among others used in the literature are dynamic
programming [504,505], neural networks [506], and PSO [507,508]. Hu et al. [505] also take
traffic information into account.

An alternative variant of energy management strategies are filtration-based also
called filter-based or frequency-based approaches, which decompose the power demand
of the load into different frequency components to match them to the dynamic response
of the involved ESUs. High power cells offer a much higher short-term power capability
compared to high energy cells. Therefore, the aim of filtration-based approaches is to
stress high energy cells only with the low frequency part of the power demand, while the
high power cells take care of the high frequency components. The cutoff frequency and
other parameters in the filter design must be set accordingly. Filtration-based strategies
have the major disadvantage to introduce a large phase shift [501,509]. A relatively simple
filtration-based called average power method is provided by Wang et al. [510]. In order
to reduce the operation current/power frequency on the high energy storage, the high
power storage acts as a real-time adaptive power filter. For this purpose, the method uses
information from both the real-time power and history power demands. Another simple
approach to separate high and low frequency components is to apply a crossover filter [511].
The wavelet transformation is also a widely spread mathematical method to analyze and
separate different frequency of the power demand in energy management strategies for
HBSSs. Using the wavelet transformation, an original signal can be decomposed into
components at different positions and scales. Furthermore, the technique can be used
in the time as well as frequency-domain [504,512,513]. For an HBSS consisting of three
different energy storages, Zhang et al. [512] uses a three-level Haar wavelet to realize an
energy management strategy and to allocate power components with different frequency
contents. To take the influence of the driving cycle into account, Hu et al. propose in [513]
an adaptive wavelet transform-fuzzy logic control energy management strategy based
on driving pattern recognition. Cluster analysis is utilized to classify driving cycles into
different patterns according to the features extracted from the historical driving data
sampling window, and pattern recognition is used to identify real-time driving patterns. A
similar two-level structure-based real-time energy management strategy is proposed by
Zhang et al. [504]. It is composed of a learning ANN for driving cycle identification and a
multilevel Haar wavelet transform for power demand allocation. Whereby the first level
algorithm identifies the type of driving cycles based on a series of statistical characteristic
vehicle parameters, the wavelet transform algorithm subsequently uses the information to
enhance the power allocation.
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All the aforementioned energy management strategies (rule-based and filtration-
based) are only sufficient to provide a nearly optimal solution under all circumstances. On
the contrary, optimization-based approaches are able to deliver the optimal solution for a
given power demand profile. However, this often comes at the expense of high computa-
tional effort and lack of real-time applicability. The corresponding optimization algorithms
can be classified into (a) global optimization and (b) real-time optimization [499]. The
global optimization includes algorithms such as linear programming, dynamic program-
ming, convex optimization, and GAs, which can only be applied to real-time problems with
adequate modifications or extensions (e.g., an adequate forecasting method). Therefore,
global optimization algorithms often serve as a benchmark for the performance of other
algorithms or as a starting point to design new strategies [504-508,514,515]. Optimization
algorithms that are promising for real-time application include methods such as stochastic
dynamic programming, model predictive control, neural networks, simulated annealing,
and Pontryagin’s minimum principle. However, these algorithms have the disadvantage
that they, in turn, can often only achieve nearly-optimal solutions. In order to handle
the stochastic uncertainties in operation such as driver-dependent variation of power de-
mand, Wegmann et al. [515] present a real-time stochastic dynamic programming approach
based on a stochastic model of the vehicle velocity and power demand. In comparison
with the dynamic programming solution, the stochastic dynamic programming strategy
shows a comparable performance with the advantage of real-time applicability. In [514],
Romaus et al. applied stochastic dynamic programming as well. Since the calculations
take up a significant amount of memory, the resolution of the state variables is limited.
Therefore, the algorithm results in a look-up table that also can be implemented e.g., on
a microcontroller. Further approaches based on model predictive control that make use
of a short-term prediction horizon are found in [502,516]. A combination of a rule-based
and an optimization-based approach is also feasible. Trovao et al. [517] present an in-
tegrated rule-based meta-heuristic approach, where the strategy consists of a long-term
rule-based strategy to set the long-term management. It restricts the search space for
the optimization-based strategy that optimizes the real-time power distribution without
prior knowledge of power demand. The authors use a meta-heuristic simulated annealing
approach in [517], while, in [518], a PSO is used within the same framework. In both
approaches, the rule-based strategy helps the optimization method to find a good solution
quickly, by narrowing the scope of the search to the regions of interest. Choi et al. present
in [519] a similar structured real-time control framework based on convex programming.

Another promising category are learning-based energy management strategies, which,
however, are up to now rarely considered in the scientific literature. Yue et al. [520] pro-
pose a model-free reinforcement learning-based approach. Compared to relatively simple
rule-based strategies, the proposed learning-based method delivers the better results. An-
other approach based on a reinforcement algorithm called Q-learning is introduced by
Jiayi et al. [521]. Another rule-based strategy is presented in [522], where the control rules
are abstracted from the optimization results with dynamic programming and the learning-
based method shows its effectiveness. A more advanced approach present Li et al. [523],
which combines reinforcement learning with deep learning. Thereby, the energy man-
agement strategy not only aims to minimize the energy loss (as in [520,521]), but also to
increase the electrical and thermal safety level of the HBSS.

Due to the great dependency between the design and operation of hybrid storage
systems, there are also a large number of publications that have linked these two tasks and
solve them together within a multi-objective optimization framework. The common goal
of those investigations is to find the global optimum for an HBSS in terms of dimensioning
and operation strategy. In contrast, the sole consideration of the operating strategy for a
fixed design often only provides a suboptimal solution for the entire HBSS. Yu et al. [524]
propose a multi-objective bi-level optimal design and control framework, in order to find
the optimal parameters for a fuzzy-logic-based real-time energy management algorithm.
This framework is able to obtain the Pareto optimal solutions of the objective function.
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It achieves both the optimal sizing parameters and the static parameters of the energy
management system simultaneously for each Pareto optimal solution. The formulated
objective function focuses on the reduction of the total mass of the HBSS consisting of a
high energy and high power storage and the extension of the cyclic lifetime of the high
energy storage. In the subsequent publication [525], Yu et al. enhance the algorithm for
the energy management strategy and introduce a parametric vectorized fuzzy inference
system, where a large number of fuzzy logic controllers run in parallel and enable fast
training and optimization. A different method is presented by Hung et al. [526] with the
so-called integrated optimization approach, which iteratively optimizes the system dimen-
sioning and an “if-then-else” rule-based energy management strategy. The approach is
implemented within a nested for-loop-structure by solving the different objective functions
with a global searching methodology.

The operation strategy has a high degree of flexibility in order to achieve an optimal
energy and power distribution within the system. However, this also means a high level
of complexity in order to achieve flexibility for all operation conditions and reconcile the
interests of various other battery monitoring functions. With this objective and the re-
quirement for real-time capability, optimization-based methods such as stochastic dynamic
programming, model predictive control as well as deterministic approaches with rules
derived from optimization results are most promising for IBSs. The performance and
computation effort of learning-based methods according to the current state of research is
difficult to assess due to the limited literature and therefore requires closer investigations
and comparisons.

5. Implementation of Reconfigurable Battery Systems

The idea of being able to flexibly combine individual battery cells or other ESUs into
a favored system configuration shows its attractiveness in many of the applications de-
scribed in the previous section. However, regardless of the type, an RBS imposes hardware
and requirements to be realized in practice. Especially, the selected switching technology
influences the feasibility and efficiency of the applied operation strategy. Furthermore,
depending on the number of involved ESUs, suitable communication capabilities and an
adequate BMS architecture can become a serious challenge to realize the desired function-
ality. Within this section, questions of practical implementation of RBSs are discussed.
Notably, we put emphasize on side effects e.g., thermal influences or aging of switched
Li-ion cells that arise in an RBS but is seldom discussed in literature.

5.1. Switches for Reconfiguration Functionality

In order to achieve any RBS type, switches are imperative. The correct choice of
the switches depends on various factors, such as switching speed and conduction losses.
Therefore, it is important to address the general requirements related to the switches. Once
this is done, a suitable device among the existing technologies can be chosen.

Generally the switching topology dictates if switches with unidirectional voltage
blocking capability [527], bidirectional voltage blocking capability [379], or even a combi-
nation of those two [427] is needed. According to Rofsler [528], the most important task
of the switch is the safe disconnect. Thereby, the operating voltage, load current, pulse
current capability, and the option to conduct current in both forward and reverse direction
play a crucial role. A low parasitic resistance is desirable as it reduces the conduction
losses [529,530]. Manenti et al. [379] states that the switch choice is affected by both the
number of components necessary to control the switch and the system’s ability to remain
safe in every operating point. A general collection of requirements related to switches in
reconfigurable battery systems for automotive applications is shown in Table 8.
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Table 8. Requirements related to the switches of RBSs.

Requirement

Reasoning

Electric Losses

Leakage Current

Switching Frequency

Blocking Voltage

Current Capability

The electric losses should be low in order to increase the overall range of the BEV and
to reduce the required cooling capacity.

Should be low to reduce the stand-by consumption.

For an RBS Type 2, switching frequencies of several kilohertz are appropriate in
order to achieve a low harmonic content. In contrast to an RBS Type 2, the switching
frequency of a few hertz is sufficient for an RBS Type 1.

The necessary blocking voltage of the switch is determined by the used topology of
the RBS [531]. The topology proposed by [532] e.g., requires to block the voltage of
the whole battery while the cascaded half-bridge for example only needs to block the
voltage of a single cell. Additionally, the topology dictates if the switch has to block
voltage in both directions (bidirectional) or in only one direction (unidirectional).

Since batteries need to be charged and discharged, the switch must be able to conduct
current in both directions. This requires either a unipolar device or a combination of
two bipolar devices or a bipolar device with a Schottky diode in parallel. Additionally,
the switch must be able to conduct the peak current of the application.

It should be noted that the choice of the switch practically depends on the maturity
of the technology as well as the commercial availability [533]. Therefore, only the most
common categories of switches will be discussed.

Electromechanical Relays easily allow for connecting various numbers of ESU in
series as they exhibit a galvanic isolation between the control and the power unit. Fur-
thermore, the leakage current during off-state is negligible. The drawbacks of relays are
the necessity of an ongoing holding current as well as large physical dimensions and
weight compared to semiconductors. Furthermore, the degradation of the contacts due to
arcing with each switching operation makes them unsuitable for applications with periodic
switching. Since relays are based on mechanical operation, high switching frequencies are
not feasible. Nonetheless, the application of relays in the literature can be found [534,535].
It should be noted that even though some research work utilized relays, they suggest to use
semiconductor devices instead for the final application. In contrast to electromechanical
relays, semiconductor devices exhibit a much lower weight and physical dimensions, while
the maximum accessible switching frequency and the reliability are way higher. One
drawback of all semiconductors is the need of a drive circuit, which results in additional
components. Furthermore, the control signal and power path are not galvanically isolated.
This requires an additional digital insulator between the control signal and the switch
when multiple stages are connected in series.

Insulated-Gate Bipolar Transistors (IGBTSs) achieve switching frequencies of a few
tens of kilohertz while showing a very high input resistance. Since the IGBT is a bipolar
device, their conduction losses in high-voltage and high-current applications are much
lower compared to MOSFETs [536]. One major drawback is that the on-state voltage drop is
nearly independent of the actual load current, which results in poor efficiency during light
load operation. Furthermore, their switching frequency is limited to a few tens of kilohertz.
A third drawback, induced by the bipolarity, is the unidirectional current flow [536]. In
order to conduct current in both directions, a freewheeling diode is needed. Applications
in the literature that use IGBTs are e.g., [381,537-541].

Thyristors are available in different structures. Only the Gate Turn Off (GTO) thyristor
is suitable for DC power circuit applications as the normal thyristor cannot be turned off
by removing the control signal [542]. In terms of on-state voltage drop, thyristors behave
similar to IGBTs. However, the switching speed of GTOs is very poor and with the
invention of IGBTs, the GTO has been replaced in traction applications [542]. Similar
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to the IGBT, it conducts current only in a forward direction and blocks voltage in both
directions [536].

Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor Field-Effect Transistors (MOSFETs) achieves high switch-
ing speed capability of several hundreds of kilohertz in power applications and have an
extremely high input resistance. The on-state voltage drop rises linearly with the load current,
thus creating a better efficiency at light load operation than IGBTs. On the contrary, the
resistance rises strongly with higher blocking voltage [542] making the technology unsuitable
for applications with an operating voltage beyond a few hundred volts. MOSFETs block
voltage in only one direction which makes them suitable for DC applications. Furthermore, it
can conduct current in both forward and reverse directions [536]. Therefore, MOSFETs are
widely used for IBS-functionalities in the literature [371,375,377,379,380,400,401,441,442,456,
460,463,529-531,543-551].

Rofler [528] compares thyristors, IGBTs, MOSFETs as well as relays and concludes
that thyristors can be excluded for usage in RBSs. According to the author, IGBTs can be
used at the cost of poor efficiency and higher cooling effort during light load, whereas
MOSFETs is the most promising device especially for low voltage applications where
their on-state resistance outperforms any other semiconductor device. Additionally, the
possibility of conducting current in both directions without the need of an additional
freewheeling diode makes a MOSFET the ideal choice.

Apart from the research work, industrial solutions related to RBSs and MLIs in vehicles
are seldom. Drivetek from Switzerland offers an MLI solution based on IGBTs [552]. Their
flying capacitor MLI can generate five output levels. Thus, the voltage step size is large
enough so that IGBTs are justified.

5.2. Architecture of the Battery Management System

The Battery Management System (BMS) is an essential component and is responsible
for the safe operation of the battery system. This results in several tasks, from which the
most important ones are listed in Table 9.

Table 9. Requirements for the BMS based on [1,553-557].

Requirement Reasoning

Cell Monitoring To keep the battery cells inasave state, parameters like the cell voltages, temperatures, and
currents have to be monitored [558].

Battery Safety and No battery cell in the pack may exceed a safety critical limit regarding voltage and tempera-

Protection ture [558].

Estimation of SOC, SOC, SOH, and SOF are important indicators of battery systems and serve as basis for

SOH, and SOF functionalities like range prediction, balancing, etc. [554].

Ensure the Isolation

Balancing
Charge Control
Thermal Management

Communication with
the Car

Open Main Switch

Control RBS switches

The BMS must guarantee the isolation between the HV and the rest of the vehicle.

To increase the total usable capacity of the battery pack, charge imbalances between serial
cells must be compensated [554,559].

The batteries have limitations for the charge current. They have to be considered during the
charging process. Advanced charging strategies (e.g., pulse charging) may be applied.

For safety reason, but also to increase the efficiency, the battery must be operated in an
optimal temperature range. For this purpose, it can be cooled as well as heated.

The BMS is responsible for sharing important parameters like the SOC of the battery with
the other vehicle’s components. Furthermore, power requirements of the drive train are
received.

In emergency case or when the vehicle is parked the BMS opens the main switch.

A significant number of switches are controlled to reconfigure the ESUs. Depending on
the RBS type and its functionality, the switching operation must be performed with high
synchronicity.
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The architecture of BMSs can be divided generally into centralized and decentralized
systems [553]. Additionally, there exist mixture approaches which will be discussed in
more detail here. The possible architectures are visualized in Figure 10, and additionally
their occurrence in the literature is stated.

Module Module
Control """" Control
______ —||—| Commumcatlon

[ Central Master Controller ] Master Controller ]

c+>—||——||—- ------ —|I—|I—Q~5<_> [ Intelligent Battery Cell

(a) Centralized (b) Modularized
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O
I 5 """"
Master Controller ] Commumcanon

(c) Distributed (d) Decentralized

Figure 10. Visualization of different BMS architectures based on [530,560] and their occurrence in literature. (a) centralized [561];
(b) modularized [554,557,562]; (c) distributed [9,401,461,527,555,563-567]; (d) decentralized [553,554,557,560,562,568-570].

Centralized BMSs pool the whole computing power to one controller. With a battery
system consisting of a fixed number of Li-ion cells, all monitoring and control tasks are
performed on a single computing unit. This is a rather common approach in conventional
BMSs. Consequently, temperature and voltage sensors of each cell have to be connected
to the central control unit, which causes high wiring effort [553]. The reason for this
approach is its low complexity. Since all control algorithms run on the same controller,
sensor data and other information are interchangeable between functions. With regard to
reconfigurability, synchronicity of switching operation is easier to achieve compared to
distributed BMS architectures. However, the central computing unit exhibits significant
computation power demands. Consequently, the hardware has to be chosen with respect
to the specific battery system to avoid costly undersizing or oversizing, respectively [568].
Therefore, it is difficult to apply the BMS to other battery systems, which results in high
development effort due to low flexibility and scalability [530].

Modularized BMSs are built to reduce the wiring effort. In these hierarchical BMS,
which commonly are used for large battery systems, computing tasks for sensor data
acquisition and cell monitoring are transferred to a module controller, which serves as
an intermediate layer between the master controller and the cells [554,557,558,562]. Com-
munication between module and central controller is usually performed via a bus. This
modularized approach brings the data acquisition closer to the sensors resulting in more
reliable sensing capabilities. Furthermore, the architecture is scalable as more battery mod-
ules can be added to the system [553]. However, synchronic switching of reconfigurable
battery cells over multiple modules is a challenging task. Furthermore, the advantages of
lower communication effort disappear if control algorithm at the master computing unit
are driven by cell individual sensor data.

Distributed BMSs pursue the idea of implementing computing power close to the
battery cells. They include a controller on each ESU [401,563,566]. This can be seen
as the basic idea of smart or intelligent battery cells. In [555], each cell is equipped with
sensors and a micro controller for data acquisition, SOC/SOH determination, and balancing
functionality. Furthermore, data storage and communication capabilities are included [565].
Baronti et al. [527] use the storage ability of the cell BMS to store cell individual parameters
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over lifetime. A similar approach is proposed by Lorentz et al. [564]. It enables the usage
of the cells for second life application because the aging and corresponding parameter
changes can be tracked even if the battery pack is disassembled [530]. Li et al. [561]
introduce a distributed battery system with active balancing, where the functionality is
implemented on cell level. However, a central BMS controller is still provided for task
that are implemented on system level [567]. Communication between cell and central
controller is commonly realized by a bus [461]. Distributed BMSs feature a fast response
time for cell functionality, which is advantageous for switching operation of RBS, while
the data rate of the communication to the master controller is kept low. Furthermore, the
measurement accuracy is improved by shorter connection wires and increased interference
immunity [553]. Algorithms that are focusing on the individual cell (e.g., SOC and SOH
estimation, safety monitoring, etc.) are implemented on the cell controller, which reduces
the computational power requirements of the central BMS Thereby, an energy-efficient
BMS can be realized [461]. Though, the information available on system level is limited
because raw sensor data are not transferred to the central controller. Consequently, the
system algorithms have to deal with reduced input data. Depending on the application, the
number of cells in the battery pack can vary, with negligible adjustment of the architecture.

Decentralized BMSs, in contrast, consist of a multitude of identical intelligent battery
cells [568]. In this case, no master controller exists as the individual intelligent cells take
over all monitoring and control task of the BMS. However, considering that the smart
battery cells exchange information with each other, this can lead to an excessive bus load.
Consequently, communication has to be limited to a certain degree. With fragmentary
information, optimal control is hard to achieve. For decentralized BMSs, the type of
algorithms completely differs from central architectures [530,569]. System functions like
balancing or MLI must be solved in collaboration. Many research questions regarding
“concepts of self-organization and collaborative system-level” functionality [568] in battery
systems are still unanswered [553]. However, according to Steinhorst et al. [530] and Frost
et al. [570], algorithms for active cell balancing are implementable in an efficient manner
with such an architecture. Decentralized BMSs surpass central approaches regarding
scalability [560,568] because additional cells can be added to the pack with ease, and all
cell controller are built in the same way. However, difficulties arise about the connection to
other parts of the vehicle as no central communication interface towards the vehicle exists.
Decentralized architectures are regarded as robust and reliable because the control and
monitoring functions are not relying on specific components which might fail. However,
this assumption holds true only in case faulty cells are safely bypassed and cannot damage
the rest of the system. Otherwise, the whole battery pack must be disconnected for safety
reasons. Therefore, the BBM has to comprise the Li-ion cell itself as well as its corresponding
computing power.

To conclude, in today’s research regarding IBSs, the trend towards distributed and
decentralized BMS architectures is clearly visible. With sensors directly mounted to each
Li-ion cell, it is an obvious outgrowth to move computing power for cell monitoring on
this level too. Further advantages are the increased scalability and reliability compared
to centralized architectures. However, whereas simple operation strategies for e.g., ac-
tive balancing can be implemented in a decentralized manner, other functionalities still
require control of a central master controller. This is true especially for MLI operation,
where synchronization of the switching actions is important. With regard to a cost- and
energy-efficient solution, the best allocation of computing power is an optimization prob-
lem that depends significantly on the specific application. This still remains an open
research question.

5.3. Communication in Intelligent Battery Systems

Communication of the BMS and among the cells is a major and important element of
the application of IBSs with distributed or decentralized architectures. The latter require
consideration of communication latencies in order to enable real-time capable realization
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of the features presented in Sections 2 and 3. The quality of some algorithms depend on
their cycle time, requiring a high sensor data throughput. MLIs and HBSSs also require
low latency for the current control algorithm to achieve a high efficiency of the engine.
Unfortunately, most of the literature on the BMS communication do not compare their
approaches neither to other solutions nor to the state of the art with regard to metrics like
the bitrate, bit error rate, costs, weight, or determinism. Usually, prior literature lack of
requirements, communication matrices and measurements under realistic environment
and higher number of nodes. Most of the researchers demonstrate the feasibility of their
approaches with just a few nodes, whereas BEV may consist of hundreds of nodes with dis-
tributed or decentralized architectures. These deficiencies impede a qualitative comparison
of the communication systems presented in the literature. Most important requirements
regarding the communication are:

e  Reliability, due to the high safety requirements.

¢ Determinism and real-time capability, especially for safety critical data.

*  Synchronization, in order to enable synchronous switching in RBSs [571] and to
increase the quality of measured data [572]

e  Bit rate, which depends on the number of cells, the amount of data to be exchanged
per cell and the necessary data update rate of the system.

e  Scalability, in order to enable cheap and easy adaption for different vehicles and
vehicle variants.

. Security, as the network is a common entry door for hackers.

Reliability and real-time capability are very important for the application in vehicles,
since most of the BMS functions are assessed as Automotive Safety Integrity Level (ASIL) [573]
C or D [574] and therefore have to meet strict safety and timing requirements. These points
are probably much more important than scalability, as the number of cells in a car is normally
fixed. Requirements on the communication further depend on features of the IBS. If cells can
be bypassed through switches and, thus, can enter safe states, the criticality of communication
losses to individual nodes can be reduced [568] and therefore also the significance of a reliable
communication. Furthermore, number and type of sensors strongly influence the necessary
bit rate. If the data of current sensors on cell level or the impedance results of EIS must be
exchanged, the required bit rate can be significantly higher.

Wired bus topologies are the state-of-the art of BMS communication. However, com-
pared to wireless solutions, complex wiring of more than a hundred nodes leads to difficulty
in automated manufacturing [575] (higher production costs), limited flexibility and scala-
bility [576] as well as heavier and larger battery packs [577]. The communication interface
must be isolated due to the different voltage levels of serially connected cells [575]. De-
pending on the maximum voltage difference, this has to be considered for the selection of
components and isolation space [9]. The wiring is a potential error source, affecting the
reliability in BEVs. Vibrations can lead to physical failure of cables and connectors [575,576].
According to car manufacturers and suppliers, the key failure modes of vehicles are issues
with wiring harnesses and connectors [572].

Isolated differential daisy chain connections are usually used with cell monitoring
chips such as [578-580]. If the nodes are connected into a ring topology and can forward
data in both directions, the system’s reliability can be significantly increased through fault
tolerance to cable breaks [578,579]. Daisy chain is only rarely found in the literature related
to BMS communication. In [581], a master—slave network with serially connected Cell Man-
agement Units (CMUs) is implemented with isolated Universal Asynchronous Receiver
Transmitter (UART). Ring topologies are more likely used for MLI applications [582,583].
EtherCAT is often used due to its exact synchronization feature and to achieve ideal switch-
ing precision of £20ns. Applying MCUs with integrated EtherCAT in combination with
automotive Ethernet [584] is not present in literature, but seems very promising for RBSs,
as it is deterministic, requires only two cables, and reaches bit rates up to 100 Mbit/s.

Isolated bus topologies are commonly used for wired intra-battery communication. State-
of-the-art BMSs usually use isolated Controller Area Networks (CANSs) [554,560,568,585,586].
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Brandl et al. [554] present galvanic isolation concepts for BMS communication. CAN is
very robust, widely used in the automotive industry, cheap, and real-time capable due to
its multi-master prioritization and collision resolution scheme [587]. The message filter
feature is useful to address individual cells with broadcast communication and to reduce
computational load on all other nodes. However, Alonso et al. [588] criticize the poor
data rate of ordinary CAN of just 1 Mbit/s. The automotive industry has come up with
solutions to that problem. CAN-FD (Flexible Data rate) supports bit rates up to 5 Mbit/s.
The upcoming CAN-XL [589] technology from Bosch even features up to 10 Mbit/s. Fur-
thermore, the necessary throughput can be achieved by partitioning Module Management
Units (MMUs)/CMUs into separate networks, as long as a distributed master slave topol-
ogy is applied. Future works on optical CAN and CAN in combination with Ethernet are
recommended by Reindl et al. [553]. For the latter case, CAN-XL sounds promising, since it
supports up to 2048 B payload per frame, enabling IP-based protocols [589]. An I?C bus is
shown in [561] and a UART bus is presented in [590]. Both solutions support master—slave
communication. However, these communication systems are much less robust compared
to CAN [587]. A novel bidirectional technology based on galvanically isolated, capacitive
coupled, differential bus with Frequency Shift Keying (FSK) is presented in [9,563,564]. The
authors analyzed the communication between up to 100 ESUs. The major advantage of
their approach is that isolated contacts and connectors are unnecessary. In order to reduce
the number of wires, Zhang et al. [565] propose a novel approach that uses the wiring
between the pack managing unit and the CMUs for both power and time division multi-
plexed data transmission. EMI issues may occur for high numbers of nodes. Unfortunately,
literature lacks of measurements on how many nodes can be connected to the same bus,
while keeping the communication reliable. This plays an important role for the costs and
the network architecture of IBSs.

Power Line Communication (PLC) in EVs utilizes the battery’s HV power path as
the physical medium to exchange data using coupler circuits. The major benefit compared
to standard wired solutions is the reduction of the wiring. Saleem et al. [591] present
a BMS with UART over power line with FSK, but the validation comprises only three
nodes. Saidani et al. [592] developed a new PLC concept where an AC current source in
parallel to the cell is used instead of an inductive or capacitive isolator. Unfortunately, the
cell impedance is too small to obtain the necessary amplitude. Using Rogowski coils as
coupling elements for PLC, in order to avoid saturation effects of iron-core couplers at
high current spikes, is proposed by Opako et al. [593]. The high noise due to inverters
and DC/DC converters on the medium is an important issue of PLC [563]. A simulative
examination of the physical layer of PLC in EVs is published by Ouannes et al. [594]. The
authors modeled a battery with 100 cells and analyzed several modulation schemes without
considering noise from the power electronics. Their results show that the attenuation of
the master signal strongly depends on the cell’s location as the signal propagates through
different PLC channels. Furthermore, the busbars used in battery packs do not have a
defined impedance characteristic, leading to a lack of scalability and re-usability [594,595].
In [594,595], the authors show that the channel transfer function varies from cell to cell.
Unfortunately, it is not investigated how the cell type, cell manufacturer, and cell aging
effects influence the transfer functions of the PLC channel. To the best of our knowledge,
there are no publications on PLC for RBSs. The additional switches and the varying power
path configuration will probably reduce the reliability. MLIs may lead to less interferences,
due to the lower switching voltages compared to traditional inverters. Additionally, if the
power path is interrupted by switching, the communication will probably break down.
Further research is required here.

Wireless Battery Management Systems (WBMSs) are of scientific interest for IBSs as
it is naturally isolated and cheap. In addition, it reduces the overall weight of the vehicle
due to less wiring [572]. However, safety, availability, reliability, and security have to be
fulfilled [596]. Easy access to the network from outside the car is one major disadvantage
of WBMS, leading to potential data theft by sniffers, communication losses due to jamming,
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or malicious firmware updates [597]. Unfortunately, most presented WBMSs are not tested
under realistic environmental conditions in BEVs. The feasibility of WBMSs in battery
packs is thus not proven. Wireless communication issues comprise inference and fading,
which can lead to communication losses, so it is seldom applied [565]. For the use in EVs,
a deep understanding of the radio channel inside the battery is required [577], which is
simulated and investigated for various battery pack parameters by Alonso et al. [598].
The authors analyze different antennas for the application in intra-battery communication
in [577,588]. Their results show that the channels strongly depend on the pack’s geometry
and that the distance between the antennas has a high impact on the channels’ attenuation.
The impact of these parameters increases with higher signal frequencies. Constructing a
reliable and stable wireless link inside an EV battery pack is very complex and inflexible
which contradicts the advantages of WBMS promised by various publications. However,
the usage in other applications like smart grids and ESS might be more promising. The
WBMSs presented in the literature use different wireless technologies like ZigBee [599,600],
Bluetooth [601], and Wi-Fi [571,602]. An approach where the CMU is integrated inside the
cell is proposed by Schneider et al. [566]. Kumtachi et al. [603] suggest a multi-hop forward-
ing technique based on over-hearing, useful for large scale IBS in smart grids. An Internet
of Things (IoT)-based decentralized WBMS architecture is shown by Faika et al. [604]. Un-
fortunately, the average data aggregation time is over 5s for only five nodes. This is
obviously too long for safe application in BMSs, where battery data update rates of 10 Hz
are common [572]. Poor real-time capability is also shown by Lafrenz et al. [571] with
a WiFi-based WBMS for RBSs. Their measurements show high jitter on the sensor data
response time. Lee et al. [575] present a promising master-slave WBMS that can manage
up to 780 slave nodes with update rates of 10 Hz. It applies Amplitude Shift Keying (ASK)
or FSK modulation for 1 Mbit/s. A contribution by Navitas Solutions Inc. [605] shows that
the bitrate already increased to 2Mbit/s for up to 640 nodes, communicating tempera-
ture and voltage data. Various semiconductor manufacturers work on integrated WBMS
solutions. Linear Technology has presented the first WBMS in a BMW i3 concept car in
2016 [606]. General Motors announced to use Analog Devices WBMSs for its automotive
Ultium battery platform with the aim to save up to 90 % of the wiring and up to 15 % of
the battery pack’s volume [607].

It is difficult to determine a specific technology as the best for communication in IBSs.
Literature for this topic lacks comparability and realistic conditions, especially with respect
to the number of nodes. Wireless communication offers promising advantages but requires
a deep understanding of the radio channel. Focusing on MLIs and their requirements on
high data throughput, real-time capability, and time synchronous switching, EtherCAT is
highly recommendable due to the very precise synchronization, determinism, and high
data rate of the technology. Another option is the upcoming CAN-XL, as CAN is very
reliable, cheap, and common in the automotive world. CAN-XL further improves CAN
networks considering data-rate and payload length. This solution is promising for RBSs
with a lower real-time demand compared to MLIs.

5.4. Further Implications of Reconfiguration

At this point, further aspects are addressed that are commonly overseen in application
of RBSs. Operating physical in contrast to ideal switches implies additional heat in the
system and influence on the cell chemistry, but these topics are seldom discussed. Further-
more, the influence of high-frequency switching on lifetime of the cells and efficiency
of RBSs is an important topic to guarantee the reliability in an industrial application and
justify their application.

5.4.1. Thermal Influence and Interaction in Reconfigurable Battery Systems

The main influence for the thermal behavior of battery modules and systems is the
local heat generation of cells in combination with the cooling system strategy. In IBS,
additional electronic components are utilized at a cell level that generate additional heat
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during use [386,608]. Identifying the heat generating components, mainly sensing (e.g.,
CSRs) and switching components in the current path generate power losses [377,609]. The
fact that an intelligent battery system in any case has an increased heat generation is rarely
reported and investigated in the literature. It is stated in the context of the number of
switches that an increasing number of switches improves the configuration flexibility but
increases the power dissipation [373]. In another work, the thermal influence is stated to
be negligible [529]. However, in a recent publication, Kleiner et al. [609] investigated the
influence of reconfigurable hardware on prismatic cells and found a significant influence on
the cell’s core temperature. In their follow up work, the authors match the IBS hardware to
the automotive application and report a temperature increase of approximately 1K due to
the power dissipation of the electronics [608]. Thereby, the thermal influence of electronics
can be reduced with suitable approaches, but it must not be neglected.

Regarding the thermal modeling of IBS, the consequent approach is to consider
the electronics’ influence in the model-based estimation of the core temperature. With
the electronics influencing the cell’s thermal behavior, the influences need to either be
represented in the model or to be included in the dataset of solely data-driven approaches.

5.4.2. Influence of Switching on Cell Lifetime

During the application in RBS Type 2, such as MLIs, the cells are switched on and off
up to the kHz range. The data base for answering the question on the influence of switch-
ing on cell aging is limited as there is a high variety of potential current profiles (waveform,
duty cycle, frequency, C-Rate, etc.) and ambient temperature profile. Even for an explicit
aging pattern, it is not straight forward to define the appropriate constant current refer-
ence test as, e.g., a lower duty cycle increases the test time, reduces the average current,
and decreases the temperature rise caused by resistive heat. Therefore, it is not possible to
keep all parameters such as average current, maximum current, test time, and cell temper-
ature constant. This makes a comparison of MLIs and reference tests challenging. These
fundamental issues of the optimal test design are one explanation for the contradictory
conclusions in the various publications on the topic.

The influence on the lifetime of Li-ion batteries for MLI comparable applications,
with rectangular waveforms up to the kHz range, is investigated in only two publications
that are known to us [610,611]. Uno et al. [611] tested 24 cells with 2 Ah capacity each
and a current of +£1 A for a high-frequency balancer application that is comparable to
MLlIs. Varying the frequency from 1 Hz to 100 kHz, the authors conclude from the results a
higher capacity fade during switching for frequencies below 10 Hz. However, applying
switching procedures in the range of 100 Hz to 100 kHz, no significant aging in comparison
to calendar life tests is obtained. This was explained by the influence of micro cycles
at low frequencies while at higher frequencies only the double layer capacitances of the
electrodes are cycled. Chang et al. [610] investigate the MLI application explicitly for a
CHB at 2 kHz and 10 kHz. The results for five 3 Ah cells show no dependence on frequency
and power factor on capacity fade, but a 2 % lower capacity compared to reference cells
with the same average C-rate. Smaller deviations could be explainable by an unintended
test pause leading to anode overhang effects that have nearly compensated by the end of
the test [612]. The internal resistance changed comparably for all cells. In other literature
found for DC/DC converters and fast charging, it is also reported that pulsing in the kHz
range has a negative [613], not significant [614] or positive [615] effect on aging. Korth
Pereira Ferraz et al. highlight for 5 kHz a slightly stronger aging for 10 % DOD while no
impact is observed for 100 % DOD cycling [616].

As a conclusion, the impact of switching remains unclear, and it is necessary to investi-
gate the influence of switching on the lifetime of the cells for different aging test conditions,
high power/high energy cells, and cell chemistries in the upcoming test campaign.
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5.4.3. Efficient Operation of Reconfigurable Battery Systems

In addition to the many advantages offered by switches on cell level and reconfig-
urability at the system level, the influence on the efficiency of the system must not be
neglected. This important point is usually not considered or discussed in current publica-
tions related to switches and reconfiguration. If at all, the statement is being made that the
conduction loss of the used switches needs to be negligibly small to avoid to degrade the
performance and the efficiency of the system [375]. Focusing on the influence of switches,
Kim et al. [377] mention three approaches to improve the efficiency:

* reduce the internal resistance of a switch by suitable components;
*  use multiple switches in parallel for the same functionality;
¢ reduce the number of single switched ESUs by including multiple cells.

The latter, however, reduces the flexibility of the system. This approach of resistance
optimization can be transferred to the other relevant components e.g., by contactless current
sensing or high-current capable hardware [608]. Nevertheless, for a meaningful evaluation
of the total energy efficiency of the whole EV system, the entire power train must be
considered and the lifetime of a vehicle must also be taken into account. The reason is that
many advantages and possibilities of intelligent battery systems only become apparent with
increasing runtime when cells start to age, faults, and failures occur and weak cells limit
the whole system. Especially in this period, when range and performance of conventional
battery systems decrease, IBS in their basic functions show their strengths.

Another point of view on efficiency arises when reconfigurable battery systems
fundamentally change the architecture of the power train. With MLIs and HBSSs in various
forms, conventional power electronics can be replaced. This is of decisive importance for
the overall efficiency as switching only takes place at the cell voltage level (3-5 V) in most
RBS cases. In current power electronics architectures, switching is usually performed at
the system voltage level of 400-800 V. This opens up the opportunity of using completely
different semiconductor components and changing the overall efficiency. Ultimately,
however, efficiency can only be assessed for a specific vehicle with real components.
A general evaluation of the power loss in RBSs with different topologies and levels of
modularization is made by Zimmerman et al. [497].

Besides the electric efficiency of the hardware, the well-designed combination of
BMS functionality is relevant due to contrary operation strategies influencing each other.
For example, a balancing procedure with respect to SOC homogeneity always changes
the cells’” temperature and aging coincidently. When switching procedures are necessary
for fault detection, EIS excitation, balancing, and MLI procedures simultaneously, a well-
coordinated control and regulation software in the BMS is indispensable.

Consequently, a focus of future research must be on finding operation strategies that
combine the discussed functionalities. This is regarded as a multi-objective optimization
problem. Thereby, the individual requirements of the advanced sensing functionalities as
well as the approaches based on reconfiguration must be intelligently combined with each
other to form a holistic IBS.

6. Summary, Conclusions, and Outline

Intelligent Battery Systems (IBSs), as a new technological advancement, represent a
promising but also a challenging approach to significantly improve the reliability, safety,
and efficiency of Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs). Within this review, the functionalities
of IBSs and the prerequisites for their implementation in BEVs have been discussed. Con-
sidering the reviewed scientific literature on the functionalities of IBSs, we conclude that,
as an emerging technology, IBSs are in a rather early development stage and substantial
improvement has to be achieved until a phase of technological maturity is reached.

In this regard, IBSs are a versatile area of research due to their prosperity of available
sensor data and manifold control levers. Thereby, intelligent methods can be incorporated
in many applications such as continuous adaptive control, aging adaptation, online param-
eter, and state estimation. In addition to vital operating parameters of individual cells, a
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reliable detection and localization of faults is also achievable. Therefore, the goal of future
research related to fault diagnosis must be to bundle the detection of several different errors
in a unified fault diagnosis function. Furthermore, in contrast to the well-established State
of Charge determination, the existing State of Health monitoring functions must always
adapt to the ongoing development of chemical compositions for lithium-ion batteries. This
is a general challenge of battery systems. In the context of IBSs, it is an attractive option to
use on-board Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy for monitoring the aging behavior.
However, the hardware implementation for measuring the impedance in a BEV has not
been solved yet. In the area of temperature estimation, a major step has already been
taken with cell-specific temperature measurement using cell-dedicated hardware. From
the economic point of view, algorithm- and model-based approaches for cell temperature
estimation seem to be more attractive solutions than cell integrated temperature sensors
at present. In general, the realization of IBSs with advanced sensing imposes severe re-
quirements on size, cost, and energy consumption, which is only partly solved by today’s
commercial sensor technology. Therefore, further research and development regarding
simple and yet reliable sensors is encouraged.

With the incorporation of cell individual actuators (switches) into an IBS, a new degree
of freedom for optimal and efficient operation is introduced. The resulting Reconfigurable
Battery System is a mechatronic system, where intelligent operation strategies can be applied
based on sensor data, advanced diagnosis, and overall energy demand. Simple topologies,
such as half bridges, already enable basic functionalities such as Bad-Block-Management
and balancing. However, when it comes to advanced reconfiguration applications such as
Multilevel Inverters (MLIs) or Hybrid Battery Storage Systems, more complex topologies are
favorable. The large number of emerging topologies suggests that a detailed analysis of the
specific use case is required to be able to find the optimal micro- and macrotopology. For
example, if an IBS enables AC output voltage by MLI functionality, external power electronics
can be omitted. This in turn requires a topology that enables variable system voltage levels.
However, the number of switches in the load path increases costs, losses, and the probability
of failure. Moreover, the chosen topology directly affects the thermal interactions as well
as the efficiency of the system. Therefore, appropriate semiconductor devices are required
to replace the system level power electronics. In addition, the high frequency application
of switching for MLIs requires a suited Battery Management System and communication
architecture. In addition, finally, all algorithms and functionalities that are based on switching
procedures must be coordinated for a functional operation strategy.

Despite the existing challenges, IBSs have the potential to significantly improve the
battery systems of Electric Vehicles and provide sophisticated solutions to the many lim-
itations and issues encountered with conventional battery systems. The next important
step, besides the continuous development of the individual functionalities of advanced
monitoring and Reconfigurable Battery Systems, is to examine the mutual effects of the
many functionalities described in the literature to form a holistic concept of Intelligent
Battery Systems for future generations of Electric Vehicles.
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PSD Power Spectral Density
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SOF State of Function
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